
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 28, 2011 
 
 
Dr. Val Samii 
President, ACVR 
1579 College Hill Dr. 
Columbus, OH 
43221 
 
 
Dear Dr. Samii and ACVR Executive Council, 
 
It is my great pleasure to write a letter in support of the nomination of Dr. Don Thrall for the Bernstein Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  I have known Don since 1989; I did my radiology residency at North Carolina State University.  He 
was my mentor during my residency and continues in that role today as well as being a good friend.   
 
This award is given to “members of the American College of Veterinary Radiology who have made an outstanding 
contribution in the form of service, teaching or research to the College”.  Don Thrall easily meets these criteria on all three 
levels.  When one looks at his 70-page CV it is difficult to pick only one area to choose as his greatest contribution to the 
College. 
 
Service 
Don Thrall has served as Editor-In-Chief of the journal Veterinary Radiology, which is Official Journal of the American 
College of Veterinary Radiology, The International Veterinary Radiology Association, the European Association of 
Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging and the European College of Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging for 30 years.  He has worked 
diligently to raise the stature of the Journal, increasing readership and impact factor. 
 
Don Thrall became an ACVR Diplomate in 1973; he served as Treasurer for the ACVR, and was President-Elect and 
President from 1978-79.  He has served on the ACVR Radiology Examination Committee as an examiner and Chair twice 
for a total of 10 years.  He is a Charter Diplomate of ACVR Recognized Veterinary Specialty of Radiation Oncology and 
should take credit for shepherding this new specialty into a reality.  He served as President for the first two years of the 
specialty, chaired the Residency Standards Committee for 4 years and recently chaired the Ad Hoc Committee to 
evaluate the 2009 Certification Examination. 
 
 
 
Teaching 
Don Thrall has mentored 52 residents in Radiology and Radiation Oncology.  He has been on 13 graduate committees 
and is editor of the premier Textbook of Veterinary Diagnostic Radiology that is currently being revised into its 6th edition.  
He has authored 27 book chapters and has given over 120 CE presentations.  As one of the 52 residents I can attest to 
Don’s mentoring capabilities.  He is supportive and always has time to work and nurture his mentees, even years after 
they move on to faculty positions.   
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Research  
Don Thrall is well known throughout the research community in radiation biology, hyperthermia, hypoxia and oncology.  
He has been part of 25 grants that have resulted in many of his 234 peer-reviewed publications.  Several of these grants 
were funded by government agencies such as NIH, Department of Defense, or Department of Energy.  He has been a Phi 
Zeta member for 43 years, and out of his 11 honors and awards, 4 are specifically for his research contributions.  Don 
Thrall has published in high impact veterinary journals, JAVMA and AJVR, and our ACVR publication.  He has also 
published in prestigious oncology journals: Radiation Research, Radiation Environmental Biophysics, Cancer Research, 
International Journal of Hyperthermia, and International Journal of Radiation Oncology, Biology and Physics.   
 
As one can see from his 70-page CV, Don Thrall meets and goes well beyond the criteria set forth for the Bernstein 
Lifetime Achievement Award.  His accomplishments in Research, Teaching and Service are outstanding.  I cannot think of 
a more deserving person for this award and enthusiastically support his nomination.  I urge you and ACVR Executive 
Council to bestow this award upon Don Thrall.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Lisa J. Forrest, VMD, DACVR (Radiology, Radiation Oncology) 
Professor 
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March 5, 2011 
 
Dr. Valerie Samii 
President, ACVR 
 
Dear Dr. Samii: 
 
It is my distinct honor and privilege to write this letter in support of Dr. Donald E. Thrall for the Bernstein Award in 
appreciation of all his years of service and dedication to the American College of Veterinary Radiology.  I had the 
opportunity to work with Dr. Thrall first as a Medical Oncology Resident and then as a Radiation Oncology 
Resident at North Carolina State University.  I credit my career and the role I myself have played in the American 
College of Veterinary Radiology in large part to his efforts which instilled in me a passion for the specialty of 
Radiation Oncology and a desire to contribute and give back to the specialty and our College.  I am just one of 
many individuals who have benefited from Dr. Thralls’ guidance and training over the years.  His impact has been 
felt both in radiation oncology and radiology with a number of leaders in the field both in academia and private 
practice.   
 
I believe that Dr. Thrall was the driving force in establishing the Specialty of Radiation Oncology under the 
umbrella of the American College of Veterinary Radiology.  He with three other giants in the field Dr. Ed Gillette, 
Dr. Mark Dewhirst and Dr. Pat Gavin worked hard to establish radiation oncology which continues to develop and 
grow.  I personally believe this is one of his most significant accomplishments but there are countless more. 
 
Dr. Thrall has worked tirelessly as the Editor-in-chief of Veterinary Radiology & Ultrasound to make it the premier 
journal in veterinary imaging.  His commitment to Veterinary Radiology in combination with his attention to detail 
and demand for excellence has made the journal what it is today.  I firmly believe that he has placed the journal in 
a position to continue to succeed both financially and in terms of the intellectual and educational content.  It is 
hard to imagine that someone can fill his shoes in that capacity but I believe that within the structure that he has 
established with an Editor and Associate Editors I am confident that he has set it up to do well in to the future 
even as he steps down from his position.   
 
Dr. Thrall has contributed to the advancement of our knowledge and in the treatment of canine cancer through his 
work in collaboration with Duke University and Colorado State University specifically in radiation therapy and 
hyperthermia.  He has had a long and successful career with program project grants that has sustained his 
research and has been his passion.  He has published extensively making contributions in many arenas including 
diagnostic imaging.  It is truly phenomenal to sit back and think about what one individual can achieve as you look 
at the body of work that represents what Dr. Donald Thrall has done and accomplished.   
 
I look forward to seeing Dr. Thrall honored for his career long dedication to Veterinary Radiology through 
awarding him the Bernstein Award.  Having known Mike Bernstein I am confident that he would be pleased to 
have Dr. Thrall receive this much deserved award.       
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Margaret C. McEntee, DACVIM, DACVR(RO) 
Interim Chair, Department of Clinical Sciences 
Professor, Oncology 
 

 

Office of the Chair 
Department of Clinical Sciences 
C2 502 Clinical Programs Center 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, NY 14853-6401 
Telephone:  607-253-3570 
Fax:  607-253-3271 
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North Carolina State University is a land-
grant university and a constituent institution 
of the University of North Carolina 

College of Veterinary Medicine 
 

  
 Department of Molecular Biomedical Sciences 
 4700 Hillsborough Street at William Moore Drive 
 Raleigh, NC 27606 

 919.513.6453 (departmental faculty) 
 919.513.6454  
 919.513.6220 (departmental office) 

             919.513.6465 (fax) 
 
 
 
 
March 3rd 2011 
 
Executive Council  
American College of Veterinary Radiology  
777 E. Park Drive  
P.O. Box 8820 
Harrisburg  
PA 17105-8820 
 
The Executive Council,   
 
It gives me great pleasure to write a letter of support for the nomination of Don Thrall as recipient for the Bernstein 
Award.   
 
I have known Don since 1986, firstly as a resident under his training, and over the last ten years as a co-faculty 
member at NC State University.  In my opinion, he has been without a doubt one of the most significant contributors 
to veterinary radiology and veterinary radiation oncology to date. 
 
Don has been an academic radiologist since 1973, is boarded in both radiology and radiation oncology (1994) and 
obtained a PhD from Colorado University in 1974. He has written or co-authored over 230 publications and 170 
abstracts, 25 book chapters and 6 textbooks and has presented at over 150 continuing education events.  In his time 
as an academic radiologist he has trained over 40 radiology and radiation oncology residents; many of these people 
today are senior members of the college. 
 
With respect to the ACVR specifically, Don has been treasurer, a member and chair of the exam committee, 
president-elect and president.  He has also served on a number of ad hoc committees.  However, the biggest 
contribution Don has made to the ACVR is his nearly 30 years (June 2011) as editor-in-chief of the Journal 
Veterinary Radiology and Ultrasound.  The journal is the flagship for not only the American College of Veterinary 
Radiology but also the European College of Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, the European Association of Veterinary 
Diagnostic Imaging and the International Veterinary Radiology Association.  Don has guided the journal through 
good times and bad and the journal under his stewardship is performing better than ever with an impact factor of 
1.055. 
 
In addition to his contribution to the ACVR, Don has made significant contributions to research particularly with 
respect to radiation oncology and hyperthermia.  Don has been investigator or co-investigator in funded research 
exceeding $15M; specifically the investigation of hyperthermia and perfusion effects in cancer therapy and in this 
role Don is adjunct professor of radiation oncology at Duke University Medical Center. 
 
Don is an invaluable member of the radiology faculty at North Carolina State University and was an inaugural 
member of the faculty at NC State. Despite his heavy research and other commitments, he participates in all aspects 
of the radiology service in the hospital and is a valuable senior member of the Department of Medical and 
Biomedical Sciences.  His ‘wisdom’ with respect to imaging is legendary; ask any/every resident that has been 
trained by Don. 
 
Don has two children, a daughter attending University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a son who will be stating 
at UNC this fall. Both children have done exceedingly well academically and personally and both are a credit to their 
parents. 
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I have absolutely no hesitation in supporting Don’s nomination to receive the Bernstein award.  I can think of no 
other member of the college who would be more deserving of such an award.  The timing is impeccable, given that 
he is looking to step down from his position as editor-in-chief of the Journal. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Ian Robertson, BVSc, Dip ACVR, 
Department of Molecular Biomedical Sciences,  
College of Veterinary Medicine,  
NC State University,   
4700 Hillsborough St,  
Raleigh, NC, 27606. 
 
ian_robertson@ncsu.edu  
 
Office: 919 513 6335 
Cell :  919 604 0723 
Fax:  919 513 6465 
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