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Purpose:
In this activity, children use tactile shapes to distinguish a circle from other shapes. 
This activity teaches that a circle has a curved edge and no corners.

Materials:
circles, squares, and triangles cut from pegboard, with thick yarn or cording glued 
around the edges (make sure that triangles and squares have definite pointed corners 
and that circles have no corners); powdered drink mix

Directions:
State that, in this activity, the child will learn how to tell circles apart from other 
shapes. Explain that circles have a curved edge and no corners.

Give the child a circle. Have the child trace a finger around the side of the circle. Ask 
the child to feel how the edge curves all the way around the shape, because there are 
no corners.

Next, give the child a triangle. Remind the child that a triangle has three straight sides 
and three corners. Have the child trace a finger around the sides of the triangle. Point 
out that the child’s finger goes straight across until it is stopped by a corner.

Now put the triangles, squares, and circles in a pile. Have the child feel the edges of 
each shape, give the circles to you, and put the other shapes aside. Each time you 
receive a circle, confirm that it is a circle because it has a curved edge and no corners.

If the child gives you a shape that is not a circle, have the child trace the shape again. 
Point out where the finger stops for a corner.

When all the circles have been found, ask what the child learned about circles.

Practice:
Have children make sensory circles at a learning center. Give them pegboard circles. 
Have them trace around the edges with glue and sprinkle on the powdered drink mix. 
This will make the edges bumpy, colorful, and scented. Before the drink mix is sprinkled 
on, make sure the edges are smooth with no corners. Some children may need 
assistance with this.

INTERVENTION ACTIVITY
Round Is a Circle
Strand: Geometry

Benchmark:  Given a set of geometric shapes, names the shapes 
and describes one attribute of each.

Grade: Pre-Kindergarten
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