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1. He acts as judge to “mete” out justice to the fierce people of his country. However, he 

does not feel fulfilled. 
 
2. He has traveled throughout the known world of his time, seen all climates, and visited 

many countries, where he was the honored guest of their governments. 
 
3. He wishes to travel and experience more adventures, to “drink life to the lees.” 
 
4. He characterizes Telemachus as prudent, and also implies that his son is dull in 

comparison to himself. He also comments that Telemachus will make a good king, 
because he is dutiful and will fulfill the obligations that come with being king. 

 
5. He wishes “to strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. The laws may not offer equality to all; certain social classes may receive unfair 

advantages, while others may be disadvantaged. b. The laws may be unequal to the 
task at hand—they may not serve as effective tools of government for a nation that is 
not easily controlled. 

 
2. a. Due to his varied and challenging experiences, Ulysses has been able to get to know 

himself better and assess his own character traits. b. He has, through his experience as 
an international statesman, been able to earn a reputation as a man of outstanding 
character.  

 
3. Ulysses, in a moment of profound self-analysis, acknowledges that every experience 

he has had has left its impression upon him. The people he has met and the  situations 
he has encountered, have changed him. He has become a cumulative composite of all 
the experiences he has undergone in his life. 

 
4. As long as a person is alive, the non-static world of new experiences still awaits him, 

always offering as yet unexplored options that appear on the horizon. 
 
5. If a person is not engaged productively in his later years, he is like a rusty implement. 

Ulysses says that life is too precious to be wasted, that every hour should be used to 
gain as much knowledge as possible. 

 
6. Ulysses says that there is a possibility that they may all drown — but that enhances the 

reader’s respect for him. Even in the face of old age, and regardless of possible 
hazards, he is ready to look forward to a world of new achievements. 
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7. What is left is the strength of the human spirit, the refusal to surrender to inevitable 
until it is absolutely necessary to do so, and the desire to forever move onward. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1. a  2. b  3. a  4. a  5. a 


