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1. c 2. a  3. b  4. b  5. a  6. c  7. b  8. b 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Stage 1: Introduction — statement of circumstances that led to the demonstration. 

Stage 2: “We will never be satisfied.…”  Demand for reform.  
Stage 3: “I have a dream.…” Hope for change.  
Stage 4: Conclusion — “With this faith...” and “Let freedom ring.…” A vision of the 
future. 

 
2. The phrase, “creative suffering,” refers to the suffering of the civil rights activists who 

were beaten and/or jailed in their pursuit of equal rights for all. Dr. King suggests that 
their suffering is creative because it led to further action by others, resulting in the 
spread of the movement and the possible realization of the dream of racial equality. 

 
3. King uses restatement, parallelism, and anaphora (repetition).  

 
Examples of restatement include: 
a. The restatement of the conditions of the Negro one hundred years after the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 
b. The varied references to the promissory note and the check to be cashed. 
 
Examples of parallelism include: 
a. joyous daybreak = long night of captivity 
b. lonely island of poverty = vast ocean of material prosperity 
c. dark and desolate valley of segregation = sunlit path of racial justice 
d. quicksands of racial injustice = solid rock of brotherhood 
e. sweltering summer of discontent = invigorating autumn of freedom and equality 
f. physical force = soul force 
 
Examples of anaphora include:  
a. When King presents the list of demands, for emphasis he repeats with each demand 
“We can never be satisfied...”  
b. He uses “Go back to [Mississippi], go back to [Alabama]...”, etc. to stress that there 
will be change all over the United States.  
c. Anaphora is used to great effect in the “I have a dream” section. The phrase is 
repeated nine times.  
d. At the conclusion of the speech, the phrase “With this faith...,” repeated several 
times, again seeks to persuade the listeners that brotherhood and justice will come. 
Then, on a rising note of hope, the speaker fervently repeats eight times “Let freedom 
ring!” to bring the address to a ringing conclusion. 
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4. The climax is clearly the “I have a dream” sequence because it is the culmination of 
the address. It is the actual and emotional high point of the speech where Dr. King’s 
audience is swept up into his vision. The phrase “I have a dream” is always associated 
with Martin Luther King, Jr.  

 
5. Dr. King’s intent is to include all regions of the nation in order to make clear that every 

American had a role in the struggle. He begins in the Northern states (New Hampshire 
and New York), which were purportedly integrated, and ends with the Southern states 
of Mississippi and Alabama, where segregation was still in effect in defiance of 
federal laws. The South, his home, was the heart of the Civil Rights Movement.  

 
6. Militancy means aggression and combativeness; King advocates nonviolent protest. 

Here, “militancy” implies a willingness to provoke confrontation.  
 
7. Spirituals are an old and central feature of the culture of African Americans in the 

United States, who expressed their anguish and hope through song — the only outlet 
allowed to them as slaves. So, it is perfectly appropriate and effective that a call for 
freedom and the end of injustice be stated eloquently and simply in the words of a 
Negro spiritual.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
1. F. Dr. King states that he has come to Washington in order to find justice and racial 

equality for all. 
 
2. F. The phrase, “promissory note,” is used literally to refer to those inalienable rights 

promised in the Declaration of Independence—the rights to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness. 

 
3. T. 
 
4. F. Dr. King wants American Negroes to be invigorated by the possibility of social 

justice. 
 
5. T.  
 
 
 
 
1. mobility 
 
2. appalling 
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3. languishing 
 
4. defaulted 
 
5. prodigious 
 
6. creed 
 
7. militancy 
 
8. invigorating 


