
C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 2
00

5 
by

 C
TB

/M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill

 L
LC

. A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

1

Purpose:
In this activity, children increase their ability to use descriptive vocabulary. Describing 
the attributes of familiar objects helps increase a child’s language skills. 

Materials:
box with a lid; various objects relating to a theme or unit of study (cooking, shapes, 
vocabulary words); photographs or pictures of the objects

Directions:
Show the children a “mystery box.” Tell them “This is a ‘mystery box.’ It is fi lled with a 
variety of different objects.” Allow the children to see inside the box. “You will reach 
into the box, without looking, and pull out an object. You will then describe the object 
to the rest of us.” 

Demonstrate by looking away as you pull an object out of the box. Name the object 
(a pencil). Ask the children to help you describe the pencil. Encourage discussion with 
questions such as:

• “What is this called?”

• “Is it small or large?”

• “What color is it?”

• “What is it used for?”

• “What shape is it?”  

Ask each child to, without looking, reach into the box and remove an object. Ask the 
child to identify the object. Help the child discuss the various attributes of the object: 
size, color, function, name, etc. 

Once an object has been described, set it aside, to ensure that each child has a chance 
to describe a different object.

Continue, giving each child a chance to participate.

Practice:
Another variation is to provide the children with a picture or photo of each object and 
have them match the objects to the pictures. This allows the children to make the 
transition from a concrete object to a semi-concrete representation.

INTERVENTION ACTIVITY
Mystery Box
Strand: Vocabulary

Benchmark: Word Knowledge

Grades: K–1
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