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Purpose:
In this activity, children write a creative story. Using concrete objects, pictures and/or 
word phrase cards, children will improve their ability to write creative stories that 
include character, setting, and problem and solution.

Materials:
a collection of interesting, but seemingly unrelated, objects (a skeleton key, a baby’s 
pacifi er, a piece of sandpaper, an old boot, a paintbrush); lined paper and pencils for 
each child

Directions:
Place several items in a large bag or a pillowcase. Say “You will be writing a creative 
story using three objects from this bag.” 

Demonstrate by drawing out three objects. Make up a story that involves all three 
objects in some way. Be creative. 

Review the format for fi ction writing: characters, setting, problem, solution. Elicit from 
the children how this format relates to the story that has just been told.

Put the three objects back into the pillowcase or large bag and draw out three 
different objects. The children will write a story about the second set of three objects. 
Make sure the children are including character, setting, and problem and solution in 
their stories.

The children then read their stories aloud.

Practice:
This activity can be repeated with different objects. It can also be repeated with word 
cards focusing on characters (a drooling baby, an active teenager, and a forgetful man); 
verb phrases (running wildly around the corner, climbing the staircase in fear, and 
marching proudly down the street). 

Create three separate bags: main character, setting, and problem. The children pull one 
card from each bag. They then write a story based on the cards.

Encourage the children to write/draw their own ideas for characters, settings, 
problems, verb phrases, etc. and include them in the bag(s).

INTERVENTION ACTIVITY
Fiction Writing
Strand: Listening and Writing

Benchmark: Writing Development, Writing Expression

Grades: 2–3
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