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1. The protagonists, Sue and Johnsy are two women who live in Greenwich Village, NY, 

because the apartments are cheaper there. 
 
2. The protagonists aspire to be artists. 
 
3. The protagonists’ neighbor is Old Behrman, who is a(n) artist/painter. 
 
4. One of the roommates is suffering from pneumonia. 
 
5. The doctor says that the sick person will die because she lacks the will to live. 
 
6. The person who is sick always planned to paint the Bay of Naples. 
 
7. The sick person is counting ivy leaves. She has decided that she will die when the last 

leaf falls. 
 
8. The neighbor comes to the apartment in order to model for Sue, who is drawing a 

hermit. 
 
9. The neighbor always intends to paint a masterpiece, but he has not even painted a 

canvas in years, except for small advertising “daubs.” 
 
10. On the last nights described in the story, the weather is stormy. 
 
11. On the last morning described in the story, the protagonist discovers that the last leaf 

has not fallen in the storm. She decides that she has been “wicked,” and is determined 
to live to paint the Bay of Naples. 

 
12. The protagonist discovers that their neighbor has died of pneumonia, having spent the 

night painting the last leaf on Johnsy’s window. 
 
13. The “last leaf” is the neighbor’s masterpiece. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Johnsy wants to “turn loose” her hold on everything and “go sailing down, down, just 

like one of those poor, tired leaves.” She is weary and wants to die. 
 
2. Behrman, an older man, lives in their building and has befriended them. He models for 

them on occasion and is protective of them. 
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3. When Johnsy sees that the “last leaf” is still on the wall, she asks for a meal and 
indicates that she has not given up her dream to paint the Bay of Naples. She is 
“contentedly knitting a … scarf”; she wants to be busy again.  

 
4. He spent the night of the storm outside, painting “the last leaf” and became ill. 
 
5. In 1905, pneumonia was very serious because there were no antibiotics; penicillin was 

not discovered until years later. The doctor knew that unless Johnsy had a strong will 
to survive, medical treatment could not save her. 

 
6. Johnsy insists on monitoring the progress of the falling leaves outside her window. She 

insists on having the shade lifted to see if the leaf is still there. She is mercilessly 
pursuing her own death. 

 
7. He never painted anything of note in his life, yet he uses his talent to save Johnsy’s 

life. Behrman’s leaf is realistic enough to fool Johnsy; however, it is a masterpiece in 
what it accomplishes as well as in its artistic worth. 

 
8. The irony is that Behrman succumbed to pneumonia in the process of saving Johnsy 

from this same fatal illness. 
 
9. Self- fulfilling prophecy means that people can bring about a situation or condition by 

predicting it for themselves. Because Johnsy has decided she will die when the last 
leaf falls, she has a tenuous hold on life. The sight of the “last leaf,” clinging to the 
vine, encourages her to hold onto her own life. 

 
10. Friendship can give rise to devotion and even self-sacrifice. Both Sue and Behrman 

are dedicated to Johnsy and are willing to go to great lengths to help her.  
 
11. Some students may say that Johnsy is the main character since the plot revolves 

around her illness. Others may say that Behrman is the main character because his 
heroic action saves her. Sue may be considered the heroine because of her selfless 
devotion to her friend. 

 
12. The use of personification vitalizes the story. O. Henry writes that the streets in 

Washington Square “have run crazy.” He makes them seem alive. O. Henry 
personifies pneumonia, describing it as “a cold, unseen stranger” which “stalked about 
the colony.” The illness is “a ravager,” and “his feet trod slowly.” “Mr. Pneumonia” is 
said not to be “chivalric”; he is called a “red-fisted, short-breathed old duffer” who 
would mercilessly kill a woman. 

 
13. “The starving artist,” typically a thin person who is poorly clothed and gaunt, is very 

idealistic and dedicated to his work, and has great trouble earning a living until he 
finally gains recognition. Most fine artists do not earn regular salaries and may have 
lean years. Sue and Johnsy fit the stereotype of poor, struggling artists who rent cheap 
rooms and are willing to make sacrifices for their art. Johnsy is moodier, with a more 
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typical artistic temperament. Sue is more upbeat, more practical than the stereotype 
would suggest. 

 
14. O. Henry refers to the final journey — the journey of death. 
 
15. O. Henry is very affectionate toward his characters. He is sensitive to their ordeals 

and is protective of them. O. Henry tells us ordinary people are really not so ordinary 
and that we should appreciate their problems and efforts. 
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