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Lesson Materials

Day 1 Pretest
Objective
The students will accurately spell and write words with short vowels, 
content, vocabulary, and challenge words.

Introduction
The Pretest is an ungraded assessment to assist students in studying 
the list words—Pattern, Content, Vocabulary, and Challenge. To meet 
your students’ needs, select Challenge Words from a cross-curricular 
subject, common misspellings for sixth graders, or words that interest 
your students. The word reminisce has short e in the fi rst syllable and is 
suggested for number 24. Explain that they are to attempt to write all the 
spelling words. 

Directed Instruction
1 Use the sentences that follow or develop original ones.
2  Say each word, use it in a sentence, and then repeat the word.
 Pattern Words
  1. A motocross racer should anticipate racing in all types of weather. 
  2. Simon heard Matt hiccup after the championship Grand Prix. 
  3. Ryan’s attitude improved when he took time to pray.
  4. The motorcycling federation does insist on strict safety measures. 
  5. Tarah benefi tted from hours of practice on the racecourse. 
  6. Sherri followed a specifi c training method when preparing to race. 
  7. Alisa came into contact with many professional racers at Supercross.
  8. Modern engineering technology enables motorcycles to run faster. 
  9. Carrie maneuvered through the diffi cult course on her motorcycle.
  10. The subtotal came to fi fty-fi ve dollars, before tax.
  11. What is the function of large wheels on a race motorcycle?
  12. Kirsten made signifi cant progress in the latest motocross race.
 Content Words
  13. Chad maintained good form as he followed the challenging circuit.
  14. The computerized game effectively simulated motocross events.
  15. The sport of motocross racing is very dangerous.
  16. Jerome felt confi dent as he raced along the bumpy terrain.
  17. Jake’s motorcycle has a modifi ed and powerful engine. 
  18. Motocross racing involves intense, physical demands.
  19. Motocross racers wear safety equipment such as body armor and boots.
 Vocabulary Words
  20. Meika successfully traversed the course during the women’s event. 
  21. Lauren qualifi ed for the fi nal Pro Motocross event. 
  22. Due to the weather, the judges reversed the order of race events.
  23. Curtis was a fi nalist in the Motocross World Championship. 
 Challenge Words
  24.  (Insert your choice.)
  25.  (Insert your choice.)
3  Allow students to self-correct their Pretest. Write each word on the 

board. Point out the short vowels in the fi rst syllable of each Pattern 
Word. The Pattern Word progress is a noun and is pronounced 
/'pro gr es/. Note the roots fi n and vers in the Vocabulary Words. The 
Vocabulary Word fi nalist contains two suffi xes, -al and -ist.

4  As a class, read, spell, and read each word. Direct students to highlight 
misspelled words and rewrite them correctly.

Sports
Sportsmanship is the desired 
conduct at sporting events. 
Our loving God exemplifi es 
the behavior that He desires 
to see in each of us as we 
go about our daily activities, 
including sports. 1 John 4:7 
reads, "Beloved, let us love one 
another, for love is of God; and 
everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God."
Lessons 1–5 utilize the theme of 
extreme sports. Lesson 1 begins 
with motocross. Motocross is a 
popular motorcycle sport that 
occurs over natural 
terrain—dirt. Events may 
encompass freestyle acrobatic 
tricks and racing. Motocross 
events can take place in a 
natural setting, an open-air 
arena, or an enclosed arena. 
The word motocross is a 
portmanteau /pôrt 'man t o/,
a combination 
of the words 
motorcycle and 
cross-country. 
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Name

Pattern Words

Content Words

Vocabulary Words

Challenge Words

1

Lesson 1  
Word Analysis

1

motocross

Short Vowels Write Pattern Words to complete the exercises. 
 Sort the words by the short vowel sound heard 
 in the first syllable.

 1.–2. Short a 3.–5. Short e 6.–8. Short i

 9.–10. Short o 11.–12. Short u

 1.   2.  

 3.   4.  

 5.   6.  

 7.   8.  

 9.   10.  

 11.   12.  

 Write Content Words to complete the exercises.

 13.  Motocross is a very p  sport and is 

  extremely d .

 14.  Protective e  and gear are very important 

  in motocross racing.

 15.  A motorcycle’s e  is built to be light and  

  powerful to assist the rider in race performance.

 16.  The motocross racer followed the difficult c  

  while racing along the bumpy t .

 17.  The computerized game s  the twists and 

  turns of a motocross event.

insist	
hiccup	
difficult	
contact	
subtotal	
method	
attitude	
function	
progress	
anticipate	
benefitted	
technology	

circuit	
engine	
terrain	
physical	
simulated	
equipment	
dangerous	

final	
finalist	
reversed	
traversed	

attitude
method

technology
hiccup
contact
subtotal

anticipate
benefitted

insist
difficult

progress
function

hysical
angerous
quipment

ngine

ircuit
errain

imulated

Spe ling Grade 6©

Write the Vocabulary Words.

	 1.   2.  

	 3.   4.  

 Refer to the table to complete the exercises. Write the word  
 that is being defined.

	 5.  related to an ending competition 

	 6.  to have traveled across, over, or through a particular  

  location 

	 7.  one who is qualified for an ending competition 

	 8.  to have turned something to the opposite direction, order, or position 

 Write Vocabulary Words to complete the sentence.

	 9.  The   across the circuit.
2

Lesson 1
Vocabulary

Pattern Words
áôÖû†ßáô†ßáêë

ÇòáôÉìÉìáŸáƒë

îáôÇñÇñá ÉìáŸÇúáêë

ìÉüéûáêÅÄÉìáêë

†ßáŸÇàçêÉüçêÅÄÇúë

ÚùÑïáêÇòÉüâîë

Äáêáêá áêáŸÅîÑïë

ÇñáŸÖûÉìáêá Éüéûë

áƒÆ ÉüâóÂ§Ñï†ß†ßë

ÄÖûáêá Éìá áƒÅÄáêÑïë

ÇàåïÖûÑïÇñá áêáêÑïÅîë

áêÑ ÉìÇòÖûÉüäúÉüâóØ¥Ï

Content Words
ìá Æ ÉìáŸáôáêë

ÑïÖûÅóøôÖûÑïë

áêÑïÆ§Æ§ÅÄáôÖûë

áƒÇòÖ¥ÙßáôÉìÅÄÇúë

†ßá ÖùáŸÇúÅÄáêÑïÅîë

ÑïÅ£áŸá áƒÖùÑïÖûáêë

îÅÄÖûÅóæïÆ ÉüçŸ†ßë

Vocabulary Words
Çñá ÖûÅÄÇúë

Çñá ÖûÅÄÇúá †ßáêë

Æ§ÑïÖ˜åïÆ§†ßÑïÅîë

áêÆ§ÅÄÖ˜åïÆ§†ßÑïÅîë

Short Vowels

 Prefixes and suffixes are affixes. Affixes expand the meaning or function  
 of a word. 

 A root is the part of a word that gives the basic meaning. 

 Greek and Latin affixes and roots are used to build many words in the 
 English language.

 Knowledge of word origins helps in building spelling and vocabulary skills. 

 • Some words contain one root. fin + al = final
  Some words contain two roots. circum + spect + ly = circumspectly

 • Some words contain one prefix. de + flect = deflect
  Some words contain two prefixes. in + de + scrib + able = indescribable

 • Some words contain one suffix. vis + or = visor
  Some words contain two suffixes. fin + al + ist = finalist

 Each prefix, root, and suffix has a meaning or function, many of which are  
 derived from or “rooted” in the Greek and Latin languages. Study the table.

Prefix

re- back

tra- across

Root

fin end

vers turn

Suffix

-al related to

-ist one who

-ed makes verbs 
  past tense

final
reversed

finalist
traversed

final

traversed
finalist

reversed

finalist traversed

Order may vary.

Student Day 2

Name

Student Day 2

Differentiated
Instruction

Differentiating spelling 
instruction is an option to 
consider. Additional information 
can be found on page xvii in 
the front of this book.
•  For students who spelled all 

the words correctly on the 
Pretest, select and assign 
Extra Challenge Words from 
the following list: algebraic, 
abiotic, demonstrative, 
bureaucracy, apparatus, 
accelerando.

•  For students who spelled less 
than half correctly, assign 
the following Pattern, 
Content, and Vocabulary 
Words: diffi cult, contact, 
method, attitude, function, 
anticipate, circuit, terrain, 
equipment, dangerous, 
fi nalist, reversed. On the 
Posttest, evaluate these 
students on the twelve 
words assigned; however, 
encourage them to attempt to 
spell all the list words to the 
best of their ability. They are 
also responsible for writing 
the dictated sentences.

5  Proof each student’s Pretest. This becomes an individualized study 
sheet that can be used at school or at home.

6  Homework suggestion: Duplicate BLM SP6-01B Flash Cards Template 
on CARD STOCK for students to write the list words, using the fl ash 
cards as a study aid. Another option is to use INDEX CARDS. The 
pursuance of good study skills is a critical learning tool that will allow 
students to succeed as they move on to secondary school. One effective 
note-taking skill is using fl ash cards. Flash cards can be secured by a 
ring fastener or rubber band and reviewed each week. Students should 
retain the fl ash cards from the fi rst fi ve lessons for the review lesson.

Day 2 Word Analysis and Vocabulary
Objective
The students will sort words with short vowels according to the fi rst 
syllable sound and complete sentences with content words. They will 
use a table to write vocabulary words, match vocabulary words to their 
defi nitions, and complete a sentence.

Introduction
Proceed to page 1. Defi ne the following categories of words: Pattern
Words—words with similar spellings or sounds; Content Words—words 
related to a specifi c content area indicated by the lesson theme; Vocabulary 
Words—words with prefi xes, suffi xes, and Greek and Latin Roots; and 
Challenge Words—words that may be harder to spell. Provide this week’s 
Challenge Words and have students write the words on their page.

Directed Instruction
1  Invite students to refer to the list words, found on page 1, for this 

activity. Chorally read each Pattern Word. Point out that the Pattern 
Words in this lesson all contain a short vowel sound in the fi rst 
syllable. Have students identify each beginning short vowel sound. 
Categorize the words on the board. (short a—attitude, anticipate; 
short e—method, benefi tted, technology; short i—insist, hiccup, 
diffi cult; short o—contact, progress; short u—subtotal, function) 
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Student Spelling
Support Materials

T-1
BLM SP6-01A
BLM Parent Letter

Student 
Spelling Support

1.  Use T-1 A Spelling Study 
Strategy and 
BLM SP6-01A A Spelling 
Study Strategy for 
students who demonstrate 
the need for additional 
practice with some or all of 
the words.

2.  Invite students to write the 
Challenge Words, numbers 
24 and 25, in the Word 
Bank, in the back of their 
textbook.

3.  Challenge students to 
research and write a few 
interesting facts of the lesson 
theme—motocross. Compile 
facts and draw pictures in a 
journal or notebook to build 
an informative resource. Do 
this with each lesson theme, 
in the textbook, as the year 
progresses. At the end of the 
year, invite students to share 
their progressive journals on 
sports.

4.  Make a Word Wall using 
this week’s spelling words. 
Write the words, categorize 
the Pattern, Content, and 
Vocabulary Words, and 
attach to the wall. Allow 
students to spontaneously 
add new words to the 
list during the week. 
Categorizing by patterns 
helps students internalize 
generalizations.

Short vowel in
the fi rst syllable

  attitude method insist
  contact subtotal

Content: Motocross
  circuit engine

Vocabulary
  fi nal reversed

Cont. on page 5

Students independently complete the page.
2  Proceed to page 2. Display T-2 Word Origins Practice on the overhead 

and invite students to follow along as you build the foundation of studying 
word origins. The transparency is an exact replica of student page 2. Use 
the transparency to instruct students on how to build each Vocabulary 
Word. For example, the root fi n goes with the suffi x -al to build the word 
fi nal. Read each sentence and complete the page as a class.

3  Display P-2 and P-3 Latin Roots and P-4 Greek Roots for students to 
reference roots and meanings. Leave posters up throughout the year.

4  Homework suggestion: Students use their Spelling Dictionary to write 
the defi nition of each word on the back of the corresponding fl ash 
card that was suggested for homework on Day 1. 

Day 3 Word Study Strategies
Objective
The students will utilize dictionary skills by answering questions about 
the different components of a dictionary entry. They will underline and 
write list words that are used as nouns in paragraphs.

Introduction
Direct students to turn to page 155 in the back of their textbook. Review the 
basic components of a dictionary entry. 

Directed Instruction
1  Invite students to refer to the list words on page 3. Brainstorm ideas 

about how to approach looking up list words in the dictionary. Explain 
that there are many approaches to developing study skills and encourage 
students to fi gure out which approach(es) is suitable to them.

2  Ask a volunteer to state the defi nition of a noun. A noun is a person, 
place, thing, or idea. Review that a noun can be in singular or plural 
form. Parts of speech vary, depending upon how a word is used in 
context, so a word may be used as a noun in one sentence and a 
different part of speech in another sentence.

3  Proceed to page 3. Students independently complete the page. Select a 
volunteer to read Psalm 139:14. Discuss how we should praise God for 
how He made our bodies. Our brain, skeleton, and muscles are just a 
few examples of God’s intricate design in us. Through this design, He 
has enabled us to actively participate in daily activities, such as sports.

Day 4 Writing
Objective
The students will complete an informative e-mail in the context of a cloze 
activity using pattern, content, and vocabulary words.

Introduction
Teacher Note: The informative domain is the focus for the writing pages in 
Lessons 1–5.
Remind students that a cloze activity consists of a sentence or passage 
with blanks. Students complete the blanks with appropriate list words. 
Inform students that you will be reading aloud a short cloze activity in 
the form of an e-mail. Read the following:
  Dear Natasha, 

Today, I attended a local motocross event and watched in amazement 
as the motocross riders raced through the  1 . They  2  the course and 
sped around the dirt  3 . I didn’t  4  that I would have that much fun! 
I will let you know when I go again and would love it if you joined me!
Sincerely,
Julia

Directed Instruction
1  Invite students to refer to the list words on page 4. Reread the 
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Name

A noun is a person, place, thing, or idea. Nouns can be singular or plural. 

Read the paragraphs, underline the list words that are used as nouns, 
and write the words.

   Bryan’s grandfather, Colton, is in charge of the maintenance of the 
terrain on a motocross circuit in their town. Bryan often accompanies his 
grandfather as he goes about his responsibilities.  
   One afternoon, while upkeeping the course, Bryan noticed that his 
grandfather followed a particular maintenance method. Colton used many 
different pieces of equipment to assist with the progress of contouring 
the dirt trails. For riding safety, he ensured that tree branches and roots 
were removed from the course. Colton told Bryan that his primary function 
as maintenance manager was to safeguard the motocross trails for the 
public. Colton said that he enjoyed his job immensely because he came in 
contact with a lot of people who enjoy racing outdoors. Bryan was proud 

of his grandfather and his positive attitude. 

	 	 9.  10. 

  11.  12. 

  13.  14. 

	 	15.  16. 

3

Pattern Words
insist
hiccup
d fficult
contact
subtotal
method
attitude
function
progress
anticipate
beneftted
technology

Content Words
circuit
engine
terrain
physical
simulated
equipment
dangerous

Vocabulary Words
final
finalist
reversed
traversed

Short Vowels

Lesson 1
Word Study Strategies

 Use the Spelling Dictionary to answer each question.

	 1.  What is the pronunciation for function? 

	 2.  What is the part of speech for anticipate? 

	 3.  What is the definition for technology?  

  

	 4.  What is the sample sentence for simulated?  

  

	 5.  What is the pronunciation for benefitted? 

	 6.  What is the part of speech for finalist? 

	 7.  What is the definition for circuit? 

	 8.  What is the sample sentence for equipment?  

  

I will praise You, for I am fearfully  
and wonderfully made.  Psalm 139:14

/æfungk sh∑n/
v.

application and method
of applying technical knowledge

The computerized
game effectively simulated motocross events.

/æbe n∑ fi t∑d/
n.

a circular course or path
Motocross racers

wear safety equipment such as body armor and boots.

terrain
method

progress
contact

circuit
equipment

function
attitude

Order may 
 vary.

Spe ling Grade 6©4

Lesson 1 
Writing

Short Vowels

	 1.   2.   3.   

 4.  	 5.   6.  

 7.  	 8.   9.  

Pattern Words
áôÖû†ßáô†ßáêë

ÇòáôÉìÉìáŸáƒë

îáôÇñÇñá ÉìáŸÇúáêë

ìÉüéûáêÅÄÉìáêë

†ßáŸÇàçêÉüçêÅÄÇúë

ÚùÑïáêÇòÉüâîë

Äáêáêá áêáŸÅîÑïë

ÇñáŸÖûÉìáêá Éüéûë

áƒÆ ÉüâóÂ§Ñï†ß†ßë

ÄÖûáêá Éìá áƒÅÄáêÑïë

ÇàåïÖûÑïÇñá áêáêÑïÅîë

áêÑ ÉìÇòÖûÉüäúÉüâóØ¥Ï

Content Words
ìá Æ ÉìáŸáôáêë

ÑïÖûÅóøôÖûÑïë

áêÑïÆ§Æ§ÅÄáôÖûë

áƒÇòÖ¥ÙßáôÉìÅÄÇúë

†ßá ÖùáŸÇúÅÄáêÑïÅîë

ÑïÅ£áŸá áƒÖùÑïÖûáêë

îÅÄÖûÅóæïÆ ÉüçŸ†ßë

Vocabulary Words
Çñá ÖûÅÄÇúë

Çñá ÖûÅÄÇúá †ßáêë

Æ§ÑïÖ˜åïÆ§†ßÑïÅîë

áêÆ§ÅÄÖ˜åïÆ§†ßÑïÅîë

To: trav@friend.com

Cc:
Subject: Motocross

 Jeremy sent an e-mail about the extreme sport of motocross to his friend 
 Travis. Choose a list word to complete each sentence.  
 Write each word below.

Dear Travis,

This weekend I attended the Supreme Exhibition of Motocross at Powers 

Arena. It was an exhilarating time of action and speed. The motocross 

racers were impressive as they raced around the dirt 1  that was 

constructed specifically for the 2  arena event. The 3  was designed by 

a former motocross champion and was laid out in a challenging manner. 

As the racers 4  through the course, over bumps and through sharp 

turns, I held my breath! At one point, a loud 5  came out of my mouth! 

No one noticed though, because it was so loud in the arena. 

After the racing events, the freestyle events took place. Freestyle 

motocross is 6  because it involves aerial, acrobatic stunts. A rider 

must hold on to the motocross bike while jumping through the air and 

performing these stunts!

When the motocross events were over, I was able to go down to the dirt 

course and come in 7  with some of the racers and riders. One 8  gave 

me his racing gloves! In the extreme sport of motocross, participants must 

wear protective 9  as a safety precaution. I will show you my racing 

gloves the next time that I see you at school. 

Talk with you soon,

Jeremy

circuit or terrain
traversed
contact

difficult, dangerous, 
or final

hiccup
finalist

circuit or terrain
difficult or dangerous

equipment

Student Day 4

Name

Student Day 3

Cont. from page 4

5.  Read 1 John 4:7: "Beloved, 
let us love one another, for 
love is of God; and everyone 
who loves is born of God 
and knows God." Encourage 
students to share ideas as to 
why it is important for us to 
love one another. Discuss the 
consequences of not loving 
one another. How does this 
positive or negative behavior 
and attitude affect the way 
we participate in sports" 
Most importantly, how do 
these behaviors affect others 
for Christ"

6.  Provide a copy of the BLM 
Parent Letter for each 
student to take home. This 
will inform parents about 
their child’s spelling class.

Student 
Spelling Support

e-mail and challenge students to locate the appropriate list word 
that will fi t into sentence context when you pause at the end of each 
sentence requiring a missing word or words. (1—circuit or terrain; 
2—traversed; 3—circuit or terrain; 4—anticipate)

2  Proceed to page 4 and select a volunteer to read the sentences at the 
top of the page. Students independently complete the cloze activity. 
When complete, select a student to read the e-mail aloud.

3  Homework suggestion: Distribute a copy of BLM SP6-01C Lesson 1 
Homework to each student.

Day 5 Posttest
Objective
The students will correctly write dictated spelling words and sentences.

Introduction
Review by using fl ash cards noted in Day 1 and Day 2 Homework suggestion.
Directed Assessment
1   Dictate the list words by using the Pretest sentences or developing 

original ones. Reserve attitude, circuit, anticipate, diffi cult, terrain, 
and fi nalist for the dictation sentences.

2 Read each sentence. Repeat as needed. 
 • Ben asked the Lord to help him have a good attitude before the race.
 • He was excited to race on the new circuit.
 • Ben did anticipate the race to be very intense. 
 • He knew it was a diffi cult course. 
 • Ben carefully studied the design of the terrain. 
 • Ben did his best and was a fi nalist in the race.
3  If assigned, dictate Extra Challenge Words.
4  Score the test, counting each misspelled word as an error. Correct the 

dictation sentences by grading only the spelling words or grading the 
complete sentences.
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