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Lesson 1  
Word Analysis

1

motocross

Short Vowels Write Pattern Words to complete the exercises.
 Sort the words by the short vowel sound heard
 in the fi rst syllable.

 1.–2. Short a 3.–5. Short e 6.–8. Short i

 9.–10. Short o 11.–12. Short u

 1.   2.  

 3.   4.  

 5.   6.  

 7.   8.  

 9.   10.  

 11.   12.  

 Write Content Words to complete the exercises.

 13.  Motocross is a very p  sport and is

  extremely d .

 14.  Protective e  and gear are very important

  in motocross racing.

 15.  A motorcycle’s e  is built to be light and 

  powerful to assist the rider in race performance.

 16.  The motocross racer followed the diffi cult c

  while racing along the bumpy t .

 17.  The computerized game s  the twists and

  turns of a motocross event.

insist�
hiccup�
difficult�
contact�
subtotal�
method�
attitude�
function�
progress�
anticipate�
benefitted�
technology�

circuit�
engine�
terrain�
physical�
simulated�
equipment�
dangerous�

final�
finalist�
reversed�
traversed�
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Spelling Grade 6©

Write the Vocabulary Words.

 1.   2.  

 3.   4.  

 Refer to the table to complete the exercises. Write the word 
 that is being defi ned.

 5.  related to an ending competition 

 6.  to have traveled across, over, or through a particular 

  location 

 7.  one who is qualifi ed for an ending competition 

 8.  to have turned something to the opposite direction, order, or position 

 Write Vocabulary Words to complete the sentence.

 9.  The   across the circuit.
2

Lesson 1
Vocabulary

Pattern Words
áôÖû†ßáô†ßáêë

ÇòáôÉìÉìáŸáƒë

îáôÇñÇñáôÉìáŸÇúáêë

ìÉüéûáêÅÄÉìáêë

†ßáŸÇàçêÉüçêÅÄÇúë

ÚùÑïáêÇòÉüâîë

ÄáêáêáôáêáŸÅîÑïë

ÇñáŸÖûÉìáêáôÉüéûë

áƒÆ§ÉüâóÂ§Ñï†ß†ßë

ÄÖûáêáôÉìáôáƒÅÄáêÑïë

ÇàåïÖûÑïÇñáôáêáêÑïÅîë

áêÑïÉìÇòÖûÉüäúÉüâóØ¥Ï

Content Words
ìáôÆ§ÉìáŸáôáêë

ÑïÖûÅóøôÖûÑïë

áêÑïÆ§Æ§ÅÄáôÖûë

áƒÇòÖ¥ÙßáôÉìÅÄÇúë

†ßáôÖùáŸÇúÅÄáêÑïÅîë

ÑïÅ£áŸáôáƒÖùÑïÖûáêë

îÅÄÖûÅóæïÆ§ÉüçŸ†ßë

Vocabulary Words
ÇñáôÖûÅÄÇúë

ÇñáôÖûÅÄÇúáô†ßáêë

Æ§ÑïÖ˜åïÆ§†ßÑïÅîë

áêÆ§ÅÄÖ˜åïÆ§†ßÑïÅîë

Short Vowels

 Prefi xes and suffi xes are affi xes. Affi xes expand the meaning or function 
 of a word. 

 A root is the part of a word that gives the basic meaning. 

 Greek and Latin affi xes and roots are used to build many words in the
 English language.

 Knowledge of word origins helps in building spelling and vocabulary skills. 

 • Some words contain one root. fi n + al = fi nal
  Some words contain two roots. circum + spect + ly = circumspectly

 • Some words contain one prefi x. de + fl ect = defl ect
  Some words contain two prefi xes. in + de + scrib + able = indescribable

 • Some words contain one suffi x. vis + or = visor
  Some words contain two suffi xes. fi n + al + ist = fi nalist

 Each prefi x, root, and suffi x has a meaning or function, many of which are 
 derived from or “rooted” in the Greek and Latin languages. Study the table.

Prefi x

re back

tra across

Root

fin end

vers turn

Suffi x

al related to

ist one who

ed makes verbs
  past tense
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Spelling Grade 6©

Name

A noun is a person, place, thing, or idea. Nouns can be singular or plural. 

Read the paragraphs, underline the list words that are used as nouns, 
and write the words.

   Bryan’s grandfather, Colton, is in charge of the maintenance of the 
terrain on a motocross circuit in their town. Bryan often accompanies his 
grandfather as he goes about his responsibilities. 
   One afternoon, while upkeeping the course, Bryan noticed that his 
grandfather followed a particular maintenance method. Colton used many 
different pieces of equipment to assist with the progress of contouring 
the dirt trails. For riding safety, he ensured that tree branches and roots 
were removed from the course. Colton told Bryan that his primary function 
as maintenance manager was to safeguard the motocross trails for the 
public. Colton said that he enjoyed his job immensely because he came in 
contact with a lot of people who enjoy racing outdoors. Bryan was proud 

of his grandfather and his positive attitude. 

  9.  10. 

  11.  12. 

  13.  14. 

  15.  16. 

3

Pattern Words
insist
hiccup
difficult
contact
subtotal
method
attitude
function
progress
anticipate
benefitted
technology

Content Words
circuit
engine
terrain
physical
simulated
equipment
dangerous

Vocabulary Words
final
finalist
reversed
traversed

Short Vowels

Lesson 1
Word Study Strategies

 Use the Spelling Dictionary to answer each question.

 1.  What is the pronunciation for function? 

 2.  What is the part of speech for anticipate? 

 3.  What is the defi nition for technology? 

  

 4.  What is the sample sentence for simulated? 

  

 5.  What is the pronunciation for benefitted? 

 6.  What is the part of speech for finalist? 

 7.  What is the defi nition for circuit? 

 8.  What is the sample sentence for equipment? 

  

I will praise You, for I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made.  Psalm 139:14
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Spelling Grade 6©4

Lesson 1 
Writing

Short Vowels

 1.   2.   3.  

 4.   5.   6.  

 7.   8.   9.  

Pattern Words
áôÖû†ßáô†ßáêë

ÇòáôÉìÉìáŸáƒë

îáôÇñÇñáôÉìáŸÇúáêë

ìÉüéûáêÅÄÉìáêë

†ßáŸÇàçêÉüçêÅÄÇúë

ÚùÑïáêÇòÉüâîë

ÄáêáêáôáêáŸÅîÑïë

ÇñáŸÖûÉìáêáôÉüéûë

áƒÆ§ÉüâóÂ§Ñï†ß†ßë

ÄÖûáêáôÉìáôáƒÅÄáêÑïë

ÇàåïÖûÑïÇñáôáêáêÑïÅîë

áêÑïÉìÇòÖûÉüäúÉüâóØ¥Ï

Content Words
ìáôÆ§ÉìáŸáôáêë

ÑïÖûÅóøôÖûÑïë

áêÑïÆ§Æ§ÅÄáôÖûë

áƒÇòÖ¥ÙßáôÉìÅÄÇúë

†ßáôÖùáŸÇúÅÄáêÑïÅîë

ÑïÅ£áŸáôáƒÖùÑïÖûáêë

îÅÄÖûÅóæïÆ§ÉüçŸ†ßë

Vocabulary Words
ÇñáôÖûÅÄÇúë

ÇñáôÖûÅÄÇúáô†ßáêë

Æ§ÑïÖ˜åïÆ§†ßÑïÅîë

áêÆ§ÅÄÖ˜åïÆ§†ßÑïÅîë

To: trav@friend.com

Cc:
Subject: Motocross

 Jeremy sent an email about the extreme sport of motocross to his friend
 Travis. Choose a list word to complete each sentence. 
 Write each word below.

Dear Travis,

This weekend I attended the Supreme Exhibition of Motocross at Powers 

Arena. It was an exhilarating time of action and speed. The motocross 

racers were impressive as they raced around the dirt 1  that was 

constructed specifi cally for the 2  arena event. The 3  was designed by 

a former motocross champion and was laid out in a challenging manner. 

As the racers 4  through the course, over bumps and through sharp 

turns, I held my breath! At one point, a loud 5  came out of my mouth! 

No one noticed though, because it was so loud in the arena. 

After the racing events, the freestyle events took place. Freestyle 

motocross is 6  because it involves aerial, acrobatic stunts. A rider 

must hold on to the motocross bike while jumping through the air and 

performing these stunts!

When the motocross events were over, I was able to go down to the dirt 

course and come in 7  with some of the racers and riders. One 8  gave 

me his racing gloves! In the extreme sport of motocross, participants must 

wear protective 9  as a safety precaution. I will show you my racing 

gloves the next time that I see you at school. 

Talk with you soon,

Jeremy
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