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Book Background and Lesson Content 
This lesson is the first in a series of three lessons on the nature and 
attributes of God. The focus this week is on the omnipresence of  
God—His presence at all times in all places. This lesson also focuses  
on God’s eternal nature. 

Many psalms in the Old Testament speak of the eternal nature of God, His 
power, and His presence. The book of Psalms is composed of 150 individual 
psalms, which were written as poems or prayers. Various authors penned 
the psalms over a period of almost 1,000 years, including Solomon, Asaph, 
and David, who wrote more than 70 psalms. Psalms, as the book appears 
in modern Bibles, began as a collection of smaller books. These five smaller 
books make up the five sections into which the book is divided. Psalm 139 
is in the last section, or book 5.

Psalm 139:7–12 is one of the Scriptures that highlights God’s 
omnipresence as well as His concern for His people. This psalm is 
attributed to David and is addressed to the director of music, possibly a 
worship leader in the tabernacle who may have set the psalm to music for 
corporate worship. The overall theme of the psalm is God’s ever-present 
nature. David expresses joy in knowing that God is always with him and 
will continue to guide him.

Other key passages from the Old and New Testaments, including Jeremiah 
23:23–24, 1 Kings 8:27, and Matthew 18:20, emphasize the omnipresence 
of the triune God. Not only does He fill the universe; He is personally 
present in the life of every believer, promising that He will never leave or 
forsake those who belong to Him (Deuteronomy 31:6).
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5.0 Lesson Preparation
God Is Omnipresent

Expected Student Outcomes
Know
God is everywhere.

Do
Students will:
• study Psalm 139 and conclude that God is omnipresent 
• read and respond to scriptural evidence of God’s eternal nature 
• demonstrate understanding of God’s presence with them personally
•  identify ways they can become more aware of God’s presence in their 

everyday life

APPLY
Students will recognize that they are never alone.

Teacher Resources
Ford, Leighton. The Attentive Life: Discerning God’s Presence in All Things. 

InterVarsity Press, 2008.
Yancey, Philip. Finding God in Unexpected Places. WaterBrook Press, 2008.

Student Resources
Seifert, Sheila, and Beth Naylor. Where Is God? NexGen, 2007.
Tenney, Tommy. God Chasers for Kids. Destiny Image, 2002.

Deuteronomy 31:6
 MEMORY VERSE

Day 1:
• Sentence strips 
• Dollar bills, envelope
•  BLM 5A God Is Here, map or 

globe (Extension)

Day 2:
• Clock or watch

Day 3:
•  No additional materials are 

needed.

Day 4:
• Globe
• Clay, cord (Extension)

Day 5:
• BLMs 5B–C Lesson 5 Test 

 MATERIALS
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• omnipresent
• psalm

GLOSSARY WORDS

NOTES

Have you ever seen the Latin phrase Vocatus atque non vocatus, Deus aderit 
carved on a wall or written on a plaque? The English translation of this 
phrase is Bidden or not bidden, God is present. A more idiomatic translation 
might be God is always here, whether you’re aware of Him or not. God’s 
omnipresence—His quality of being present everywhere at all times—is 
the focus of this week’s lesson.

David reflected on this attribute of God when he wrote Psalm 139:7–12, 
which includes the questions Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where 
can I flee from Your presence? David’s rhetorical questions underscore his 
understanding that God is omnipresent—He is everywhere!

When you read these verses, you may think, “I can’t escape from God. 
There’s nowhere to hide.” But there’s no need to hide! God’s love, grace, and 
mercy are also omnipresent—they constantly surround you, even if you are 
momentarily unaware of God’s presence. 

Look around your empty classroom before your students arrive for the day. 
Even though you’re alone in the room, God is there. He is with you in the 
quiet of the morning, and He is with you in the hustle and bustle of the 
day. God’s greatest desire is for you and your students to be aware of His 
loving presence not only in the classroom but in every aspect of life. Pause 
to thank God for being with you through the indwelling Holy Spirit, and 
ask Him to help you become more aware of His presence as you teach your 
students throughout the day.  

 TEACHER’S HEART

Lesson Outline
I. God is everywhere
 A. God’s attributes revealed through Scripture
 B. Definition of the prefix omni 
 C. God is omnipresent ( Jer 23:23–24, Ps 139:7–12)
II. God is eternal
 A. God has always existed ( Job 38:4; Rev 1:4, 22:13)
 B. God is omnipresent in time (Isa 57:15a, 1 Tim 1:17, Ps 90:1–2)
III. Believers are never alone 
 A.  God is present and involved in the life of believers (Heb 13:5b,  

Josh 1:5, Mt 28:20b)
 B.  God was with Jeremiah and Joseph ( Jer 38:4–6, Gen 39:20–23,  

Deut 31:6)
IV. God’s presence is real
 A. A Masai boy trusts God
 B. God’s Word offers assurance of His presence (Ps 121, Eph 3:17)
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Introduction  
Inform students that today’s lesson deals with characteristics. Some 
characteristics are physical qualities. Provide an example by asking students 
to raise their hand if they have brown hair. Then have them raise their 
hand if they have brown eyes. Continue with other physical characteristics 
as time permits. Explain that physical characteristics are those qualities 
that can be observed in a person’s appearance. Other characteristics can be 
observed in a person’s attitude or actions. 

Show students the dollar bills inside the envelope. Point out that  
there is no name or address on the envelope, so the owner is unknown.  
Ask students to suggest what someone might do if he or she found a 
similar envelope on the street. (Answers will vary, but should include 
donating the money to a good cause, spending the money right away, 
giving the money to a friend, or trying to find the owner.) Remark 
that the way a person typically responds to a situation like this is a 
characteristic of that person. Some positive characteristics people can 
display are kindness and friendliness; negative characteristics are greediness 
and selfishness. Ask a volunteer to share which characteristics a person 
might show if he or she kept the money without trying to find its owner. 
(Possible answers: greediness, selfishness) 

Inform students that this week’s lesson begins a three-lesson series about the 
attributes of God. Attribute is another word for characteristic. Explain that 
God’s Word reveals a number of God’s attributes. Human beings will never 
be able to understand everything about God, but God encourages believers 
to read His Word so they can learn about His nature (Isaiah 55:9).

Directed Instruction  
Write the prefix omni and the word presence on the board, and leave space 
between the two. Pronounce omni for the class. Explain that omni is a 
prefix added to the front of a base word that adds to its meaning. The prefix 
omni means all or always. Point out that omni can be added to the base 
word presence to make a new word. Ask students to say what they think the 
word omnipresence means. (Possible answers: always present; always here) 
Explain that one attribute of God is omnipresence. He is always here! 

Provide scriptural evidence of God’s omnipresence by having students 
look up Jeremiah 23:23–24 and Psalm 139:7–12. Read these Scriptures 
together as a class. Ask students where God lives, according to these verses. 
(everywhere) Explain that not only is God always with them wherever 
they are; He is also everywhere all the time! God fills the universe. He is 
omnipresent. Omnipresent means always present everywhere.

Obviously, people cannot be everywhere at all times. They are limited 
because they have physical bodies. Every physical thing that God has 
created is limited to being in just one place at a time. But God is different! 
He has no limits; He is omnipresent.

5.1 God Is Omnipresent
Focus: God Is Everywhere

Deuteronomy 31:6 
 MEMORY VERSE

•  Have students look up the 
Memory Verse and read it 
chorally. Attach the prepared 
sentence strips to the board 
in random order, and direct 
volunteers to rearrange the 
phrases so that they match 
the verse. Repeat this activity 
several times and have the class 
recite the verse each time the 
phrases are arranged correctly. 

MEMORY WORK

Prepare several sentence strips 
by writing each phrase of the 
Memory Verse on a separate 
sentence strip. (Memory Work)

Place a few dollar bills in an 
envelope. (Introduction)

 PREPARATION

1A Print enough copies of BLM 
5A God Is Here so that each 
student will have several arrows 
to cut out. Inform students that 
some maps, such as those found 
at the entrances to shopping 
malls, show people where they 
are in relationship to the place 
they want to go. Most maps 
have an arrow pointing to the 
shopper’s current location. 
Next to the arrow are the words 
You are here. As a reminder to 
students that God is everywhere, 
distribute a set of arrows to 
each student. Have students 
cut out the arrows and tape 
them randomly on a map or a 
globe; have the class cover as 
many countries as possible. Tell 
students they may also place the 
arrows around the classroom or 
playground as a reminder that 
God is omnipresent. 

 EXTENSION
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Review
• What is an attribute? (a characteristic)
•  Will people ever be able to fully understand God’s attributes? (No, 

people can’t understand everything about God’s nature.)
•  God is always present everywhere. What is this attribute of God called? 

(omnipresence, or being omnipresent)
• When is God omnipresent? (all the time)
• Is anything or anyone else omnipresent? (No, only God is omnipresent.)

Student Page 5.1
This page reviews the prefix omni, which will be used in the next two 
lessons. Encourage students to work independently on the page. Check the 
answers together in class. 

Notes:

DAY
1

The Latin prefix omni means all or always. Present means here now. 

1.  Write your own definition for omnipresent. Check the Glossary to see if your 
definition is correct.  

2.  King David wrote about God’s omnipresence in Psalm 139. Read Psalm 139:7–12. 
Write the main point of each verse in your own words.  

Verse 7:  

Verse 8:  

Verse 9:  

Verse 10:  

Verse 11:  

Verse 12: 

3.  Using Psalm 139 and the picture to the right as a  
guide, list some places where God is present. 

 

 

 

 

   

4.  What does it mean to you that God is omnipresent? 

 

 

 

5.1God Is Omnipresent
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Name

•  How does it comfort you to 
know that God is omnipresent? 
(Answers will vary, but should 
include that I can pray to God 
at any time or in any place, 
and He will hear my prayer.) 

•  Is there any place you can go 
to hide from God? (No, He is 
everywhere all the time. I 
can’t hide from God.)

•  The Old Testament prophet 
Jonah tried to run away from 
God when God told him to go 
to Nineveh. Why was Jonah 
unsuccessful? (Jonah was 
foolish in trying to run away 
from God, because God is 
omnipresent.)

•  Have you ever wished that you 
could hide or run away from 
God? (Answers will vary.) If so, 
how did you feel at that time? 
(Possible answers: unhappy, 
guilty, afraid, worried, 
troubled) 

APPLICATION
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always present everywhere

Where can I go that You aren’t there?
If I go up to heaven or down to hell, You are there.

Possible answers:

If I could fly or go across the sea, You could still find me.
You guide me and hold me in Your hand.
Even if I think I can hide in the dark, You’re there.
The darkness isn’t dark to You. 

Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.
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Introduction
Ask students if they have ever wished they had a time machine that would 
enable them to travel forward or backward in time. (Answers will vary.) 
Select one or two students to share what time period they would travel to 
and why they would choose that particular date. (Answers will vary.) Point 
out that although it is fun to think about traveling through time, it is not 
possible. People are limited; they can only be in one place at one time. But 
God is different. He is not limited by time or space. 

Directed Instruction   
Draw a line on the board as shown:  
State that the line illustrates the concept of the word eternal. If something 
is eternal, it has no beginning or end. Make a dot on the far left side of 
the line and explain that this point represents the Creation, when time on 
the earth began. Make another dot on the far right side of the line and 
tell students that the point represents the moment Jesus returns. Remind 
students that God created time but that He is not limited by it. God is 
eternal. Review that eternal means everlasting and without end. God existed 
before time began, and He will always exist in the future 
(  Job 38:4; Revelation 1:4, 22:13). 

Divide the class into three teams. Provide each team with a marker and 
a large sheet of construction paper. Ask each team to choose someone 
to be the team scribe. Direct each team to look up one of the following 
verses about God’s eternal nature and record their findings on the sheet of 
construction paper:
• Isaiah 57:15a (God inhabits eternity, or God lives forever.) 
• 1 Timothy 1:17 (God is eternal and immortal.)
• Psalm 90:1–2 (God is everlasting.)

During the activity, ensure that students are able to find and record 
the information correctly. Once all three teams have finished, invite a 
representative from each team to share their team’s findings with the class. 
Conclude the activity by repeating that God has no beginning and no end. 

Draw a ray on the board as shown: 
Explain that this ray represents each person’s existence. Point out that 
unlike God, people have a beginning. They did not exist before they were 
created. God has given people an eternal spirit. People will never stop 
existing, even after their body dies. God loves everyone and wants them 
to live with Him forever. His free gift to all people is salvation through 
faith in Jesus Christ. Point to a wall clock or display a watch. Remind 
students that although Christians will enjoy eternity with the Lord, the 
length of each person’s life on Earth is limited, and no one knows when  
his or her time will end. Time is a gift from God that believers should  
use wisely.  

5.2 God Is Omnipresent
Focus: God Is Eternal

Have a wall clock or a watch on 
hand. (Directed Instruction)

 PREPARATION

2A To illustrate the concept of 
eternity, have students make a 
Möbius strip—a simple model 
to show something with no 
beginning and no end. Cut 
construction paper into 18" strips 
and distribute a strip to each 
student. To make the model, each 
student needs to give his or her 
strip a half twist and then tape 
the ends of the strip together 
to form a loop. Ask students to 
imagine that an ant is crawling 
along the strip. The ant can begin 
its journey anywhere along the 
strip. Eventually, the ant will 
crawl over the entire surface area 
of the strip, but it will never reach 
the end. 

 EXTENSION
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Review
•  How are people different from God in relationship to time? (People can 

only be in one place at one time. God is everywhere all the time.)
•  Are people eternal like God? (People are not like God, because they 

have a beginning. But they have an eternal spirit that will exist after 
their body dies.)  

•  How can people live with God forever? (by placing their faith in Jesus 
and accepting Him as Savior)

•  How should Christians use their time on Earth? ( They should use time 
wisely, living according to God’s ways.)

Time Line
Illustrate the eternal nature of God by pointing to the left side of the  
Time Line and reminding students that God existed before the beginning 
of time. Point to the right side of the line and note that God will continue 
to exist even when heaven and Earth pass away (Mark 13:31). 

Student Page 5.2
Have students complete the page independently. 

DAY
2

God is eternal. He has no beginning and will have no end. Use the references listed to 
complete the sentences about God’s eternal nature. 

1. God was in the .  

2.  God is the Alpha and the , the Beginning 
and the End.

3.  God knew you before the  
of the world.

4.  God is, was, and is to .

5.  God will always be with you, even to the  of 
the age.

6. God’s counsel or plans stand . 

God Is Omnipresent5.2
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Genesis 1:1

Revelation 22:13

Ephesians 1:4

Revelation 1:4

Matthew 28:20

Psalm 33:11

7.  Open your Bible to 1 Timothy 1:17. Write the verse.  

 

 

 

 

•  Have you ever wished that God 
had not created time? (Answers 
will vary.) What would life be 
like if time stopped? (Answers 
will vary.)

•  What does the phrase to waste 
time mean? (to make poor 
choices in how I use my time) 
Is it good to waste time? (No, 
I need to use my time wisely 
because it is a gift from God.)

•  All people will spend eternity 
with or without God. What 
difference does it make in 
your life to know this truth? 
(Answers will vary, but should 
include that I want to live with 
God forever. I also want to 
share God’s plan of salvation 
with those I meet so that they 
can spend eternity with God 
too.)

•  Take a few minutes to pray 
about wisely using the time 
the Lord has given you to 
accomplish His will.

APPLICATION

In Deuteronomy 33:27a, the 
eternal God is referred to as a 
refuge, a place of shelter and 
protection from danger, attack, 
or storm. His great strength lasts 
forever, driving the enemy away 
from His followers. Christians 
in the early Church found their 
refuge in God when successive 
emperors unleashed a torrent 
of persecution against the 
followers of Christ. Persecution 
intensified under Nero in 64 ad 
and continued for more than 200 
years. Throughout this dark time, 
the comfort and abiding strength 
of God’s presence enabled His 
people to endure torture and 
even martyrdom for the sake of 
Christ. 

REINFORCEMENT
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beginning
Omega

foundation or creation

come

end

forever

1 Timothy 1:17
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Introduction  
Select three volunteers to read Hebrews 13:5b, Joshua 1:5, and Matthew 
28:20b. After all the verses have been read, direct students’ attention to 
the words you have written on the board. Explain that the words relate 
to God’s presence. Ask students when God promises to be with them, 
according to the verses they have just read. (always) Point to the word 
always. Emphasize that God is always with them and is always involved in 
their life! 

Directed Instruction  
Have students think of a time when they were physically alone or felt 
alone. Invite several students to share their experience of being alone. Ask 
them how they felt during this time. (Possible answers: afraid, lonely, sad, 
discouraged) Focus on students’ feelings of loneliness or their fear of being 
alone. Remind students that God is omnipresent. He is always with them, 
even when no one else is there. 

Inform students that the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah always spoke 
God’s truth, but King Zedekiah did not want to hear it. His advisors 
thought that Jeremiah should not be allowed to speak against the king, 
even though it was God who gave Jeremiah the words to say. Have  
students open their Bible to Jeremiah 38:4 –6 and follow along as you  
read what happened to Jeremiah. 

Ask students to recount what happened to Jeremiah because he spoke 
God’s truth. (He was thrown into a dungeon or a cistern.) Inform 
students that this dungeon or cistern was a dry water well, not a prison cell. 
Ask students how Jeremiah may have felt down in the well, all alone and 
sinking in the mire or mud. (Answers may vary, but should include lonely 
and afraid.) Emphasize that Jeremiah was never alone because God was 
with him and delivered him from the well.

Point out that Jeremiah was not the only person in the Bible who was 
thrown into a pit and left alone. Joseph, one of Jacob’s sons, was betrayed  
by his brothers, thrown into a pit, and sold as a slave (Genesis 37:23–28). 
Later, Joseph ended up in prison. Have students open their Bible to 
Genesis 39:20 –23 and follow along as you read. Ask students to name  
who was with Joseph and helped him succeed, according to verses 21  
and 23. (God) 

Conclude by reminding students that whenever they feel lonely or afraid, 
they can always pray and tell God what they are going through. God is 
omnipresent; He is present with every believer all the time. He loves and 
cares for His children. He will never abandon them (Deuteronomy 31:6). 

Student Page 5.3
Direct students to complete the page independently.

5.3 God Is Omnipresent
Focus: Believers Are Never Alone

Write the following words on 
the board: sometimes, often, 
occasionally, frequently, and 
always. (Introduction)

 PREPARATION

3A Obtain an audio copy of 
the song “God Be in My Head” 
by Jared Anderson. This song 
teaches students to become 
aware of God’s constant 
presence. 

 EXTENSION
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Review
• When is God present with His people? (always)
•  What happened to Jeremiah when he prophesied against King Zedekiah? 

(He was thrown into a well.) Who was with Jeremiah? (God)
•  How was Jeremiah’s experience similar to Joseph’s? (Both of them  

were mistreated with no person around who loved them, but God  
was with them.)

•  What can believers do when they feel alone? ( They can pray and know 
that God is with them.)

Notes: 

DAY
3 5.3

Name

God Is Omnipresent

God is omnipresent. He is everywhere all the time. Think  
about places you go or activities you do during the day.  
List three places or activities to complete the sentence. 

1. God is with me when I am ...

a. .

b. .

c. .

2.  Have you ever been lonely or afraid? How did God’s presence help you overcome  
your loneliness or fear? 

 

Joseph was mistreated by his brothers and thrown into a pit. Then his brothers pulled 
him out of the pit and sold him to some slave traders. Later, Joseph was put in prison for 
a crime he never did. Joseph might have felt alone, but he was not alone. God was with 
him. Refer to Genesis 39:20–23 to answer the questions. 

3.  How did God show His mercy or kindness to Joseph?  

 

4.  What happened in Joseph’s life because of God’s presence? 
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•  Not only is God always present, 
but He always desires to have a 
relationship with you. How can 
you develop that relationship?  
(I can study God’s Word to 
know Him better, pray daily, 
and worship God.)

•  Does the fact that God is always 
with you mean you will never 
experience any dangers or 
difficulties in your life? (I may 
experience dangers or difficult 
times, but God promises to 
be with me, no matter what 
happens.)

•  What did you learn by listening 
to the experiences of Jeremiah 
and Joseph? (Answers will 
vary, but should include that 
God was with them through 
hard times.)

APPLICATION
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Answers will vary.

Answers will vary.

He caused the prison keeper to show Joseph favor. 

Answers will vary, but should include that Joseph 
was successful, and the prison keeper put Joseph 
in charge of all the prisoners.
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Introduction  
Hold up a globe. Select a volunteer to locate the country of Kenya on 
the continent of Africa. Ask students to state the attribute that enables 
God to be everywhere all the time. (His omnipresence) Remind students 
that God is always present but that He may not reveal Himself in every 
situation. He loves and cares about everyone. Explain that in today’s lesson 
students will hear about a boy in Kenya who experienced the omnipresence 
of God. 

Directed Instruction  
Read the following fictional story: 

Santamo was a 12-year-old Masai boy who lived in Kenya. The Masai 
people living in this part of Kenya had a Christian church in their 
village. Their pastor read the Bible as he taught the people about God’s 
love and plan of salvation. Santamo listened closely. He believed the 
words of the Bible and accepted Jesus as his Savior.

Even though he was just a young boy, Santamo didn’t attend school 
very often; instead, like most Masai people, he herded cattle to provide 
income for his family. Santamo’s family depended on him to lead their 
animals to good grass and to keep the cattle safe from harm. At night, 
all the cattle would be driven together into a group surrounded by an 
enkang, a thorn fence.

Herdsmen took turns watching the cattle at night, and it was especially 
difficult for Santamo to take his turn. He would make a fire and curl 
up in his blanket, but he could still hear the sounds of wild animals all 
around him. Santamo felt lonely and frightened. During these times, 
he would pray, sing songs, and recite the words of Psalm 121. Santamo 
had a close relationship with God. He knew that God was always with 
him, even when he was alone. 

Have students open their Bible to the book of Psalms. State that this book 
is made up of 150 individual psalms. A psalm is defined as a poem that is 
said or sung as a prayer. Psalms in the Bible are poems or songs dedicated to 
worshipping and praising God. Explain to students that references to the 
book of Psalms are singular, so the correct way to refer to a chapter or verse 
is Psalm 1, not Psalms 1. 

Santamo had memorized Psalm 121. Have students open their Bible to 
Psalm 121 and read the psalm chorally. Challenge students to suggest 
reasons why Santamo may have chosen that particular psalm to memorize. 
(Answers will vary, but should include that Psalm 121 says that God is 
with His people, and Santamo was often by himself.) 

Remind students that Santamo knew that God was with him in a very 
special way. Select a volunteer to read Ephesians 3:17. Ask students to 
share the special way that God is with all Christians. (Christ dwells within 
them when they accept Him by faith.) Review God’s plan of salvation and

5.4 God Is Omnipresent
Focus: God’s Presence Is Real

Display a globe in a central 
location in the classroom. 
(Introduction)

 PREPARATION

4A Give each student a piece of 
polymer clay. Invite students to 
make a cross that can be strung 
on a cord and worn around their 
neck or wrist. Their cross will 
remind them that Jesus is always 
with His followers. 

 EXTENSION


