
The list below provides a quick overview of the materials contained in the Purposeful Design Elementary Bible 
series. It is followed by an introduction to the series and sequential grade-by-grade scope and sequence. 

Lesson Components
• Worship Time, Listening Time, and Activity Time sections (Preschool and Kindergarten)
• Introduction, Directed Instruction, and Review sections (Grade 1–Grade 6)
• Optional weekly tests (Grade 1–Grade 6)

Materials
Teacher’s Edition

• Teacher’s Heart inspiring devotional
• Application sidebars presenting questions to promote further discussion
• Preparation sidebars listing needed materials
• Extension sidebars listing suggested additional activities 
• Hand icons (Preschool) delineating activities for two age groups

Student Activity Book (Preschool) and Student Edition (Kindergarten–Grade 6)
• 34 weekly lessons
• Stand alone Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter lessons

Resources CD
• Blackline Masters
• Chapel Programs
• Bible Illustrations
• Song lyrics (Preschool-Grade 2)
• Transparency Masters (Grade 1–Grade 6)
• PowerPoint presentations in PDF format (Grade 1–Grade 6)

Music CD (Preschool–Grade 2)
Printed Visual Aids (Preschool–Grade 2)
Time Line (Kindergarten–Grade 6)

Overview of the Purposeful Design Elementary Bible Series
Christian Worldview
The goal of the Purposeful Design Elementary Bible series is for every student to develop a Christian worldview. 
A worldview is that framework from which each person views reality, makes sense of life, and interacts with the 
world. The Christian worldview holds that the primary reason for each person’s existence  
is to love and serve God. People develop a Christian worldview through both the knowledge and application of 
Scripture. For this reason, it is essential for students to have an in-depth knowledge of Bible truths as well as the 
ability to apply Scripture to their daily life. 

Scope and Sequence



Level Subject

Preschool Familiar Bible truths that emphasize God’s love 

Kindergarten Familiar Bible truths that emphasize God’s loving care

First Grade Familiar Bible truths that emphasize God’s relationship to people

Second Grade Studies on character traits of various people in the Bible with 
application to students’ life

Level Subject

Third Grade Studies in the life of Christ, the early Church, and missions from the 
time of Paul until now

Fourth Grade Studies in the basic doctrines of the Church

Fifth Grade Studies in the Old Testament that emphasize choices and their 
consequences

Sixth Grade Studies in the New Testament that emphasize application to 
students’ personal life 

Overarching Themes
Key to the development of a Christian worldview is the presentation of overarching themes that permeate all 
the Elementary Bible materials, regardless of the lesson topic or grade level. These themes, as follow, are woven 
throughout the series:

•  God tells His great story in the Bible. God’s Word displays God’s nature, God’s works, and God’s plan of 
redemption. The teaching of sound doctrine from the Bible is central to every lesson. It is this knowledge of 
God that establishes a solid foundation for life. 

•  God’s Word is truth. God’s Word is true. Students learn that the Bible is the best source for guidance and 
direction in life. 

•  God loves everyone. God loves and cares for people. His desire is for all people to have a right relationship 
with Him. His intentions toward every person are always gracious and good.

•  Everyone needs to come to a saving faith in Jesus. All people must experience salvation to have a right 
relationship with God; so the series often presents the gospel message, which involves repentance, personal 
faith, and acceptance of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. A personal relationship with Jesus Christ is dynamic 
and life-changing as each Christian faithfully grows in knowledge of and obedience to the Lord.

•  Christlike behavior, evangelism, ministry, stewardship, and apologetics are all applications of spiritual 
growth in Christ. Personal faith is demonstrated by behavior. Students learn to serve others in response 
to God’s love for them and to share the good news of salvation in their homes and neighborhoods and 
throughout the world. 

•  Bible study, prayer, and worship are disciplines for spiritual growth. The series emphasizes spiritual 
disciplines to help establish and reinforce a biblical worldview as students grow in their faith by consistently 
using these methods for growth. God’s desire is that Christians be conformed to the character of Jesus Christ. 
This involves a transformation of the mind and the heart through the work of the Holy Spirit, who gives 
Christians the desire to change and enables them to do the will of God.

•  Students need to know and understand spiritual concepts. As part of the overarching themes throughout 
the series, each weekly Bible lesson teaches and develops spiritual concepts. These concepts include salvation, 
grace, mercy, repentance, perseverance, faith, forgiveness, worship, thanksgiving, praise, aspects of God’s 
divine nature, and a personal relationship with God.

Expected Student Outcomes
A strong Bible program requires that students not only acquire skills and knowledge but also grow in faith and 
demonstrate that faith by their behavior. For this reason, each lesson has a unique set of expected students 
outcomes—statements of desired student outcomes in the areas of life application, skills, and knowledge through 
studying the lesson. Because growth in faith is an individual matter, students will come to apply Scripture over the 
course of time as they grow in their relationship with God. 

Translations
The Purposeful Design Elementary Bible series can be used in conjunction with any translation of the Bible. In an 
effort to maintain a translation-nonspecific Bible series, verses or passages of Scripture are frequently referenced 
but seldom quoted. Unless otherwise noted, any direct quotations from Scripture that appear in the Teacher or 
Student Editions have been taken from the New King James Version (NKJV). 

Series Grade-Level Subjects



Grade 3
Studies in the life of Christ, the early Church,  
and missions from the time of Paul until now

Lesson Title Lesson Summary Core Concepts Memory Verses
1 Jesus in the 

Beginning
The Trinity exists eternally. Students 
acknowledge that they are part 
of God’s plan of redemption to all 
mankind.

Trinity, omniscience, 
omnipresence, omnipotence, 
relationship to God

Deuteronomy 6:4

2 Jesus’ Birth and 
Childhood

Jesus is fully God and fully man. 
Students value spiritual, intellectual, 
social, and physical growth.

relationship to God, revelation, 
divinity

Luke 2:40

3 Jesus Prepares for 
Ministry

Jesus receives the Holy Spirit’s 
baptism, and then Satan tempts 
Jesus. Students emulate Jesus by 
using God’s Word to have victory. 

revelation, Trinity, temptation, 
spiritual warfare

Matthew 3:17

4 The First Four 
Disciples      

Jesus calls the first disciples to follow 
Him. Students respond to God’s call 
of obedience in their life.

listening to God, equipping, 
growing in faith

Isaiah 6:8

5 Equipping the 
Disciples     

Jesus calls the remaining eight 
disciples. Students realize that the 
Holy Spirit can transform and equip 
them.

listening to God, equipping, 
growing in faith

Luke 6:40

6 The Beatitudes Jesus teaches the Beatitudes. 
Students exhibit godly behaviors  
to influence the world. 

relationship to God, 
relationship to others, 
encouraging, evangelism

Matthew 5:16

7 Building on the 
Rock      

Jesus instructs His followers to build 
on the Rock. Students choose to 
make Bible study, prayer, worship, 
and fellowship priorities in their life.

listening to God, obedience, 
wisdom

1 Corinthians 3:11

8 “I Am” Statements     Jesus uses “I Am” statements to teach 
about Himself. Students identify 
Jesus’ attributes so they can rely on 
Jesus to meet their needs.

truth, relationship to God, 
divinity, faith

John 14:6

9 The Lord’s Prayer Jesus teaches how to pray. Students 
pray the Lord’s Prayer and integrate 
this model into their daily prayers.

prayer, relationship to God, 
omnipotence, submission

Proverbs 15:29

10 Walking in Love  Jesus directs His disciples to love 
others. Students evaluate their own 
motives for service and demonstrate 
practical ways to love others.

love, relationship to others, 
selflessness

1 John 4:7–8

11 Born Again After learning about Nicodemus, 
students take steps to begin or 
deepen their faith in Jesus.

salvation, faith, relationship to 
God, truth

John 3:3

12 Responding to the 
Gospel      

Jesus teaches the parable of the 
sower. Students identify obstacles to 
their faith and take Spirit-led action 
to remove them.

sowing, reaping, listening to 
God, growing in faith

Luke 8:15

13 Thanksgiving Jesus heals 10 lepers; one gives 
thanks. Students identify blessings  
in their life and develop gratitude.

thanksgiving, praise, love Colossians 3:17



Lesson Title Lesson Summary Core Concepts Memory Verses
14 Seeking the Lost  Jesus teaches parables about the lost. 

Students relate to God’s concern by 
sharing the love of Christ.

evangelism, reconciliation, 
compassion, thanksgiving, 
repentance

Luke 19:10

15 Forgiving  Jesus teaches about forgiveness. 
Students conclude they are to forgive 
others as God has forgiven them.

repentance, forgiveness, 
relationship to God, 
relationship to others

Ephesians 4:32

16 Stewardship Jesus instructs how to be a good 
steward. Students demonstrate 
faithful use of their possessions, 
abilities, and time.

stewardship, relationship to 
God

1 Corinthians 4:2

17 Christmas Jesus’ birth fulfills Old Testament 
prophecies. Students acknowledge 
that God fulfills His promises.

prophecy, divinity, 
omnipotence, worship, 
reconciliation

John 3:17

18 Jesus’ First Miracle        Jesus changes water into wine. 
Students recognize that all requests 
can be brought to God. They testify 
of God’s power and provision.

omnipotence, divinity, 
provision

John 2:11

19 Jesus Satisfies Jesus feeds 5,000 people. He later 
casts demons into pigs. Students 
demonstrate compassion toward the 
physical and spiritual needs of others.

compassion, omnipotence, 
provision

Psalm 34:8

20 Walking on Water Jesus and Peter walk on water. 
Students affirm God’s trustworthiness 
and realize that faith in God is the 
antidote for fear.

omnipotence, relationship to 
God, trust

Philippians 4:13

21 Healing a Blind Man Jesus heals a man born blind. 
Students compare and contrast 
physical and spiritual blindness. They 
pray for spiritual discernment.

truth, omnipotence, 
obedience, divinity, faith

Isaiah 60:1

22 Lazarus Lives Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. 
Students acknowledge and revere 
God for His power over the spiritual 
and physical domains.

growing in faith, omnipotence, 
relationship to others

Jeremiah 32:27

23 The Transfiguration Through Jesus’ teaching about 
the cost of discipleship, His 
transfiguration, and His prediction  
of His death, students identify ways 
God reveals His plan to them.

divinity, relationship to God, 
omnipresence, listening to 
God 

Jeremiah 29:11

24 The Holy Spirit At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
empowers the followers of Jesus. 
Students testify about the power of 
the Holy Spirit and pray to be led by 
Him.

Trinity, evangelism, 
omnipresence, equipping, 
omnipotence

Acts 4:31

25 Peter Is Transformed  Jesus restores Peter. Students 
acknowledge they can be forgiven 
and restored in Christ.

restoration, evangelism, 
boldness, faith

1 John 1:9

26 Stephen and the 
Early Church

The gospel spreads after the life and 
martyrdom of Stephen and because 
of persecution. Students practice 
ways to respond to persecution.

relationship to God, 
persecution, selflessness, 
evangelism, omnipresence

Romans 8:18



Lesson Title Lesson Summary Core Concepts Memory Verses
27 Saul’s Conversion Saul, the persecutor, becomes Paul, 

the follower of Jesus. Students 
recognize that no one is beyond 
God’s forgiveness.

forgiveness, salvation, grace, 
evangelism

Isaiah 1:18

28 Paul’s Early Ministry  God builds His Church through Paul 
and others. Students identify skills 
and experiences God has given them 
to be used for His glory.

evangelism, equipping, 
provision, leadership 

1 Chronicles 16:24

29 Easter Jesus appears to over 500 people 
after His crucifixion, death, and 
resurrection. He ascends to heaven. 
Students celebrate Jesus’ selflessness.

love, omnipotence, salvation, 
resurrection, selflessness, 
forgiveness

John 11:25

30 Paul’s First Two 
Missionary Journeys 

Paul takes his first two missionary 
journeys. Students demonstrate 
perseverance and determination.

evangelism, equipping, 
perseverance, selflessness, 
persecution

Hebrews 10:36

31 Paul’s Third Journey Paul takes his third missionary 
journey. Students discover how God’s 
Word equips them for service.

evangelism, equipping, 
perseverance, encouraging, 
spiritual warfare

Hebrews 10:24

32 Paul’s Journey to 
Rome    

Paul heads to Rome. His ship wrecks. 
Students learn to emulate Paul’s 
perseverance and responsibility.

prayer, listening to God, 
deliverance, perseverance

Galatians 6:9

33 The Great 
Commission

God calls all believers to preach the 
gospel and make disciples. Students 
fulfill the Great Commission.

compassion, evangelism, 
salvation

Matthew 28:19

34 Review After sequencing the events of 
Jesus’ life, the early Church, and 
Peter’s and Paul’s ministry, students  
evaluate their own spiritual growth 
throughout the past school year.

2 Peter 1:3

Grade 4
Studies in the basic doctrines of the Church

Lesson Title  Core Concepts Memory Verses
1 The Bible Is Truth Students recognize that God’s Word 

is truth and is relevant to their life.
truth, equipping, listening to 
God, revelation, wisdom, faith

John 8:32

2 The Bible Is Inspired Students recognize that the Bible 
is inspired by God and useful for 
doctrine, rebuking, correcting, and 
training in righteousness.

inspiring, relationship to God, 
listening to God, revelation, 
prophecy

2 Timothy 3:16–17 

3 The Bible Endures Students conclude that God’s Word is 
eternal; it endures even though other 
things do not. 

eternal, truth, revelation, 
Trinity

Isaiah 40:8

4 Bible Study Tools Students use Bible study tools to 
increase their understanding of the 
Bible.

equipping, wisdom, 
perseverance

2 Timothy 2:15

5 God Is Omnipresent Students recognize that God is 
everywhere; they are never alone.

omnipresence, eternal Deuteronomy 31:6

6 God Is Omniscient Students realize that God knows 
everything, including everything 
about them.

omniscience, eternal Psalm 147:5


