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Lesson Preparation
Abraham Prays

2.0

James 5:16
 MEMORY VERSE

Books of the Bible
Praying

 SONGS

Day 1:
• VA 2A Abraham Prays
• Rope (Extension) 

Day 2:
• TM-3 Books of the Bible 

Day 3:
• String or ribbon (Extension)

Day 4:
• Wrapped gift 
• Time Line 
• PP-1 The Patriarchs
• Christian magazines (Extension)

Day 5:
• VA 2A Abraham Prays
• BLM 2A Lesson 2 Test 

 MATERIALS

When a fisherman looks at the wind, the waves, and the clouds and knows 
that a storm is brewing, he takes measures to prepare for the hard blow 
that will surely come to his boat. In life, sometimes you can also look 
at the circumstances and see storms brewing around you or the ones 
that are close to you. Your most natural preparation is to worry or try to 
control as much as possible, but worry and a pursuit of control often lead 
to desperation and hopelessness. These stand in direct opposition to the 
hope God longs to bring in your life storms. 

Abraham shows you what your first response should be when you face 
storms: draw near to God. His nephew, Lot, was in trouble; Abraham’s 
reaction was to not worry, but to pray. Prayer gives freedom to release 
the situation into God’s large, capable hands. Jeremiah 33:3 promises that 
when you call to Him, He will answer. He will remember your petition, and 
He will act on your behalf. In your life right now, you might be looking at 
circumstances and seeing storms brewing. Come near to God. Pour out 
your heart to Him. Humbly and persistently bring your requests to Him. 
You will find Him a compassionate listener, a capable healer, and a very 
certain deliverer. 

 TEACHER’S HEART

• prayer
• sin 
• righteous

GLOSSARY WORDS

Sacks, Cheryl, and Arlyn 
Lawrence. Prayer-Saturated 
Kids: Equipping and 
Empowering Children in Prayer. 
NavPress, 2007.

Spraggett, Daphne, and Jill 
Johnstone. Window on the 
World. Authentic, 2007.

TEACHER RESOURCES

Arthur, Kay, and Janna Arndt. 
Lord, Teach Me to Pray for Kids. 
Harvest House Publishers, 2002.

STUDENT RESOURCES

Expected Student Outcomes
Know
Abraham prays for Lot’s deliverance from Sodom.

Do
Students will:
• recount the events of Abraham praying for Lot’s deliverance
• contrast positive and negative characteristics to have in prayer
•  discover two characteristics, humility and persistence, needed  

for prayer
• identify people and requests they can pray for
• differentate between needs and wants to ask for in prayer

APPLY
Students will recognize that God responds to prayer, and they will 
intercede for others.

Lesson Outline
I. Abraham prays for Lot (Gen 18:17–33)
II. How to pray ( James 4:6–10)
 A. Humility 
 B. Persistence
III. Interceding for others ( James 5:16)
IV. God responds to prayer (Gen 18:33, 19:29; Mt 7:7–11)
 A. God gives good gifts
 B. God does not always answer the way we expect
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Introduction
This week’s lesson is about prayer. Begin the lesson by asking students the 
following questions and record each answer on a chart on the board: 
• What is prayer? (talking to God)
•  When can you pray? (Possible answers: before meals, at bedtime, anytime)
•  Why do you pray? (Possible answers: to ask God to help us, to thank 

God for what He has done, to give Him praise, to tell Him about what 
is going on in our lives)

Directed Instruction  
Display VA 2A Abraham Prays. Direct students to open their Bibles to 
Genesis 18:17–33 and put their index finger on the beginning verse when 
they locate it. Explain that this is where today’s Bible truth is taken from. 
Abraham’s conversation—which was face-to-face with the Lord in this 
case—is a good example of what prayer is. Prayer means talking to God. 

Encourage students to listen for the reason Abraham prayed as you read 
the paraphrase from VA 2A. Explain that the people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah were sinning greatly. Sin means anything thought, said, or done 
that goes against what God requires. God has to punish sin. Sin brings 
judgment. Explain that to be righteous means following God wholeheartedly. 
People who are righteous try not to sin, but when they do, they quickly ask 
for forgiveness.

Inform students that persistence means not giving up. Tell them that you are 
going to guide them in a responsive reading of God’s answers to Abraham’s 
requests. Explain that this reading will show them Abraham’s persistence 
in prayer. Write I will not destroy the town on the board and tell students 
that this was the Lord’s response to Abraham. Read the phrases from 
Abraham’s prayer and invite students to answer with the Lord’s response at 
the end of each phrase. 

 Responsive Reading  
 If 50 righteous are found there … 
 If 45 righteous are found there …      
 If 40 righteous are found there …   
 If 30 righteous are found there …   
 If 20 righteous are found there …   
 If only 10 righteous are found there …    
 
Abraham was very worried for Lot, so he talked to God on behalf of his 
nephew. Explain to students that when they pray out of concern for other 
people, God hears their prayers. Note that when the Lord looked over the 
town, there were not even 10 people who were righteous, but the Lord 
remembered Abraham’s prayer and did not destroy the righteous with the 
wicked. Lot and his family were spared. God allowed them to leave before 
destroying the town and all the unrighteous people in it. 

2.1 Abraham Prays
Focus: Abraham Prays for Lot

James 5:16 
 MEMORY VERSE

Have students practice the 
Memory Verse throughout the 
week by using the following 
directions:
•  Tell students to stand in a 

circle and hold the hand of 
the classmates beside them. 
Select one student to begin 
reciting the Memory Verse by 
saying the first word and then 
lightly squeezing the hand of 
the person to his or her left, 
indicating it is that student’s 
turn. The second student then 
says the second word of the 
verse and gently squeezes the 
hand of the student to his or her 
left. Continue in this way until 
the verse has been said a few 
times.

MEMORY WORK

Display the Memory Verse so that 
students will have visual access 
to the verse throughout the 
week. (Memory Work)

Select VA 2A Abraham Prays. 
(Directed Instruction)

 PREPARATION

1A Have a student stand close 
to the board. Write God on the 
board, above the student’s 
head. Tie a long rope around the 
student’s waist. Tell the student 
to take a big step away from the 
board for each sin you mention 
from a list of five or more. Pick 
up the rope. Have a few students 
pray for the volunteer. After 
each prayer, tug the rope gently, 
causing the student to take a 
step closer to the board. Explain 
that intercession draws people 
back to God. 

 EXTENSION



The exact location of the ancient 
towns of Sodom and Gomorrah 
has been difficult to pinpoint. 
Traditionally, archaeologists have 
positioned them at the southern 
tip of the Dead Sea, now covered 
over by water. However, some 
modern archaeologists have 
discovered remains of cities 
buried in ash on the northeastern 
side of the Dead Sea. These 
scientists believe that the cities 
include the remains of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. Some geologists 
believe that an earthquake 
caused balls of burning sulfur to 
come out of the ground, eject 
into the sky, and rain down over 
the plain cities.

REINFORCEMENT
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Have students look up the words prayer, sin, and righteous in the Glossary. 
Chorally read the definitions. 

Review
• Why did Abraham pray? (He was concerned for Lot.)
•  How many times did Abraham ask the Lord to spare the town? (He 

asked Him six times.) Explain to students that this is persistence.
•  Why did Abraham ask so many times? (He was very concerned,  

or worried.)
•  How did the Lord respond to Abraham’s requests? (God said he would 

spare the town each time.)
• Why did the Lord respond this way to Abraham? (God loved Abraham.)
• How many towns were destroyed? (two)

Student Page 2.1
Read the instructions aloud to the students, and have them complete  
the page. 

DAY
1

In Genesis 18:17–33, Abraham talks to the Lord. Draw lines to match each 
sentence on the left to the word on the right that best completes the sentence.

1.  People of Sodom and Gomorrah  
were  and sinned greatly. •

2.  The Lord was  with the sin. • 

3.  The Lord told Abraham He was going  
to bring  on the towns for their sin. • 

4.  Abraham’s nephew, , lived in Sodom. •
5.  Abraham was very   

because of what might happen to Lot. •
6.  Abraham asked the Lord through prayer to spare  

 if there were righteous people in it. •
7.  Fill in the blank with the number representing Abraham’s repeated  

requests to the Lord. 

 50, , 40, , , 10

8.  On the following lines, tell how the story ended. What happened after 
Abraham prayed?  

 

 

 

 

 

Name
2.1
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Abraham Prays

• worried

• Lot

• displeased

• wicked

• judgment

• Sodom

45        30          20

God remembered 
Abraham. Lot and his 
family escaped the city 
before it was destroyed. 

•  Think of a time when you have 
been afraid or concerned about 
something. Use Abraham as 
an example to state what you 
should do when you are afraid 
or concerned. (talk to God, 
bring my requests to Him)

APPLICATION
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Introduction
Begin the lesson by praying with your students. Ask students what they 
should do when they pray. (Possible answers: close our eyes, bow our 
heads, focus our thoughts, kneel) Explain that God cares more about 
heart attitudes in prayer than He does about the motions of their bodies. 
Abraham provided a great example of what a right attitude in prayer 
should be; he was humble and persistent. 

Directed Instruction   
Inform students that the Bible tells them that when they pray, God sees 
their heart attitude (1 Samuel 16:7). He knows what they think and how 
they feel, not just what they say. Invite a volunteer to look up and read 
James 4:6–10. Explain that God promises that if they are humble and 
not proud, He will come near to them, and He will hear their prayers. 
Explain the following: humility means thinking and caring about God and 
others first. (To enable better understanding, start with defining the word 
proud and then work with opposite definitions.) Explain that God wants 
those who love Him to be humble when they ask him for things in prayer. 
Ask students what it looks like to be humble. (Possible answers: not 
demanding things, asking nicely, giving thanks) 

Review how many times Abraham brought his request to the Lord. (six 
times) What behavior was Abraham expressing? (persistence) Read 
Genesis 18:27 and 18:30–32. Ask students to share the wording that 
indicates Abraham’s humility. (I have taken it upon myself or I have been 
so bold; I am nothing but dust and ashes; please do not be angry.)

Student Page 2.2
Direct students to complete the page.  

Remind students that Abraham prayed because he was concerned about 
his nephew, Lot. Explain that God welcomes your students’ prayers when 
they are worried, concerned, or afraid. God also is pleased when they pray 
for other people. Ask students if there is anything they are worried or 
concerned about, and if there is someone in their family or circle of  
friends for whom they would like to pray. Spend the last few minutes of  
the lesson leading students in prayer. Ask if any of them would like to 
pray for those concerns, and finish by modeling a prayer for them and the 
requests they mentioned. 

Practice reciting books of the Bible by singing “Books of the Bible” from 
the music CDs. The lyrics are on the resources CD. Display TM-3 Books 
of the Bible for students to reference while singing.

Review
• What attitude did Abraham have when he prayed? (He was humble.)
•  When you pray, what is more important, the words that you say or the 

attitude you have? Why? (My attitude is more important because God 
sees my heart.)

2.2 Abraham Prays
Focus: How To Pray 

Select “Books of the Bible” from 
the music CDs and TM-3 Books 
of the Bible. (Directed Instruction)

 PREPARATION

Persistence is a trait that can be 
taught and learned. Watching 
others try then fail, try then 
fail, then try and succeed helps 
elementary-age children learn 
that initially failing at something 
is not the final result. Attempting 
something new is easier with 
the attitude of “I won’t quit,”  “I 
can do it,” or “It’s always hardest 
the first time, but it’ll get easier.” 
Persistence flourishes in an 
environment of encouragement, 
but not in repeated or early 
rescue efforts. The trial-and-error 
method of learning along with 
an optimistic attitude establish 
good problem-solving skills 
that bring understanding to 
the life lesson that sometimes 
succeeding comes after several 
times of failing.

REINFORCEMENT



15Bible Grade 2©

•  What quality did Abraham show when he made his request six different 
times? (persistence)

Notes:

DAY
2

6

Match each negative behavior to the positive behavior you are supposed to 
have. Write the letter of the correct answer on the line. 

       

Use the clues in the box to find out the two behaviors that Abraham displayed 
when he prayed to the Lord. 

5.  3 12    6     4      5       4        11      13

        

6.  8  2   9    10      4      10       11 2   7    1     2

           

Abraham Prays2.2
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1 = c
8 = p

2 = e
9 = r

3 = h
10 = s

4 = i
11 = t

5 = l
12 = u

6 = m
13 = y

7 = n

1. demanding I get what I want 

2. praying for my needs only 

3. giving up after asking one time 

4. not caring for what I ask  

 a. asking persistently

 b. asking nicely for what I need

 c. caring about what I am asking

 d. praying for the needs of others

•  What is a good way to express 
humility to God? (Possible 
answers: I can ask nicely for 
my requests; I can thank 
God for what He has given; I 
should not demand my own 
way.)

•  Why should we be persistent 
when we pray? (It shows God 
that I really care about what I 
am asking for.)

•  Think of some things you want 
to ask from God. What two 
qualities should you have when 
you pray for those things? 
(humility and persistence)

APPLICATION

h u m i l i t y

p e r s i s t e n c e

b
d

a
c
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Introduction 
Sing “Praying” from the music CDs. The lyrics are on the Resources  
CD. Ask students how the song defines praying. (Praying is talking to 
Jesus [God].)

Directed Instruction   
Begin today’s lesson by reading the following story: 

Josh and Taylor were best friends. One day, Josh and Taylor were riding 
bikes in the park. As they raced down a steep hill, Taylor lost control 
of his bicycle and fell. Josh ran to get his parents, and both families 
rushed to the hospital. 

Taylor had broken his leg and was going to need surgery. Josh was 
worried. His parents reminded him that God could help Taylor, and  
Josh should pray for him, which he did right then.

As Josh was praying for Taylor’s leg, he had a sudden thought—Taylor  
was not a follower of God. This made Josh even more concerned. 
Starting right then, Josh prayed every day that God would make 
Taylor’s leg better and that Taylor would soon believe in Jesus as  
his Savior. 

Later on that year, Taylor’s leg did get better, and Josh knew that  
God had answered his prayer. Taylor still didn’t believe in Jesus,  
though. During Easter, Josh invited Taylor to come with him to his 
church. Taylor came, and he understood about and believed in Jesus 
for the first time. Josh realized that God had heard and answered 
his prayers not only for Taylor’s leg, but also for Taylor to have a 
relationship with God. 

Explain to students that God instructs them to pray in all situations 
(Philippians 4:6), and He also welcomes their prayers for their friends and 
family to know Jesus as Savior. 

Student Page 2.3
Have students complete the page. Explain that because today’s lesson is 
focused on praying for others, they will spend time in prayer using what 
they have learned from Abraham. Place students in pairs. Encourage them 
to pray for friends that are hurt, sick, or are not part of God’s family. Tell 
students that they can pray silently or in soft voices for each other and their 
friends. Guide students to think about requests for their families, their 
country, and the world. 

Review
• What is prayer? (talking to God) 
•  Why did Josh pray for his friend Taylor? (because Taylor had hurt his  

leg and was not a follower of God)

2.3 Abraham Prays
Focus: Interceding for Others 

Select the song “Praying” from 
the music CDs. (Introduction)

 PREPARATION

3A Have students braid string or 
ribbon to make wristbands as a 
reminder to pray for friends that 
are hurt, sick, or are not part of 
God’s family. 

3B Work together with an  
upper-grade class to correlate 
praying for the world with 
discovering new facts about a 
country. Assign a country of the 
world to each student or group 
of students. Students should 
look up basic demographic or 
cultural information about their 
country. Help them research the 
name of a missionary in each 
country. Show students how the 
new information can be used 
to pray for that country and the 
missionary there. For example, a 
student might find out that more 
than 60% of the population in a 
particular country is living in dire 
poverty; this, then, could lead 
into a prayer that God would 
provide through the missionary’s 
work for those who are in need. 

 EXTENSION
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•  What things should you pray about for your friends and family? (Possible 
answers: their relationship with God, their health, their relationship 
with others)

Notes:

DAY
3

praying for my church or school  

 
       

praying for my family

 

praying for another country

praying for friends who are  
hurt or sick

praying for friends who are  
not part of God’s family

7

2.3
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Name

Abraham Prays

Fill in the blanks with names or requests that you can pray for under  
each category. 

Possible answers: 
many people will 
come and hear about 
Jesus, wisdom for 
their pastor

Possible answers: 
health, strength,  
good medical care

Possible answers: 
salvation, God’s Word 
to be shared

Possible answers: for 
safety, for health, to 
not argue

Possible answers: 
God will send 
missionaries to tell 
people about Jesus; 
God will take care of 
people who are poor 
and hungry.

•  Think of someone who is hurt, 
sick, or not part of God’s family. 
Commit to pray for them every 
day this week. 

APPLICATION

The word intercede comes from 
two Latin words: inter which 
means between and cedere 
which means go. When believers 
intercede, or pray for people, 
they go between the people  
and God and bring their requests 
to God. 

REINFORCEMENT
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Introduction 
Show students a wrapped gift. Tell a story of a good gift you have 
received. Discuss some good gifts they have received. Explain to students 
that God wants them to ask Him for things they need. God loves them 
and answers them when they pray. Have students open their Bibles to 
Matthew 7:7–11 and put their finger on the passage. Invite a volunteer 
to read it aloud. Ask students to share what this passage is talking about. 
(God answers us when we ask, and like our parents, He likes to give us 
good gifts.)

Directed Instruction   
Tell students the following story of a man who asked much of God, and  
God answered: 

In the 1800s, there was a man named George Mueller, who loved  
God. He started an orphanage in Bristol, England, to help children  
who were poor, hungry, and had no one to care for them. He soon 
found out that helping children required a lot of money. George did 
what he had always done when he needed something—he prayed. He 
saw so many of his prayers answered, sometimes just when he needed 
them, sometimes many years later.

One day, George had gathered all of the children for breakfast. It was 
soon discovered that there was no food in the house. George prayed 
that God would provide breakfast for them. As soon as the prayer 
ended, they all heard a knock at the door; he opened it to find the 
baker with enough fresh bread to feed everyone. Soon after another 
knock came; it was the milkman whose cart had broken down just 
outside the orphanage, and he wanted to give his bottles of fresh milk 
to the children. 

Not all of George’s prayers were answered as quickly as that. George 
prayed every day that his father would one day put his faith in Jesus. 
Well, when his father was very old, George had a chance to visit his 
father and told him about Jesus’ love. After 50 years of praying, his 
father finally accepted Jesus as his Savior and Lord. 

Because George Mueller faithfully prayed and trusted God, he was 
able to see God work in mighty ways.

  
Explain that God might not always answer how or when your students 
want Him to, but they can trust that He loves them and will answer them. 
Remind students about Abraham—he asked that the town of Sodom 
would not be destroyed if there were righteous people in it. God removed 
the righteous people first, then He destroyed the unrighteous people and 
the two towns of Sodom and Gomorrah. Explain to students that God is 
bigger and wiser than they are, and He will answer in the best way, which 
might not be how they expect or want. 

4A Direct students to design 
a poster about prayer on 
construction paper. Have them 
draw their own illustrations or 
cut pictures depicting prayer 
from christian magazines, and 
then glue them on construction 
paper. Use Philippians 4:6 and 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 as captions 
for the posters. 

4B Have students write the 
word PRAY vertically on a piece 
of paper. Direct them to write 
words or sentences that they 
have learned about prayer by 
beginning with each letter from 
the word PRAY. For example, P is 
for Persistence.

 EXTENSION

2.4 Abraham Prays
Focus: God Responds to Prayer 

Have a wrapped gift ready to show 
the class. (Introduction)

Select PP-1 The Patriarchs. 
(Directed Instruction)

 PREPARATION
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Review
•  Why does God answer prayer? (because He loves me and loves to give 

me good gifts) 
•  What was Abraham’s exact prayer? (that God would spare the town of 

Sodom if there were righteous people in it)
• What was God’s answer to Abraham? (God spared the righteous.) 
•  How did God answer Abraham’s prayer? (God removed Lot and his 

family before destroying the towns of Sodom and Gomorrah.)

Student Page 2.4
Assist students as they complete the page. 

Time Line 
Guide students through the life events of Abraham by drawing their 
attention to the Time Line. Note Abraham’s place on the time line, and 
use PP-1 The Patriarchs to explain Abraham’s role and the importance 
of the promise God gave him. Use PP-1 as an informative bridge to link 
Abraham and Moses. 

DAY
4

1. Draw a picture or make a list to show that God loves to give you good gifts.

2. Draw a picture or make a list of how you can pray for yourself.

3. Draw a picture or make a list of how you can pray for someone else.  

 
 God promises to take care of all your needs. He wants you to ask Him  
 for your wants too, but He might not answer those the way that you want  
 or expect Him to. 

4.  Mark each of the following words with an N if it is a need and a W if it  
is a want. 

  a new game system   a lot of money

  food   tickets to a baseball game

  a brand new house   candy

  a new toy   air

  water    going to a water park

Abraham Prays2.4
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Drawings will vary.

Drawings will vary.

Drawings will vary.

•  Why does God give you good 
gifts? (because He loves us)

•  Does God always answer prayer 
how you want? Why or why not? 
(No, He doesn’t. He gives us 
what is best for us.)

•  Think of a time when you asked 
your parents for something, and 
they didn’t give it to you in the 
way you asked for it or when 
you asked for it. How did that 
make you feel? Did something 
good come later? (Answers will 
vary.)

•  Think of a time God answered a 
prayer in your life. How should 
you respond when you know 
that God answered a prayer? 
(We should respond with 
gratitude and worship.)

APPLICATION

W W
N W
W W
W N
N W



Lesson Review 
Use VA 2A Abraham Prays to review the Bible truths from this lesson. 
Cover the following concepts:
•  God was going to judge Sodom and Gomorrah because most people in 

those towns sinned greatly. 
•  Abraham prayed to the Lord because he was concerned about his 

nephew, Lot, who lived in Sodom.
• Prayer is talking to God.
•  Sin is anything thought, said, or done that goes against what  

God requires.
•  Righteous means following God wholeheartedly.
• Abraham showed great humility when he prayed. 
•  Abraham showed great persistence because he asked the Lord six 

different ways to spare the town of Sodom.
•  God remembered Abraham and saved Lot from the destruction  

of Sodom. 
• God answers prayer but not always in the way people expect or want.

Directed Instruction 
Distribute a copy of BLM 2A Lesson 2 Test to each student. Review  
the instructions and format with students. Have students complete the  
test. When finished, read over the test and provide the answers for 
immediate feedback.

Notes:

2.5 Abraham Prays
Focus: Review and Assessment 

20

Select VA 2A Abraham Prays. 
(Lesson Review)

Make one copy of BLM 2A 
Lesson 2 Test for each student. 
(Directed Instruction) 

 PREPARATION


