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Purpose:
In this activity, children use actual measurement tools to decide which tool to use in 
different situations. This activity teaches that measuring cups and measuring spoons 
measure capacity, clocks measure time, and thermometers measure temperature.

Materials:
a dry measuring cup; measuring spoons; a small clock; thermometer; sugar; a glass to 
hold water from the sink

Directions:
Meet with 4 children. Tell them that they will learn about different tools and how each 
tool can be used to measure. For example:

•  Hold up the measuring cup. Talk about how it is used to measure capacity (how 
much something holds), and that it is used to measure larger amounts like cups of 
fl our.

•  Hold up the measuring spoons. Point out that they also measure capacity, but in 
smaller amounts than the measuring cup, like teaspoons of pepper.

• Hold up the clock and talk about how it is used to measure time. 

•  Hold up the thermometer and talk about how it is used to measure temperature 
(how hot or cold something is).

Give each child a different measuring tool in the following manner: hold up the tool, 
ask one child for its name, then ask a different child what the tool is used for. As you 
hand over the tool, repeat the name of the tool and what it is for.

Hold up some sugar and tell the children that you want to add a teaspoon of sugar to 
some lemonade to sweeten it. Ask the children to point to the tool that can measure a 
teaspoon of sugar. Examine each tool’s effectiveness as follows:

•  Call on the child with the clock. Ask that child if the clock can measure a teaspoon of 
sugar. Reinforce that since the clock cannot hold the sugar, it cannot measure a 
teaspoon of sugar.

INTERVENTION ACTIVITY
Which Tool?
Strand: Measurement

Benchmark:  Given pictures, determines the appropriate measurement tool to 
measure capacity, time, and temperature in the context of a 
real-life situation.

Grade: K
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INTERVENTION ACTIVITY
Which Tool? (continued)

Strand: Measurement

Benchmark:  Given pictures, determines the appropriate measurement tool to 
measure capacity, time, and temperature in the context of a 
real-life situation.

Grade: K

•  Call on the child with the thermometer. Ask the child if the thermometer can 
measure a teaspoon of sugar. Reinforce that, since the thermometer cannot hold the 
sugar, it cannot measure a teaspoon of sugar.

•  Call on the child with the measuring cup. Ask the child if the measuring cup can 
measure a teaspoon of sugar. Discuss that, even though the measuring cup can hold 
the sugar, it only has marks for amounts greater than a teaspoon, and so a teaspoon 
is too small an amount for this tool to measure.

•  Call on the child with the measuring spoons. Ask the child if the measuring spoons 
can measure a teaspoon of sugar. Tell the child that measuring spoons can hold the 
sugar and measure small amounts. Specifi cally, point out the “1 teaspoon” measuring 
spoon. 

Repeat this process to measure the following:

• the temperature of the water from the sink

• a cup of sugar to make some jam

• the time it takes to do 10 toe touches

Encourage the children to discuss whether each tool can measure the target attribute, 
and also repeat why the tool can or cannot measure the target attribute.

Practice:
Put measuring cups, measuring spoons, thermometers, and a large bowl of water at a 
learning center, for the children to experiment with. When you visit the learning 
center, discuss with the children how each tool measures differently.
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