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INTERVENTION ACTIVITY
Likely vs. Unlikely
Strand: Data Analysis and Probability

Benchmark:  Given real-world contexts, recognizes events as likely 
or unlikely.

Grade: K

Purpose:
In this activity, children recognize events as likely or unlikely to happen. This activity 
teaches children the meaning of the terms likely and unlikely and how to apply those 
defi nitions.

Materials:
none

Directions:
Tell the child that he or she is going to be deciding whether some events are likely or 
unlikely. Write likely and unlikely on the board. Say the words as you point to each. 
Explain that if something is likely, it will probably happen. Give an example such as, 
“It is likely that I will go to sleep tonight.” Ask the child to name something that is 
likely to happen. If the answer is incorrect, explain why and give another example of 
something that is likely to happen. Then have the child give an additional response. 

Explain that if something is unlikely, then it will probably not happen. Give an example 
such as, “It is unlikely that my dog will be in class tomorrow.” Ask the child to name 
something that is unlikely to happen. If the answer is incorrect, explain why and give 
another example of something that is unlikely to happen. Then have the child give an 
additional response. 

Tell the child you will ask about some different events. The child will decide whether 
each event is likely or unlikely to happen. Remind the child that if something is likely, 
it probably will happen. If something is unlikely, then it probably will not happen. Tell 
the child to hold a thumb up if an event is likely and to hold a thumb down if an event 
is unlikely.

Read the events listed and have the child show a thumbs-up or thumbs-down sign. 
(If any child in the class has the same name as one given here, substitute a different 
name for the event.)

• Is it likely that a cherry tree will grow cherries? 

• Is it likely that it will snow on a sunny day in July?

• Is it likely that a pet hamster will sing the alphabet?

• Is it likely that a bird will eat some seeds?
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INTERVENTION ACTIVITY
Likely vs. Unlikely (continued)

Strand: Data Analysis and Probability

Benchmark:  Given real-world contexts, recognizes events as likely 
or unlikely.

Grade: K

• Is it likely that Tina’s mom will bake a cake for dinner?

• Is it likely that Daniel will walk his dog?

• Is it likely that Gabe’s cat will drive him to school?

Practice:
Each day, ask children whether different events are likely or unlikely. Children 
can also make up different events.
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