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INTERVENTION ACTIVITY
What’s in a Rectangular Prism?
Strand: Geometry

Benchmark:  Given a picture, fi nds the two-dimensional representation of a 
rectangular prism and describes its attributes (number of faces, 
vertices, edges).

Grade: 3

Purpose:
In this activity, children use the net of a rectangular prism and learn about the 
attributes of a rectangular prism. This activity teaches children the terms faces, vertices, 
and edges, and how to use a net. 

Materials:
a rectangular prism; “Rectangular Prism Net” Student Activity Page; color crayons; 
scissors; transparent tape 

Directions:
Tell the child that he or she will be looking at a rectangular prism and learning about 
its different attributes called faces, vertices, and edges. If possible, give the child a 
rectangular prism to look at as you point out the different parts. 

Hold up a rectangular prism and point to one of the small faces. Tell the child that the 
fl at part is called a face. Ask what the shape of that face is. Point to one of the large 
rectangular-shaped faces and say that this fl at part is also called a face. Ask what the 
shape of that face is. Tell the child that a rectangular prism has 6 faces. Point to each 
face as you count from 1 to 6.

As you point to an edge, tell the child that a rectangular prism also has edges and that 
an edge is where 2 faces meet. Ask if all of the edges are the same. Count the edges 
with the child and run your fi nger along each edge as you count from 1 to 12. Ask how 
many edges a rectangular prism has.

As you put your fi nger on vertices, tell the child that each point is called a vertex and 
that a vertex is the point where 2 or more faces meet. Ask if all vertices are the same. 
Count the vertices with the child and point to each of the vertices as you count from 
1 to 8. Ask how many vertices a rectangular prism has.

Next, the child will make a rectangular prism in order to understand how the faces, 
edges, and vertices all come together. Give the activity page to the child. Point to each 
rectangle and square. Tell the child that each rectangle and square shape is a face of 
the prism. Have the child color each face of the rectangular prism a different color. 
Monitor as the child colors the faces. Have the child cut out the prism net.
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Have the child fold along the dotted lines to make the prism. Show the child how each 
fold creates an edge and a vertex. The different colors should make it easier for the 
child to see all the different faces, edges, and vertices. As the child folds the prism net, 
have the child run a fi nger along each edge and point to each vertex. Tape the prism 
so that it stays intact. When the prism is complete, review each part with the child. 

Practice:
Children may create a cube and use it to review these terms.

Student Activity Page
“Rectangular Prism Net”

INTERVENTION ACTIVITY
What’s in a Rectangular Prism? (continued)

Strand: Geometry

Benchmark:  Given a picture, fi nds the two-dimensional representation of a 
rectangular prism and describes its attributes (number of faces, 
vertices, edges)

Grade: 3
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INTERVENTION ACTIVITY
Student Activity Page
“Rectangular Prism Net”
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