
38 cse Volume 21 Number 1 | Assessment

Hope Academy’s Seamless Coat of Learning

As a new school year begins, I invite you to take a few 
minutes to consider the relationship between teaching, 
learning, and assessment. You may be surprised 
how the varied elements of Christian schooling fall 
under one of these categories. But how do the three 
categories connect? Are there any common threads?

When I built a word web to organize my ideas, I 
recorded the words objectives, standards, plans, 
and best practice under the category of teaching. 
Under the category of learning, I placed the words 
prior knowledge, connections, outcomes, and brain 
research. In the category of assessment, I wrote 
feedback, formative, summative, and standardized. 

Under the word standardized I placed a small 
abbreviation: TN3. It did not take up much space on 
my word web and could have easily been overlooked 
for some of the “bigger” aspects of educating children. 
But then I noticed how the TerraNova3 relates to other 
words on my word web. I realized that assessment, 
including TerraNova3, is a thread that connects so 
many other areas of quality instruction.

Here at Hope Academy of the Bronx, we serve 
students who struggle to succeed in a traditional 
classroom because of academic or behavioral 
challenges. As you might imagine, the words test and 
assessment are not welcomed words for our students. 
When we gave fall TerraNova3 tests three years ago, 
after our school first opened, one student looked at the 
number of questions on the first section and threw his 
book across the table onto the floor. Other students 
simply guessed their way through the entire test.

So, how did we move from no engagement on 
standardized testing to our students making every 
effort to show what they know? 

First, by helping our staff and students embrace the 
true meaning of assessment. Derived from the Latin 
term assidere (which means “sit by”), assessment has 
to do with coming alongside to “improve teaching 
and increase learning” (Washburn 2010, 160). At 
Hope Academy, we want all assessments, including 
TerraNova3, to be opportunities for improvement. 

Second, by ensuring that the process of assessment 
informs the processes of teaching and learning. Dr. 
Kevin Washburn writes that such connectedness 
“brings healthy alignment and integrity to all of our 
instruction” (2010, 183). The staff at Hope Academy 
are committed to making sure our students see the 
connections between our teaching, their learning, and 
the assessments we use.

Third, by using available resources to help creatively 
prepare our students for standardized assessments. 
Our students build a pyramid of verbs (using Webb’s 
Depth of Knowledge) to become comfortable with 
the thinking levels that will be assessed. Classroom 
Connections, available through ACSI, provides sample 
questions that we cut into sentence strips or write on 
index cards to use before morning meetings or during 
academic intervention. These resources help familiarize 
our students with the content and structure of the 
assessment so they do not feel overwhelmed when the 
test date arrives.

Fourth, by equipping students to use assessment 
results to set obtainable goals. At Hope Academy, we sit 
individually with students and their TerraNova3 results. 
We note progress and set goals for future success. This 
enables our students to take ownership of their learning 
and to use their results for greater growth.

Our desire at Hope Academy is that teaching, learning, 
and assessment will be woven together to provide our 
struggling students with a “seamless coat of learning” 
(Whitehead 2012, 214). Although standardized 
assessments may seem to be a small part of what 
we do, the objectives and outcomes of standardized 
assessments have become a thread woven throughout 
our instruction as we come alongside students to 
maximize their success.
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