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Do the comparison scores only reflect Christian School program or public schools who use IOWA 

assessment as well?  National Percentile Rank Norms represent a sample of public and private schools. 

Local Norms will represent the ACSI school population tested during a test cycle. 

If a school can only give one test, would the Terra Nova or the Iowa be best?  Following are key features 

of the Iowa Assessment: 

• Iowa and CogAT are available for students in grades K-12

• New Iowa Form G was introduced in 2017, for grades K-8

• New 2017 Norms for Form G and Form E provide the most up-to-date national comparisons of 
student performance

• Built to a carefully constructed test blueprint and content specifications focused on current best-

in-class state, national, and international benchmarks and standards of educational achievement

• Monitors growth with continuous, research-based vertical scale

• Concordance Study to existing assessment data will be provided by HMH to facilitate 
longitudinal trend

• Evaluates student mastery of next generation skills and rigorous learning standards

• Provides skill and core domain alignment and reporting for guiding instruction by student, class, 
subgroup, or building

• Indicates college and career readiness beginning at grade 6

• Reports predicted ACT and SAT scores beginning at grade 6

• Reports include Lexile® (Reading level) and Quantile® (Math level) measures

• Items align to one of three cognitive levels, providing an additional view of mastery

• Scoring includes access to online data with dynamic reports generator

• Ancillaries include print-on-demand planning and interpretive guides, online videos, and training 
materials

• Option to administer paper/pencil or online. For more information about testing online, please 
contact Lisa Chubbic at AssessmentSupport@ACSI.org

• Please see Purposes of Testing with Iowa Assessments discussion at the end of this document. 

Are there samples of the Iowa test content questions?  Yes, please contact Lisa Chubbic at 

AssessmentSupport@ACSI.org to request sample test materials. Also, the Iowa Scope and Sequence is 

available for download at www.purposefuldesign.com under Assessment Support on the Iowa 

Assessments page. 

Is the Complete version the only option for ACSI schools?  ACSI has selected the Complete version of 

both assessments (Iowa and CogAT) for the Spring and Fall testing cycles.  Schools may choose to 

administer all subtests or specific subtests of the Iowa Assessment, depending upon their school’s needs. 

What about the Core version?  The Core version of the Iowa Assessments is included in the Complete 

test books. Schools may administer the Core version by omitting the Science and Social Studies subtests. 

When was the test last normed?  Both the Iowa Assessments and the Cognitive Abilities Test were last 

normed in 2017. This includes all forms and configurations of each assessment. 

How long does it take to administer the Survey version of the Iowa?  The Survey is a shortened version 

of the Iowa that takes less time to administer and reports out less information. It is often used as an 

admissions test.  Approximately 1.5 hours are needed to administer and it varies slightly by test level. 

Please see the Iowa Survey Scope & Sequence at the end of this document. 



What paper summaries can you purchase and how much if so?  ACSI will offer optional printed reports 

packages as well as optional individual printed reports as shown below.  Pricing will be available soon at 

www.purposefuldesign.com under Assessment Support.  

ACSI Member Schools who use HMH scoring service have access to the DataManager platform for web-

based reporting. DataManager offers more flexibility in working with data than a static paper report, as 

well as the ability to create dynamic displays with the click of a mouse. Compare data by different classes, 

different buildings, or review summary data for content area totals. You can also drill down to individual 

tests and analyze performance on diagnostic skill clusters and use the information to inform instruction. 

Iowa Only Printed Reports Package: 

Iowa List of Student Scores 

Iowa Class Performance Profile 

Iowa Group Diagnostic Report 

Iowa Individual Performance Profile 

Iowa Student Folder Label 

Iowa Profile Narrative Report 

Iowa and CogAT Printed Reports Package: 

Iowa/CogAT Combined List of Student Scores 

Iowa Class Performance Profile 

Iowa Group Diagnostic Report 

Iowa Individual Performance Profile 

Iowa Student Folder Label 

CogAT Student Folder Label 

Iowa/CogAT Profile Narrative Report 

Individual Optional Reports (not available in 

DataManager): 

Iowa/CogAT Combined List of Student Scores* 

Iowa/CogAT Combined Profile Narrative* 

Iowa Group Diagnostic Report 

Class Item Analysis 

Class Item Response Record 

Iowa Student Folder Label 

CogAT Student Folder Label 

*Note:  The List of Student Scores report and the

Student Profile Narrative report are available to

print from DataManager for each assessment.

There is just not a combined version of these

reports available in DataManager.

How does this assessment align with common core?  The Iowa Assessments are not a common core 

assessment. The Iowa Assessments are built to a carefully constructed test blueprint and content 

specifications focused on current best-in-class state, national, and international benchmarks and 

standards of educational achievement. However, the results have been aligned after-the-fact to common 

core state standards. ACSI schools have the option to print reports to Iowa Test and Core Domains or Skill 

Domains (aligned to either Iowa Assessment Domains or Common Core State Standard Domains).  

Do you know if Iowa works well with Bob Jones University curriculum? The Iowa Assessments are not 

tied to any individual curriculum. Iowa Assessments measure growth and student mastery of next 

generation skills and rigorous learning standards, not proficiency of specific curriculum. 

Do most schools typically use the CogAT and the Iowa?  Or just one or the other.  Combining CogAT and 

Iowa works well to give you a well-rounded view of your students, but either assessment also stands on its 

own.  For schools who would like to assess both achievement and ability, the CogAT may be given with the 

Iowa at select school years, for example, at grades 3, 5 and 7. When administered together, the CogAt will 

also provide predicted achievement scores to help identify students whose predicted levels of academic 

achievement differ markedly from observed levels of achievement.  When academic achievement is 

markedly above or below that expected from a student’s CogAT scores, determining the cause helps guide 

instructional decisions.  Are students underachieving, overachieving, or performing in line with their 

abilities?  CogAT results provide a measure by which to identify ability-achievement discrepancies. 

• Please see Purposes of Testing with CogAT discussion at the end of this document.

Are points based upon answers being right or wrong or are there partial points for close answers?  Both 

Iowa and CogAT are multiple choice assessments.  There are no partial points.  Any question not answered 

is considered a "wrong" answer. 



Does the Iowa Test include a Bible assessment?  ACSI and HMH are currently in discussion regarding the 

Bible Assessment. For Spring 2018, the Bible Assessment will not be included with the Iowa Assessments. 

 

What are the purposes for testing with the Iowa Assessments?  

The Iowa Assessments have been designed, developed, researched, and validated to support a variety of 

important educational purposes. These purposes require the collection and use of information that 

describes either the individual student or groups of students. Identifying the testing purposes that are 

most important to your school or school system will help you determine how best to interpret test 

results. The following examples of appropriate uses of results from the Iowa Assessments show how the 

tests can support a broad range of educational decisions.  

• Identify strengths and weaknesses – Make relative comparisons by content area of student 

performance for both groups and individuals.  

• Inform instruction – Make student-centric decisions about personalized instruction. Monitor 

growth – Measure change in student performance over time, both at the group and individual 

level, with a valid and reliable scale.  

• Determine college readiness – Compare student achievement levels to established benchmarks, 

tracking academic preparedness.  

• Measure mastery of core standards – Determine the degree to which students have mastered 

core learning standards.  

• Implement Response to Intervention (RTI) – Identify students who may benefit from intensive, 

systematic learning interventions.  

• Inform placement decisions – Place students into appropriate groups, levels, and programs.  

• Make comparisons – Compare student performance to that of local, state, and national groups 

according to research-based evidence.  

• Evaluate programs – Guide administrative evaluation of the effectiveness of instructional 

programs, professional development, and curriculum.  

• Predict future performance – Apply current assessment results to project student performance 

on future assessments and adjust programs accordingly.  

• Support accountability – Provide reliable and valid data to support school-system and state 

reporting requirements. 

 

What are the purposes for testing with CogAT?  

CogAT has been designed and developed to support a variety of important educational purposes. These 

purposes require the collection and use of information that describes either the individual student or 

groups of students. Identifying the testing purposes that are most important to your school or district 

will provide focus and help you determine how best to interpret test results. The following examples of 

appropriate uses of results from CogAT show how the test supports a broad range of educational 

decisions.  



• Guide efforts to adapt instruction to the needs and abilities of students. CogAT scores help 

teachers adapt instructional goals, methods, and materials to the individual needs of students. 

The key to adapting instruction is the Ability Profile Score, an indicator derived from the level 

and pattern of each student’s CogAT scores. The Ability Profile Score is unique to CogAT and 

links the student’s test scores to instructional strategies.  

• Measure cognitive development to help identify academically talented students. Using CogAT 

as a measure of cognitive development provides a more complete picture of students’ abilities 

across the academic spectrum. CogAT captures important information not represented in report 

card grades or in other measures of school achievement.  

• Identify students whose predicted levels of academic achievement differ markedly from 

observed levels of achievement. When academic achievement is markedly above or below that 

expected from a student’s CogAT scores, determining the cause helps guide instructional 

decisions. Are students underachieving, overachieving, or performing in line with their abilities? 

CogAT results provide a measure by which to identify ability-achievement discrepancies. The 

CogAT Score Interpretation Guide provides instructional suggestions or recommendations for 

additional follow-up based on specific ability-achievement discrepancies. 

 

 

Please see the Iowa Assessments SURVEY version Scope and Sequence on the following two pages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


