
Dates and Events 

to remember in 

July 
• • • 

July 2 – Swamp Week 4 

 

July 4th – Independence 

Day 

 

July 9 – Swamp Week 5 

 

July 15 – Malibu 

Madness, 12am-5am 

(Middle School, Teens, 

and Campus) 

 

July 16 – Swamp Week 6 

 

July 23 – Swamp Week 7 

 

July 30 – Family Group 

Leaders Meeting, 2pm-

3pm in the Band Room 

 

For other ongoing announcements, 

please visit the website. Thank you. 

Summer starts with two baptisms! 
As summer began heating up, the Atlanta church of Christ 

in Gwinnett had the cool experience of seeing two single men 

baptized into Christ and added to our fellowship during the 

month of June!  

First, Jonathan In was baptized on June 11 (his mother took 

this photo, and his grandmother is at front right).  Jonathan is a 

student at GGC and was invited to the Bible discussions on 

campus.  He will 

be graduating at 

the end of summer.  

Then Junie 

Saunders (Tony 

King’s nephew) 

was baptized on 

Father’s Day, June 

18th.  Junie moved 

here earlier in the 

year and after 

seeing the Kings’ lives and the church, he decided he wanted to 

study the Bible.  The impact we can have is amazing whether it’s a 

classmate or family.   

We welcome 

these two new brothers.  

Please make sure you 

get to know them, and 

pray for them to 

continue to “grow in 

the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ” 

(2 Peter 3:18). 
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-He does not like to eat 

cheese…ask him about 

his cheese story. 

 

-He is the biggest 

Chicago Bears fan. 

 

-His childhood dream 

was to play for the 

Brazilian National Soccer 

Team. 

 

-His favorite movie 

character is Godzilla. 
 

-He was baptized in 

Athens, GA, August 1989. 
 

-He is one of 7 children. 
 

-He played in a band 

with his brothers and he 

was the drummer. 

 

 

-In high school, he 

listened to “Islands in the 

Stream” by Kenny Rogers 

to get pumped up before 

soccer games. 
 

-His favorite movie line is 

“Do or do not.  There is 

no try.”-Yoda 
 

-His favorite food is Pho. 

 

The First Marriage… 
By M Yang 

 

Into perfection, marriage was born.  I can only believe that as Eden was perfect, the first marriage started out perfect.  I can’t even 

begin to imagine what that would look like… a perfect marriage.  What was it that made them totally compatible and one?  I have thought about 

this over the years, and this is my conclusion. 

Marriage was more than God not wanting Adam to be alone.  The phrase "it is not good" (Genesis 2:18) means more than just not being 

alone or lonely.  God wanted to create a helper (in Hebrew, ezer, which is aid, and neged, which is counterpart or opposite), someone who is an 

aid in life who isn’t just suitable but is a counterpart—a thing that makes something else complete.  If we are made in God’s image, male and 

female, one gender alone could not contain all the attributes of God.  Man would not be complete nor would he completely understand God's 

whole nature without that counterpart.  We’re meant as complements to each other. 

Before the fall, I think Adam and Eve understood this.  Today, we have turned marriage into something else.   

Now, I am going to say something that rocked my world when I realized it.  (Single women, the sooner you realize this, the better 

equipped you will be to enter marriage.)  The two were meant to become one… BUT the purpose of becoming one was not for happiness.   

Marriage was never designed for our happiness.  Happiness is the result of a marriage when it is working the way it should.  

Marriage was really designed to better reflect the image of God.  Stop and think about that.  Marriage was designed to better reflect the image 

of God.  In marriage, we become one so we can both be more like God.  It is about becoming holy.  (1 Peter 1:16) 

But that’s not how the world paints it.  On TV, in the media, marriage is about happiness.  We have bought into the fairy tale that two 

people find each other, fall in love, and then live happily ever after.  There are no problems, no issues or disagreements, so when we wake up and 

find that things aren’t good, we believe there must be something wrong—I didn’t marry the right Prince Charming or I’m in the wrong story.  If I 

just find the right one, then I’ll be happy ever after.  With this attitude, we end up leaving, whether physically—through divorce or separation—

or emotionally—using other things to meet our emotional needs…like children, other men, addictions, romance novels, etc.  Leaving can’t be the 

answer, because I will always be searching for my counterpart, the one who will complete God’s image in me.   

When I met my husband John, I didn’t realize that I was looking for my opposite.  John is my opposite in almost every way.  He is the 

compassion to my sense of justice, the free spirit to my regimented life, the cool calmness to my passionate flames, the patience to my need to act 

immediately.  It’s not that there is anything wrong with me and the way I feel and think; it’s that he tempers and grounds me in a way that I can’t 

begin to explain. 

So, why is it that when we were dating I could appreciate the differences, but as soon as we got married, the very things I loved became 

the things that drove me crazy?  John went from being funny to never being serious, from being compassionate to being a conflict avoider, from 

being a free spirit to, well… “a free spirit,” and on and on.  All the good things became negatives.  Why?   

The problem was not John, but me.  I stopped appreciating how he completes me, and instead I started trying to make him be like me.  I 

wanted him to think like me, do things the way I would do them—parenting, ministry, chores… just about everything.  I made my husband feel 

like he couldn’t do anything right, which left him feeling, Why should I try?   

I thought being the same would make us one, but instead, it drove us apart. 

He is not me and should not be like me.  If we were both the same, how could we really reflect God?  If I reject some of John’s 

qualities, can I appreciate all the qualities of God?  God is patient, a free spirit, a warrior, a competitor, and all the other things that I’ve found in 

my husband.  I need to appreciate my husband because he is different from me, instead of trying to change him.  It is not about right or wrong 

because there are many ways of doing things that have nothing to do with right or wrong.  If anything, I want to appreciate that John will likely 

choose a different way that I would have not seen at all.  Our differences give us better vision to navigate this fallen world. 

 

Memo for Women 

10 THINGS: Ten Things You Might Not Know About John Yang 


