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The Mindset of Christ

Philippians 2:1-11



The Mindset of Christ

1. Christian unity
2. Outward mindset
3. The example of Christ



Php 2:1  If you have any encouragement from being united 
with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship 
with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 
Php 2:2  then make my joy complete by being like-minded, 
having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 
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Four motivations for unity
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Christian Unity

A description of unity
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Php 2:1  If you have any encouragement from being united 
with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship 
with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 
Php 2:2  then make my joy complete by being like-minded, 
having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 

A common goal: We’re in this together!

Christian Unity



A community with a common goal



Outward Mindset



Php 2:3  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 
but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
Php 2:4  Each of you should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. 

Outward Mindset



Mine!  Mine!
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interests, but also to the interests of others. 

Outward Mindset

Let’s break it down
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Outward Mindset

It’s not about you!



Php 2:3  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 
but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
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Outward Mindset

How can selfish ambition get in the way 
of your service?
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but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
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Outward Mindset

Because God has already laid the only foundation of 
our fellowship, ... we enter into that common life not 
as demanders but as thankful recipients.

 – Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together
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Php 2:3  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 
but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
Php 2:4  Each of you should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. 

Outward Mindset

Jas 4:6b  "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble." 
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Outward Mindset

He who would learn to serve must first learn to think little 
of himself. 

     ---Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together



Php 2:3  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 
but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
Php 2:4  Each of you should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. 

Outward Mindset

If my sinfulness appears to me to be in any way smaller or 
less detestable in comparison with the sins of others, I am 
still not recognizing my sinfulness at all. … How can I 
possibly serve another person in unfeigned humility if I 
seriously regard his sinfulness as worse than my own? 

     ---Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together



Php 2:3  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 
but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
Php 2:4  Each of you should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. 
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Php 2:3  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 
but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
Php 2:4  Each of you should look not only to your own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. 

Outward Mindset

We must allow ourselves to be ready to be 
interrupted by God.

– Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together





The Mindset of Christ



The Mindset of Christ

A Gospel poem:  Philippians 2:5-11



Php 2:5  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ 
Jesus: (NIV 1984) 

The Mindset of Christ



Php 2:5  Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ 
Jesus: (NIV 1984) 

Php 2:5  In your relationships with one another, have the 
same mindset as Christ Jesus: (NIV 2011)

The Mindset of Christ



Php 2:6  Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped, 
Php 2:7  but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of 
a servant, being made in human likeness. 
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The Mindset of Christ

Let’s break it down



Php 2:6  Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped, 
Php 2:7  but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of 
a servant, being made in human likeness. 

Jesus voluntarily gave up his rights

The Mindset of Christ



Php 2:6  Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped, 
Php 2:7  but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of 
a servant, being made in human likeness. 

Not his own interests, but the interests of others

The Mindset of Christ



Php 2:6  Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be grasped, 
Php 2:7  but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of 
a servant, being made in human likeness. 

Have this mindset

The Mindset of Christ



Php 2:8  And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to death— even 
death on a cross! 
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The Mindset of Christ

Let’s break it down



Php 2:8  And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to death— even 
death on a cross! 

“in humility consider others better than yourselves”

The Mindset of Christ



Php 2:8  And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to death— even 
death on a cross! 

Get yourself out of the way and obey God

The Mindset of Christ



Php 2:8  And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to death— even 
death on a cross! 

What limits do we put on our obedience?
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The Mindset of Christ

What would be different if we did not?



Php 2:8  And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to death— even 
death on a cross! 

Jesus put our interests before his own!

The Mindset of Christ



Php 2:9  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and 
gave him the name that is above every name, 
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Php 2:9  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and 
gave him the name that is above every name, 

Jas 4:10  Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift 
you up. 

The Mindset of Christ



Php 2:9  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and 
gave him the name that is above every name, 

Rev 3:21  To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit 
with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with 
my Father on his throne. 

The Mindset of Christ



Php 2:9  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and 
gave him the name that is above every name, 
Php 2:10  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
Php 2:11  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.
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The Mindset of Christ

Commit to his lordship 
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Php 2:9  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and 
gave him the name that is above every name, 
Php 2:10  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
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The Mindset of Christ

Live your life for the glory of God – like Jesus did 



The Mindset of Christ

Gal 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer 
live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 
for me. 

Just a beautiful thought?  Or your reality?



The Mindset of Christ



Next week 

The Mindset of Christ
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