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The Gospel of Mark
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All three start with this:

Mark chapter 13



Mar 13:1  As he was leaving the temple, one of his 
disciples said to him, "Look, Teacher! What massive 
stones! What magnificent buildings!" 
Mar 13:2  "Do you see all these great buildings?" 
replied Jesus. "Not one stone here will be left on 
another; every one will be thrown down."

All three start with this:
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All three start with this:

Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple!

Mark chapter 13

Mar 13:1  As he was leaving the temple, one of his 
disciples said to him, "Look, Teacher! What massive 
stones! What magnificent buildings!" 
Mar 13:2  "Do you see all these great buildings?" 
replied Jesus. "Not one stone here will be left on 
another; every one will be thrown down."





The disciples want to know more.

Mark chapter 13



Mat 24:3  As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, 
the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, 
"when will this happen, and what will be the sign of 
your coming and of the end of the age?" 

Matthew:  three questions

Mark chapter 13



Mar 13:4  "Tell us, when will these things happen? And 
what will be the sign that they are all about to be 
fulfilled?"

Mark:  two questions

Mark chapter 13



Luk 21:7  "Teacher," they asked, "when will these 
things happen? And what will be the sign that they are 
about to take place?" 

Luke:  two questions

Mark chapter 13
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So Matthew records answers to different questions 



Comparing the questions

The answers in Matthew pertain to
- the destruction of the temple.
- the second coming of Jesus
- the end of the age
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Comparing the questions

The answers in Mark pertain to the destruction of the temple.
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Comparing the questions

The answers in Luke pertain to the destruction of the temple.
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things are about to 
take place
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Comparing the questions

Mark and Luke provide a key to understanding Matthew

Which things pertain to the destruction of the temple

Which things pertain to the return of Jesus and the end of the age



Today’s class:
- What Mark says about the destruction of the temple

Mark chapter 13

For your individual study:
- What Matthew says that pertains to the 2nd coming



Mark chapter 13

For your individual study:
- What Matthew says that pertains to the 2nd coming

See also the Matthew 24 class “The End of the Age” 
- from November 11, 2015

Today’s class:
- What Mark says about the destruction of the temple



Mark chapter 13

Signs before destruction of the temple:
- imposters will come
- wars, earthquakes, famines
- apostles persecuted, arrested, testify before rulers
- Gospel preached to world  (Rom 10:18, C0l 1:6, Col 1:23) 
- abomination that causes desolation
   (Jerusalem surrounded by armies – Luke)
- distress never to be equaled again (“tribulation”)
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Mar 13:6  Many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am 
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Mar 13:7  When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, 
do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the 
end is still to come. 

Signs before destruction of the temple:
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- Gospel preached to world  (Rom 10:18, C0l 1:6, Col 1:23) 
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- distress never to be equaled again (“tribulation”)



Mark chapter 13

Mar 13:9  "You must be on your guard. You will be 
handed over to the local councils and flogged in the 
synagogues. On account of me you will stand before 
governors and kings as witnesses to them.

Signs before destruction of the temple:
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   (Jerusalem surrounded by armies – Luke)
- distress never to be equaled again (“tribulation”)
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Mar 13:10  And the gospel must first be preached to all 
nations.



Signs before destruction of the temple:
- imposters will come
- wars, earthquakes, famines
- apostles persecuted, arrested, testify before rulers
- Gospel preached to world  (Rom 10:18, C0l 1:6, Col 1:23) 
- abomination that causes desolation
   (Jerusalem surrounded by armies – Luke)
- distress never to be equaled again (“tribulation”)

Mark chapter 13

Col 1:23b   This is the gospel that you heard and that 
has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, 
and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.



Mark chapter 13

Mar 13:14  "When you see 'the abomination that causes 
desolation' standing where it does not belong—let the 
reader understand—then let those who are in Judea 
flee to the mountains. 

Signs before destruction of the temple:
- imposters will come
- wars, earthquakes, famines
- apostles persecuted, arrested, testify before rulers
- Gospel preached to world  (Rom 10:18, C0l 1:6, Col 1:23) 
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   (Jerusalem surrounded by armies – Luke)
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Mark chapter 13

Luk 21:20  "When you see Jerusalem being surrounded 
by armies, you will know that its desolation is near.
Luk 21:21  Then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in 
the country not enter the city. 

Signs before destruction of the temple:
- imposters will come
- wars, earthquakes, famines
- apostles persecuted, arrested, testify before rulers
- Gospel preached to world  (Rom 10:18, C0l 1:6, Col 1:23) 
- abomination that causes desolation
   (Jerusalem surrounded by armies – Luke)
- distress never to be equaled again (“tribulation”)



Roman siege of Jerusalem, AD 70



Mark chapter 13

Mar 13:19  because those will be days of distress 
unequaled from the beginning, when God created the 
world, until now—and never to be equaled again

Signs before destruction of the temple:
- imposters will come
- wars, earthquakes, famines
- apostles persecuted, arrested, testify before rulers
- Gospel preached to world  (Rom 10:18, C0l 1:6, Col 1:23) 
- abomination that causes desolation
   (Jerusalem surrounded by armies – Luke)
- distress never to be equaled again (KJV “tribulation”)



Mark chapter 13

Mar 13:20  If the Lord had not cut short those days, no 
one would survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom 
he has chosen, he has shortened them.

Signs before destruction of the temple:
- imposters will come
- wars, earthquakes, famines
- apostles persecuted, arrested, testify before rulers
- Gospel preached to world  (Rom 10:18, C0l 1:6, Col 1:23) 
- abomination that causes desolation
   (Jerusalem surrounded by armies – Luke)
- distress never to be equaled again (KJV “tribulation”)



Unequaled distress of Jerusalem

Josephus in Wars of the Jews:  "No other city ever suffered 
miseries, nor did any age, from the beginning of the world, ever 
breed a generation more fruitful in wickedness that this was

Josephus in Wars of the Jews:“If the miseries of all mankind 
from the creation were compared with those which the Jews 
then suffered, they would appear inferior."



Never to be equaled again

The world would go on afterward, but nothing equal to this 
would ever occur again.

Not talking about the end of the world!

The days would be cut short so that some would survive.



Mar 13:21  At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the 
Christ!' or, 'Look, there he is!' do not believe it.
Mar 13:22  For false Christs and false prophets will appear and 
perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect—if that were 
possible.
Mar 13:23  So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead 
of time.

False Christs and prophets

Lying prophets reported by Josephus in Wars of the Jews:
http://www.bible.ca/pre-flavius-josephus-70AD-Mt24-fulfilled.htm



Mar 13:21  At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the 
Christ!' or, 'Look, there he is!' do not believe it.
Mar 13:22  For false Christs and false prophets will appear and 
perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect—if that were 
possible.
Mar 13:23  So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead 
of time.

False Christs and prophets

The second coming of Christ will be at completely different time!



Mark chapter 13

Mar 13:24  But in those days, after that tribulation, ... 

KJV “tribulation”

AD 70 destruction of Jerusalem and the temple



Mark chapter 13

Dramatic changes after AD 70



Mark chapter 13

Mar 13:24  "But in those days, following that distress, 
"'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 
its light;
Mar 13:25  the stars will fall from the sky, and the 
heavenly bodies will be shaken.'

Dramatic changes after AD 70



Mark chapter 13

Mar 13:24  "But in those days, following that distress, 
"'the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 
its light;
Mar 13:25  the stars will fall from the sky, and the 
heavenly bodies will be shaken.'

Literally?

Dramatic changes after AD 70



Mark chapter 13

The Jews had heard this before



Mark chapter 13

Isa 13:10  The stars of heaven and their constellations 
will not show their light. The rising sun will be 
darkened and the moon will not give its light. 

The Jews had heard this before
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will not show their light. The rising sun will be 
darkened and the moon will not give its light. 

Predicting the fall of Babylon to Darius the Mede (Dan 5:31)
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Isa 13:10  The stars of heaven and their constellations 
will not show their light. The rising sun will be 
darkened and the moon will not give its light. 

Predicting the fall of Babylon to Darius the Mede (Dan 5:31)

Metaphors: These signs did not literally occur.  

The Jews had heard this before



Mark chapter 13

Eze 32:7  When I snuff you out, I will cover the heavens 
and darken their stars; I will cover the sun with a 
cloud, and the moon will not give its light. 

The Jews had heard this before



Mark chapter 13

Eze 32:7  When I snuff you out, I will cover the heavens 
and darken their stars; I will cover the sun with a 
cloud, and the moon will not give its light. 

Predicting the fall of Egypt after Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem

The Jews had heard this before



Mark chapter 13

Eze 32:7  When I snuff you out, I will cover the heavens 
and darken their stars; I will cover the sun with a 
cloud, and the moon will not give its light. 

Predicting the fall of Egypt after Nebuchadnezzar took Jerusalem

Metaphors: These signs did not literally occur.  

The Jews had heard this before



Mark chapter 13

Mar 13:26  "At that time men will see the Son of Man 
coming in clouds with great power and glory.
Mar 13:27  And he will send his angels and gather his 
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 
the ends of the heavens.

Right after the temple was destroyed?



Gathering the Elect: one theory
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hand of God
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Gathering the Elect: one theory

Sun, moon, stars = priests, Pharisees, teachers of 
the law, Mosaic law itself disappear

At that time...Following the distress of those days
(the destruction of Jerusalem)

Son of Man in the sky = Jesus ruling at the right 
hand of God

Angels (messengers) gathering the elect = the 
church preaching the gospel

See John Gill’s commentary



Sun and moon and stars: another theory



Sun and moon and stars: another theory

Spiritual forces in the parallel battle in heaven



Sun and moon and stars: another theory

Compare Daniel 10:13, 10:20-21  

Spiritual forces in the parallel battle in heaven



Cannot rule out a dual fulfilment

Sun and moon and stars: The end times?



But...

Cannot rule out a dual fulfilment

Sun and moon and stars: The end times?



But...

Cannot rule out a dual fulfilment

Mar 13:30  I tell you the truth, this generation will 
certainly not pass away until all these things have 
happened.

Sun and moon and stars: The end times?



The message for us
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The message for us

Mark chapter 13

Mar 13:35  "Therefore keep watch because you do not 
know when the owner of the house will come back—
whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the 
rooster crows, or at dawn.
Mar 13:36  If he comes suddenly, do not let him find 
you sleeping.
Mar 13:37  What I say to you, I say to everyone: 
"Watch!'"



The message for us

Mark chapter 13

Mar 13:35  "Therefore keep watch because you do not 
know when the owner of the house will come back—
whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the 
rooster crows, or at dawn.
Mar 13:36  If he comes suddenly, do not let him find 
you sleeping.
Mar 13:37  What I say to you, I say to everyone: 
"Watch!'"



What if you knew Jesus was coming back this afternoon?

Mark chapter 13

Stay ready!
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