
The Gospel of Mark



Who was Mark?

The Gospel of Mark



1Pe 5:13  She who is in Babylon, chosen together with 
you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 
1Pe 5:14  Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to 
all of you who are in Christ. 

The Gospel of Mark

At the close of 1 Peter:



1Pe 5:13  She who is in Babylon, chosen together with 
you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 
1Pe 5:14  Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to 
all of you who are in Christ. 

The Gospel of Mark

The early church reports that this was who 
wrote the gospel.

At the close of 1 Peter:



Mark, who was Peter's interpreter, wrote 
down accurately though not in order, all that 
he recollected of what Christ had said or 
done. - Papias of Hierapolis, circa 95 – 120 
AD

Mark and Peter



Mark and Peter

John Mark and Peter



Mark and Peter

Acts 12
Herod put James to death, imprisoned Peter



Mark and Peter

Acts 12
Herod put James to death, imprisoned Peter

Angel releases Peter from prison



Act 12:12  When this had dawned on him, he went to 
the house of Mary the mother of John, also called 
Mark, where many people had gathered and were 
praying. 

Mark and Peter



Act 12:12  When this had dawned on him, he went to 
the house of Mary the mother of John, also called 
Mark, where many people had gathered and were 
praying. 

Mark and Peter

Jewish name “John”
Greek name “Mark”



John Mark

Who was John Mark?



Col 4:10  My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his 
greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You 
have received instructions about him; if he comes to 
you, welcome him.) 

Paul calls him the cousin of Barnabas

John Mark



From a prominent family:
- Barnabas a property owner Acts 4:36
- Mary owned large house Acts 12:12
- Disciples frequented her home
Maybe:
- Mary’s house was “upper room?”   Acts 1:13
- Mark was young man who fled? Mark 14:51
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The Story of John Mark

Antioch



Act 13:1  In the church at Antioch there were prophets 
and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of 
Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod 
the tetrarch) and Saul. 
Act 13:2  While they were worshiping the Lord and 
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them." 
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The Story of John Mark



Act 13:4  The two of them, sent on their way by the 
Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from 
there to Cyprus. 
Act 13:5  When they arrived at Salamis, they 
proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. 
John was with them as their helper. 
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Act 13:4  The two of them, sent on their way by the 
Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia and sailed from 
there to Cyprus. 
Act 13:5  When they arrived at Salamis, they 
proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. 
John was with them as their helper. 

The Story of John Mark

John Mark a helper in Cyprus



Act 13:13  From Paphos, Paul and his companions 
sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them to 
return to Jerusalem. 

The Story of John Mark
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Not to Antioch where the journey began



Act 13:13  From Paphos, Paul and his companions 
sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left them to 
return to Jerusalem. 

The Story of John Mark

Not to Antioch where the journey began

Back home.  And to Peter?



Act 15:36  Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us go 
back and visit the brothers in all the towns where we 
preached the word of the Lord and see how they are doing." 
Act 15:37  Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, 
with them, 
Act 15:38  but Paul did not think it wise to take him, 
because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not 
continued with them in the work. 
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continued with them in the work. 

The Story of John Mark

Paul saw it as desertion



Act 15:39  They had such a sharp disagreement that they 
parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 
Act 15:40  but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the 
brothers to the grace of the Lord. 

The Story of John Mark

Last mention of John Mark in Acts (circa AD 51)



Act 15:39  They had such a sharp disagreement that they 
parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 
Act 15:40  but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the 
brothers to the grace of the Lord. 

The Story of John Mark

Last mention of John Mark in Acts (circa AD 51)

Never again called “John” in the scriptures



The Story of John Mark

Eleven years later…. (circa AD 62)



Col 4:10  My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his 
greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have 
received instructions about him; if he comes to you, 
welcome him.) 

The Story of John Mark



Col 4:10  My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his 
greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have 
received instructions about him; if he comes to you, 
welcome him.) 

The Story of John Mark

Attending Paul in prison!



Col 4:10  My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his 
greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have 
received instructions about him; if he comes to you, 
welcome him.) 

The Story of John Mark

Colossian church needed instructions to welcome him



Phm 1:23  Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, 
sends you greetings. 
Phm 1:24  And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, 
my fellow workers. 
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Phm 1:23  Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, 
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my fellow workers. 

The Story of John Mark

A deserter no more! 



The Story of John Mark

Six years later…. (circa AD 68)



2Ti 4:11  Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him 
with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 
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2Ti 4:11  Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him 
with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 

The Story of John Mark

Paul wants him by his side as he faces martyrdom 



Mark and Peter



1Pe 5:13  She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, 
sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 

Mark and Peter



1Pe 5:13  She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, 
sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 

Euphemism for Rome, per Papias, Eusebius, and Jerome

Mark and Peter



1Pe 5:13  She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, 
sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 

John Mark with Peter circa AD 64

Mark and Peter



The Story of John Mark

Story of a restored deserter!

Grace, mercy, and redemption!



The Story of John Mark

Story of a restored deserter!

Grace, mercy, and redemption!

Who else had a similar story?



The Story of Peter



Mar 14:30  "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "today—
yes, tonight—before the rooster crows twice you yourself 
will disown me three times."

The Story of Peter



Imagine how Peter must have felt

The Story of Peter



Imagine how Peter must have felt

Walked with Jesus for three years
Witnessed many miracles
Walked on water!
Witnessed the Transfiguration!

The Story of Peter
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The Story of Peter

But denied Jesus three times



The Resurrection!

The Story of Peter



Mar 16:5  As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man 
dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they 
were alarmed. 
Mar 16:6  "Don't be alarmed," he said. "You are looking for 
Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is 
not here. See the place where they laid him. 
Mar 16:7  But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is going 
ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he 
told you.'" 

The Story of Peter
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Mar 16:6  "Don't be alarmed," he said. "You are looking for 
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told you.'" 

Especially Peter!

The Story of Peter



Joh 21:15  When they had finished eating, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me 
more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I 
love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs."
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Joh 21:15  When they had finished eating, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me 
more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I 
love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs."

Jesus never gave up on Peter!   

The Story of Peter



The Gospel of Mark

Joh 3:17  For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.



The Gospel of Mark

Joh 3:17  For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

Including Peter and Mark, and us!



Redemption Story

What is your redemption story?



The Story of Peter

Peter the shepherd



2Pe 1:13  I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as 
I live in the tent of this body, 
2Pe 1:14  because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our 
Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 
2Pe 1:15  And I will make every effort to see that after my 
departure you will always be able to remember these things. 
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The Story of Peter

Peter martyred between circa AD 64-68



Joh 21:18  I tell you the truth, when you were younger you 
dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you 
are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else 
will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go."
Joh 21:19  Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by 
which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow 
me!"

The Story of Peter

Peter martyred between circa AD 64-68
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2Pe 1:13  I think it is right to refresh your memory as long as 
I live in the tent of this body, 
2Pe 1:14  because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our 
Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 
2Pe 1:15  And I will make every effort to see that after my 
departure you will always be able to remember these things. 

The Story of Peter

Referring in part to the Gospel of Mark?



The Gospel of Mark

Gospel of Mark: redemption story 
- from a redeemed Apostle
- written by a redeemed disciple
- for a redeemed church
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