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Report on Religious Freedom Matters: 
 
The Task Force includes matters of Religious Freedom that may have impact on the 
Province or Religious Freedom concerns which may engage the Province and matters 
pertaining to our engagement with Islam. 
 
March For Life (United States and Canada) 
Bishop Guernsey organized a strong representation of the ACNA at the ‘March for Life’ 
in Washington D.C. on January 22, 2016, at which Archbishop Beach spoke about the 
serious Christian responsibility towards the unborn.  This event was significantly 
impacted by a serious winter snow storm, however the presence of the Anglican Church 
in North America, despite the weather, was significant and impressive.  Additional events 
across North America were also held with a recognizable Anglican presence. On May 12, 
2016, clergy and laypeople from the Anglican Network in Canada participated in the 
annual Canadian March for Life, in the nation’s capital.  
 
Archbishop Beach’s sermon at the Washington, D.C. March For Life is viewable at this 
link 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wp9ZqCxb1dE 
 
 
Report on Islam Matters: 
 
College of Bishops’ Meeting 
A presentation was made at the January 2016 College of Bishops’ meeting in Florida 
about the challenges of a resurgent Islam.  This presentation engaged the question, “Is 
Islam a Religion of Peace?” and engaged the theological question, are they the same - 
Jesus, Isa, Yahweh, Allah? 
 
The Suffering Church: 
The Task Force remains concerned about the plight of suffering Christians and has 
assisted Archbishop Beach in the release of media statements to call the Province to 
prayer on behalf of our brothers and sisters in Christ who are suffering. 
 
A biblical and pastoral responsibility [Christian refugees and the Church’s 
response] 
 
As a result of the atrocities perpetrated against Christians, numerous attempts have 
been made with Christian groups to urge our government to act on behalf of Christian 
minorities.  Task Force member, Mrs. Faith McDonnell and I have co-labored with 
courageous and skillful advocates appealing for support and protection for Christian 
minorities. 
 
While some European and South American governments have issued special visas for 
Christians from Iraq and Syria, the United States refuses to do so.   
 
 
 



 
The importance of Education 
At its most recent meeting, the Task Force discussed the importance of ensuring that the 
ACNA is well educated regarding Islam, sharing the gospel with people of other faiths 
and engaging prayerfully and in other practical ways with the plight of suffering 
Christians. 
 
The Task Force stands ready to support the Provence in these increasingly important 
matters. 
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