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The theme for this issue of the Apostle is “Breaking New Ground.” The Anglican Church in North America isn’t new, but there 
are a wide variety of exciting new ministries and projects that are getting started. In some cases, the Church is respond-
ing to an obvious and tangible need; in others, God has provided leaders with the vision to develop new resources that 
couldn’t have been predicted. The following pages include more than just information about what some are doing, they 
also include links and contact information to help those exploring similar ideas to be able to connect with these pioneers to 
share resources and best practices. If there is something here that sparks your interest, don’t hesitate to reach out.
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BUILDING A B IBLICAL FOUNDATION

Allison and I love to go to the beach. When our children were 
younger, we had many family vacations somewhere along the shoreline 
where the waves crash and the sand is plentiful. During these times, it 
would not be unusual to spend a lot of time with the children creating 
what they would think was a castle, a fort, or some interesting sand-
structure. It would never fail that when the tide came in each day, the 
sand creation would be washed away by the water and the waves.
At the end of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 7, Jesus uses 
a similar illustration to discuss putting into practice the words He 
shared. He says it this way:

Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them will be like 
a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and 
the fl oods came, and the winds blew against that house, but it did 
not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish 
man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the 
fl oods came, and the wind blew against that house, and it fell, and 
great was the fall of it.

This is a straight-forward teaching about the benefi ts of doing what 
the Lord asks, and the devastation of not doing what He asks. Both 
houses would have looked the same; it was only when the storms came 
that one could tell a difference.

Too many modern Christians are building their lives on the wrong 
foundation. It is not Jesus Christ and His Word, but the latest fad, 
latest worship song, or latest book about prayer. “Why do you call me 
‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” Jesus asks us all in Luke 6:46.
As the Anglican Church in North America, we are committed to 
building our foundation on the rock – Jesus Christ and his Word, or 
as the Apostle Paul wrote, “on the sure foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the sure cornerstone” (Ephesians 
2:20). This is why we have spent time developing and revising our 
Catechism, To Be a Christian, producing a new Book of Common 
Prayer (scheduled to be released in 2019), and releasing a holistic Sun-
day and Daily Lectionary. This is why we spend so much time encour-
aging and equipping folks to plant churches, share the Gospel, and 
make disciples. This is why we are attempting to empower congrega-
tions to create ministries to the least and the lost in their communities. 
And this is why we support and encourage Biblical Anglicans around 
the globe. For unless we are building this Province on the Rock, it will 
falter when the cultural storms and fl oods come our way. 

None of this matters if we are not building our individual lives upon 
God’s Word and following Jesus as our Lord and Savior. “Upon Christ 
the solid rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.”

The Most Rev. Dr. Foley Beach
Archbishop and Primate
Anglican Church in North America

from a
Shepherd’s Heart
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The Rev. Kolby Kerr serves as the teaching pastor of Restora-
tion Anglican Church in Richardson, Texas, where he lives 
with his wife, Emily, and his two boys, Beckett and Samuel. 
He is also the Assistant Director of LeaderWorks, a nonprofi t 
organization that supports Anglican church leaders. He 
regularly posts on www.leaderworks.org and contributes to 
www.anglicanpastor.org. 

family in the most tangible ways. Now, here she was, in a 
strange land, sending her children away each day to schools 
fi lled with strangers, dependent on strangers for basic needs.

But through the work of our little team – and the redemp-
tive, restorative grace of God which always precedes us – 
Kholoud and her family are beginning to fl ourish. Ennobled 
and equipped, Kholoud attends every available English class; 
she’s almost fl uent now. She worked tirelessly this summer to 
pass her driver’s test so that she could take her kids to school. 
Last month, she attended parent-teacher conferences with-
out a translator – she can tell you all six children’s grades in 
every subject. With the money her business earned this year, 
Kholoud is saving for a washer and dryer. Next year, she hopes 
to send her profi ts back home to her family still trapped in 
war-torn Syria.

We will walk with them and pray for them 
through all this and more – because that’s 
what friends do.

Our church isn’t the only church engaged 
in this work. I’ve heard from many others 
with their own stories of redemption 
and love. It’s my prayer that even more 
churches will fi nd local agencies like 
Gateway of Grace who can help them 
begin to serve refugees in their own 
cities.

God is breaking new ground in the lives of 
those who have fl ed unimaginable suffering 
to become our neighbors. When you come to 

know and love them as 
your neighbor, I can tell you from 
experience that God will break new 
ground in your heart as well.

Learn more about Kholoud’s sewing business at 
www.kholoudsews.wordpress.com. If you or your church 
would like to learn more about serving refugee families in your 
community, contact Kolby at Kolby@leaderworks.org. 

grace
By The Rev. Kolby Kerr

A few years ago, our church, Restoration Anglican Church 
in Plano, Texas, announced that we would begin “adopting” 
refugee families who had recently arrived from Syria. A family 
of missionaries opened our eyes to the global refugee crisis 
and found a path for us to engage locally. An organization in 
nearby Dallas called Gateway of Grace matches refugee fami-
lies with churches who can provide support, resources, and 
relationships beyond the scope of social services.

My wife, Emily, and I waded in with some hesitation. Both 
of us work, we have two young boys at home, and we were 
already invested in other church activities. We wanted to serve, 
but we probably couldn’t commit to much.

So much for that idea.

Once we (and the other volunteers) met this incredible family 
of eight and saw their overwhelming need, we dove in.

At fi rst, we were in “survival mode.” We stood in long lines at 
public health clinics and sat in on parent-teacher conferences. 
We hauled furniture and tried to translate stacks of forms and 
bills. In the midst of this, though, friendships formed. It turns 
out, children don’t recognize language barriers – our kids played, 
sang, wrestled, and laughed alongside theirs. One ‘Google-trans-
lated’ phrase at a time, we grew to know them better.

Slowly, we learned more of their story. The husband, Hasaan, 
showed us pictures on his phone of the family home he’d built 
himself. It was leveled by a bomb just months after comple-

tion. In the bombing, his wife, Kholoud, was burned so badly 
she nearly lost her leg. They fl ed on foot with nothing, eventu-
ally settling in a tent city in Jordan for four years. No work, no 
school, no home.

Almost every time we met with the family, Kholoud would tell 
us that she wanted to sell her sewing. She had learned a little 
from missionaries in Jordan, and she thought she could help 
support the family in this way.

So, our little team went to work. Emily and Stacy (our rector’s 
wife) set up an online store. They took photos and found 
translators for Kholoud to set up her business. They created 
a bank account, found and purchased discounted materials, 
and began taking orders. Some of the older women from the 
church helped hone Kholoud’s skills and picked out projects 
that might sell – blankets, placemats, table runners, and more. 

It wasn’t charity. Our team contributed to get the business roll-
ing, but Kholoud was easily able to cover those costs from her 
profi ts. She began selling in November of 2016 and, during 
that holiday season, Kholoud made enough to cover her fam-
ily’s living expenses while Hasaan was between seasonal jobs. 
They wouldn’t have made it without her.

Our team was proud to help them from the beginning, and we 
enjoyed becoming a part of their new lives here in America. 
But our joy overfl owed when we witnessed the transformation 
of Kholoud – a small business owner.

More than anything else, the war in Syria had taken away 
her agency. It had taken away her ability to love and serve her 

EMPOWERING REFUGEE FAMILIES AND 
THE DIGNITY OF PROVISION

RESTORATIVE
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By Dave Wright

“We need a campus ministry that will be distinctly Angli-
can, connected to the local church, and one that will build 
leadership for the future of Anglican Churches.” Such was the 
thinking of The Rev. John Hall, lead planter of Christ The Re-
deemer Anglican Church in Clemson, South Carolina. From 
past experience, John knew that a close bond between campus 
ministry and the local church could be a key to the develop-
ment of a successful pipeline of young church leaders.

Two young leaders joining him in this vision are Luke Ras-
mussen and Justin Hare. Justin explained, “Luke and I started 
dreaming about what an Anglican college ministry at Clemson 
could look like. As Anglicans, we worship through liturgy 
and have traditions other denominations do not. To be able 
to engage students on campus in their specifi c tradition is 
vital. Having done youth ministry in Charleston, I knew that 
Anglican students from all over America come to Clemson, 
but upon arrival found there was no vibrant campus ministry 
in their tradition.”

Justin continues: “Most campus ministries (including the one 
I attended in college) tend to emphasize the meetings where 
college students come together. Luke and I think this is impor-
tant, but we also want to see students integrated into the full 
life of the church – a ministry where students serve alongside 
older and younger members of the church on Sunday and 
throughout the week.

“We want to see students meeting with a mentor family for 
dinner or grabbing coffee with a member of the congregation 
during the week to study God’s word together. The only way 
for these kinds of relationships to happen organically is to 
stress the centrality of the local church.”

Instead of starting an Anglican college ministry from scratch, 
it made sense to partner with the Coalition for Christian 
Outreach (CCO), an organization that provides training, sup-
port, an annual conference gathering, and plenty of knowledge 
about reaching the college campuses. Nicole Shirk, Executive 
Vice President for Campus Ministry at CCO and one of sev-
eral Anglicans in leadership with the organization, says, “we are 
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HOW A SMALL CHURCH PLANT IS ENGAGING A UNIVERSITY CAMPUS

CONNECT YOUR COLLEGE 
STUDENT TO CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP!

Everyone has seen the studies about the high percentage 
of Christian young adults who leave home for college only 
to walk away from their faith in the fi rst year. Some studies 
have that number as high as 60-70% of our graduating 
high school seniors.

Those studies have also identifi ed the reason that our 
young people lose their faith in college: without the men-
tors from their church or their Christian friends from youth 
group to support their faith, they quickly get caught up in 
the activities and concerns of the kids around them and 
those activities and concerns woo them away. 

The studies are also clear about the solution: involvement 
in a solid Christian fellowship group! The studies say that 
a new freshman’s life is so fi lled with activities in THE FIRST 
TWO WEEKS of college that if they haven’t made a Chris-
tian fellowship connection by the end of the fi rst two weeks, 
they probably never will. 

Enter Campus Ministry Link (CampusMinistryLink.org)! This 
is a website that lets graduating seniors, and their parents 
or youth leaders explore the Christian fellowship groups 
available on the campuses of the colleges they’ve applied 
to. Not only is it possible to get all the important informa-
tion – times, locations, etc. but the site makes it possible to 
get in contact with the leaders of those groups. (Many of 
our Anglican Church in North America college ministries 
are listed on this site!)

To explore a college campus, go to CampusMinistryLink.
org and register (with name and email address), then 
click on “student”, “youth leaders,” or “parents”. For more 
information contact The Rev. Canon Steven Tighe [steven.
tighe@anglicanchurch.net, or (915) 274-6105].

David Wright is the Coordinator for Student Ministries in 
the Diocese of South Carolina. Having served as a Youth 
Minister at St. John’s Hartford in Cheshire, England and 
Christ Church of Oak Brook, Il, Dave has over 30 years 
of youth ministry experience. He has written numerous 
articles for publications in the UK and USA as well as led 
training for youth leaders in the US, UK, and Canada.

Contents

eager to partner with many more Anglican Church in North 
America churches in the future.” Currently, CCO – Angli-
can Church in North America church partnerships include: 
Church of the Ascension (Pittsburgh, PA); Incarnation Church 
(State College, PA); Church of the Redeemer @ New Garden 
Park (Greensboro, NC); Christ the Redeemer (Clemson, SC); 
and Church of the Apostles (Columbia, SC). 

“It’s been said,” adds Justin, “that if you want to know the 
culture ten years from now, go to a college campus today. Un-
fortunately, most Christians making that visit won’t be thrilled 
with what they see. But it’s important to remember – while 
college can be a time when students drift from the faith, it can 
also be a time for them to grow exponentially in it. The unique 
challenges of college ministry, I think, suit me quite well. I 
love helping students wade through the big questions of life by 
looking at the Scriptures with them.”

To learn more about or support ministry at Clemson contact 
Justin at jhare@ccojubilee.org. Other CCO campus ministries 
may be found at www.ccojubilee.org or campusministrylink.org.

THE ROAD TO CLEMSON 
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Rowing can be contagious. In addition to the full physical 
challenge, rowing teams face enormous mental challenges 
to maintain focus and pace. As a group of individuals, they 
must bond and blend together into a cohesive, powerful, and 
graceful unit. It requires that the oars are synchronized, both 
in the water and out of it, for success over long distances. It is 
a demanding activity.

Great rowing teams know the word, “swing”. Some call it 
“fl ow.” It is a state when your outside thoughts and physical 
fatigue fade into the background of rhythm, harmony, and 
power. One team “swings” through the water in a great effort 
that appears to watchers as effortless. Swing operates in the 
realm of ineffable collaboration. A great rowing team is like 
watching a symphony in the water.

I think in the spiritual realm what makes the church fl ow 
beautifully is generosity. Generosity is the “swing” of the 
Christian Church. Our God, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit delights in sharing. He is the giver of all good 
gifts. As He lavishes praise and glory upon the Son, the Son 
cannot help but burst forth with generosity towards creation, 
particularly us. I believe that generosity is driving the Anglican 
Church in North America. It truly is our “swing principle.” 
A young 10-year-old recently took the money he received 
from his birthday party and challenged other kids to put their 
money in the hat and $500 was raised for a homeless ministry. 
Another individual came into a Rector’s offi ce and dropped 
off a $400,000 check to pay off the mortgage. Another family 
opened their doors to a person in need and gave them a home.

In Acts 2, Luke records an unmistakeable hallmark of the 
nascent Christian community, “They gave to anyone as they 
had need.” 

Generosity is our hallmark. The Province exists to lead and 
serve our dioceses who in turn exist to lead and serve our 
churches, where the most exciting work in the world takes 
place. In our churches we see example after example of the 
words of Jesus, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” 
(Acts 20:35).

Would you consider helping us on a campaign of incredible 
generosity? To meet our mission and ministry budget, 
we need about $122,000 by June 30th. We’re grateful for 
anything you can give so we can boast in the generosity of 
God’s people.

You can give with the enclosed envelope or online at: 
http://www.anglicanchurch.net/index.php/main/donate/

In Christ, Alan
Canon for Development

MELBOURNE, FL – 01 / 2018

MELBOURNE, FL

VERO BEACH, FL – 10 / 2017

PEORIA, IL

PEORIA, IL – 10 / 2017

SCOTTSDALE, AZ – 09 / 2017

VERO BEACH, FL 

SCOTTSDALE, AZ 

FALLS CHURCH, VA – 10 / 2017

FALLS CHURCH, VA

RWANDA – 12 / 2017

RWANDA

SOUTH SUDAN – 01 / 2018
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SOUTH SUDAN

THE REV. CANON ALAN J. HAWKINS

Contents

ARCHBISHOP FOLEY BEACH

ARCHBISHOP’S 
TRAVEL:
“By God’s grace, over the last 7 months, 
I have witnessed the breaking of new 
ground throughout the global orthodox 
Anglican Communion. From the election 
of new Archbishops to consecrating new 
church buildings, ordaining young clergy, and 
engaging with church planters, Anglicans are 
hard at work bringing the Gospel to their commu-
nities. It is a privilege to lead and serve alongside 
such vibrant servants of God. Please continue to 
keep me and the Communion in your prayers! ”  

DEVELOPMENT

www.anglicanchurch.net/?/donate
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“There are all sorts of statistics 
that show the failure of the Church 
to retain young people, but we 
seek to partner with the Anglican 
Church to break stereotypes about 
the younger generation.”

Caleb (left) and Lucas 
(right) were taken on a tour 
of the Thai village, learning 
about the culture, religion, 
and way of life.

Fellows at their Thai conversation lessons

Lucas teaching English to middle
 school students in Thailand

Four local Thai students took the Fellows to a local Thai marketAgape Year
PIONEERING A WAY FOR ANGLICAN YOUTH

By Sarah Norris

did missional devotions, and grew together in Christ. I was 
glad to be a part of this launch year where I have drawn closer 
to Christ, and laid the groundwork for others. 

Both the directors and participants have seen the agape love 
of Christ in new places. While enjoying a meal with a group 
of homeless men and women on the Northside of Pittsburgh, 
Angel joined their table. He mentioned he was new to Pitts-
burgh and was applying for a restaurant job, but was unsure 
how to get there. Caleb walked Angel to the interview to make 
sure he arrived safely, and sat with him while he completed his 
application, helping him with words he did not know. “I’ve 
seen the importance of listening, relating to people in their 
situation, and just showing Christ’s love to others wherever 
they are,” said Caleb. 

Caleb and Lucas’ daily schedules were packed full. In Chiang 
Mai, they had four hours of Thai language training per week 
to help their ministry of teaching English as a Second Lan-
guage. Lucas taught middle school students while Caleb taught 

high school students. Erika mentored them in planning 
lessons for the week. Lucas shared, “Teaching ESL was 

my favorite service experience. It was rewarding to 
teach others from a different background [a skill] 

that will help them further their education and 
career goals.” 

As mentors, Nate and Erika have seen God 
work in their own lives. Nate shared, “It was 
encouraging to see these two grow and build 
relationships grounded in Christ. It has been a 

growing experience for us, too. Caleb and Lucas have taught us 
how much we can grow in the Lord ourselves.” Nate and Erika 
pray sharing this year’s experiences will encourage the Church. 
The fellows continue to visit Anglican congregations, sharing 
how God worked in and through them. “There are a number 
of statistics that show the failure of the Church to retain young 
people. But we are partnering with the Anglican Church to 
break stereotypes about the younger generation. Agape Year 
is built upon Christ’s call to come and see,” says Nate. The 
Program encourages 18-20 year-olds to come and see what the 
Church is doing locally and globally, and to understand what 
it means to be a part of the body of Christ. 

“Our hope is for our Missional Fellows to know that no matter 
where they go, they will have a home in the local Church.” 
Nate and Erika pray that Anglican Churches will partner with 
them by sending youth participants and by considering sup-
porting the Agape Year fi nancially. They thank God for this 
fi rst year and look forward to the years to come.

Find out more: www.agapeyear.org

In the fall of 2017, the Anglican Global Mission Partners 
launched their inaugural partner program, Agape Year. The 
word “agape” is Greek for “selfl ess.” Led by Nate and Erika 
Twichell, co-directors, Agape Year is a nine-month fellowship 
for 18-20 year-olds who are seeking to increase their trust in 
God, and to show His extravagant, agape love to others both 
locally and globally in “a gap year.” 

The ground breaking year, September 2017 through May 
2018, saw two fellows, Caleb and Lucas, grow in their 
relationship with the Lord and in the Anglican community. 
Starting in the greater Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania area, their 
day-to-day service experience included partnerships with local 
ministries such as Church of the Ascension in Oakland, a 
neighborhood rich in cross-cultural opportunities through the 
university and health care systems, Shepherd’s Heart in down-
town Pittsburgh, reaching out to the homeless and broken, 
Trinity School for Ministry in Ambridge, and the Young An-
glican Project, partnering with The Rev. Canon Steven Tighe, 

the Provincial Canon for Youth Ministry. Showing God’s love 
globally, they partnered with St. Andrew’s Centre in Chiang 
Mai, Thailand through the Diocese of Singapore. Agape Year’s 
goal is for participants to see Jesus work in new and unexpect-
ed ways, whether in the face of a homeless man in Pittsburgh, 
in the life of a student in Chiang Mai, in worship with Bhuta-
nese brothers and sisters, or in their own hearts.

In addition to ministry, Caleb and Lucas gained new and 
unique life experiences, they left home for the fi rst time, 
navigated a new city by bus, and bought groceries in 
a foreign country. “Many of the service and minis-
try opportunities require the fellows to cross bar-
riers of culture, language, and privilege. These 
young men broke new ground personally,” 
said Erika, recognizing how God worked in 
the young men, bringing about spiritual ma-
turity. Caleb shared, “This gap year has chal-
lenged me in my faith. We studied scripture, 
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You can learn more about the Israel Video 
Project at: www.israelvideoproject.com

In 2016, during a three-month sabbatical, I produced the pilot 
season of the Israel Video Project: “This is Israel.” The second 
season I have called “The Road to Jerusalem” because of my 
own journey back to Jerusalem, but also because it coincides 
with the Global Anglican Future Conference’s 10-year an-
niversary as we are also on the road to Jerusalem together as a 
Communion. Gafcon is pioneering a way forward for a global 
Anglican realignment. I cannot tell you how much I appreciate 
the strong leadership of our Archbishops, and how much I am 
praying for them. 

The road to Jerusalem, for Jews and Christians alike, has 
always been a journey of prayer and a journey of repentance. 

As I am at a pivotal point in my own life, praying and 
repenting with my family as we go to Jerusalem, I am using 
the Israel Video Project to document this journey. I invite my 
fellow brothers and sisters in North America, and beyond, to 
pray with me through this video series as we approach such 
an important meeting for the future of Anglicanism. 

As our Communion has been shaken, and as orthodoxy is be-
ing forgotten across denominations, the absolute best thing we 
can do as a Church is return to the basics of the faith, to the 
very heart: to Jesus, to Jerusalem, and to the cross.

It was in Jerusalem that our sins were fi rst forgiven. It was in 
Jerusalem where we were fi rst fi lled with the power of the Holy 
Spirit. And, it was to Jerusalem fi rst, where we were called to 
share this life-changing Gospel. I love that sharing this glorious 
Gospel is what defi nes us as a movement. And, what better 
place to return to than Jerusalem, to remember the basics and 
to remember Jesus. 

Jerusalem is my hometown. In 1981, the Israeli 

government invited my dad, a Pentecostal 

pastor, to plant a church in Jerusalem. This 

was unprecedented. Until I was 12, I grew 

up skateboarding the streets of Jerusalem, 

adventuring through old army bunkers, and 

scaling abandoned water towers with the 

30 feet of rope my dad gave me as a gift.

I can’t say that there wasn’t anything diffi cult about growing 
up in Israel. I was the only “blondini” Gentile in my Hebrew 
public school class, but I hardly noticed. Through the public 
school system, I was steeped in the Jewish culture, liturgi-
cal calendar, and language (including the bad words that my 
parents didn’t know about!). 

Of course, violence has always been part of the backdrop. At 
school, we would have regular air raid drills and would rush 
down to the basement to hide in the school’s bomb shelters. I 
once got off a city bus that later blew up a few stops down the 
line. These things are tough. Still, my parents had me continue 
to travel by bus because we wouldn’t be bound by fear. This is 
the Israeli way. 

Fresh out of college in 2000, Erica, my wife – who introduced 
me to Anglicanism, and I felt called to serve a little Anglican 
church in Toronto as youth pastor for four years. Erica’s family 
was deeply involved in the Anglican realignment in Canada 
in the early 2000s. At that time, I felt strongly called to this 
Anglican movement, and yet I was confused because we were 
already moving back to Israel to minister with the Pentecostals. 
Never did I imagine that my Anglican calling and my calling 
to Israel would unite, but in God’s perfect timing, that’s ex-
actly what happened. In 2008, I was ordained in the Anglican 
Network in Canada (ANiC) and served my curacy at Christ 
Church Jerusalem. In 2010, we returned to Canada and began 
church planting with ANiC. And now, after more than 7 years 
away, I can hardly believe the time has come for me to return 
to Jerusalem to pioneer an ANiC and the Anglican Church in 
North America work in Israel.

I have grown to love the Anglican Way. Erica and I realize that 
our respective heritages have blessed each other and our min-
istries. Holy Spirit-fi lled entrepreneurial evangelism, meets a 
deep love of the Word, an anchoring liturgical calendar, and a 
sacramental life. These approaches 
to Christianity have deepened our 
knowing Jesus in a big way. An-
glicanism has also made my faith, 
surprisingly, feel more Jewish, 
and thus feels like home to me. 

By The Rev. Jess Cantelon

THE ISRAEL 

VIDEO PROJECT
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Church planting, at its foundation, is simply the people of 
God being obedient to the call of our Lord to make disciples 
of all nations. All over the world we see Christians gathering 
those who are far away and drawing them into the family of 
God through the planting of new churches. At the same 
time, however, the way this work is done varies greatly 
across the globe. 

Pursuing my Doctor of Ministry in Church Planting this past 
year, I experienced many perspectives on how churches are 
planted in various denominations, geographies, and people 
groups. I studied with church planting leaders from countries 
such as Gambia, India, Nigeria, and Nepal and we travelled to 
Thailand to learn from church planting efforts in both rural 
and urban settings. I also had the opportunity to work with 
Gafcon planters from England, the US, and Brazil. To hear 
how these leaders approached the start of a new church in 
each of their contexts was fascinating.

I have come to understand that church planting is similar to 
meal preparation. There is much that we share in common 
throughout the world with regard to church planting and 
meals. Just as all meals serve the purpose of bringing suste-

nance and energy for living, all church planters throughout the 
world share a common purpose of making disciples. Plant-
ing churches anywhere means creating places for gathering, 
just as our meals do. There are healthy and unhealthy ways 
of planting churches that are universal just like standards for 
food preparation. Most every church planting leader I know 
throughout the world is struggling with how to plant a quan-
tity of churches, while also ensuring these churches are planted 
in a healthy way. There are many stories of planting done in 
such a way that brought about illness rather than fl ourishing.

While there is much in common with our meals throughout 
the world, there is also much that is different. Every area has 
its own methods of cooking, its own dining customs, its own 
fl avor. These differences are shaped by a number of factors: the 
availability of ingredients, the equipment available, the geog-
raphy of the area, etc. I have eaten fruit in a fl oating market in 
Bangkok, goat on the pew of a church in rural Rwanda, and 
pizza at a restaurant in Atlanta. All meals, all with a common 
purpose, but all contextualized for their particular place. Some-
times these differences translate well into other cultures, and 
sometimes they do not (Let’s suffi ce it to say that Thai markets 
are different than your local North American grocery store!).

SETTING THE TABLE AROUND THE WORLD
By The Rev. Canon Dan Alger
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Church planting in each of these places looks different as well. 
Although we share in the common purpose of Gospel mission, 
our methods for its pursuit are shaped by our particular cultures. 
I remember a Rwandan friend telling me that his diocese needed 
a church plant in a particular area, so the church in the neigh-
boring town came and knocked on every door in this village to 
tell everyone they could that the preacher would be meeting at 
a nearby tree that Sunday. The next Sunday a number of people 
came, and the church was born! I wish it could work this way in 
the United States and Canada. But, in our Province, we have to 
worry about gathering space, childcare, liability insurance, etc. 

One of the beauties of our Anglican tradition is our global 
connection. We have so much that we can learn from one 
another that will aid the effectiveness of our work. The growth 
of the Anglican Church in North America over the past decade 
has resulted in Always Forward creating tools, resources, 
systems, and structures that we can now share with our global 
brothers and sisters. Similarly, we can benefi t from the ways 
they plant churches in their context, learning from and sup-
porting one another. 

Sharing this mission of church planting is like sharing a meal. 
We all bring something from our own culture that adds to the 
bounty of the meal, but most importantly we all share unity 
in fellowship as the people of God on mission together. At 
the center of our Anglican worship is the table. It is a table of 
community and a table of mission that fi nds its culmination 
at the feast set by Jesus himself. A feast that will be attended 
by people from every tongue, tribe, and nation. Participation 
in the work of church planting as part of a global family is a 
foretaste of this glorious gathering.

Please pray for our Gafcon partnerships 
that we may continue to grow together in 
the work of church planting.
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“Arise, shine, for your light has 
come, and the glory of 

the Lord rises upon you.”

- Isaiah 60:1

diffi culties they face make them strong and disciplined. Qam-
picha knows that with God as their helper, these children are 
driven to accomplish great things. Tumaini Academy opened 
in December 2010 to give these children the opportunity to 
become so much more than what was expected for them. 

Since then, the school has grown from a plot of land to a 
campus of eight classrooms. There are two large water tanks (a 
necessity in this region) and a newly completed administration 
building, funded by The Anglican Relief and Development 
Fund (ARDF). There are also staff offi ces, a library, and a 
kitchen. The diocese operates fi ve preschools in three loca-
tions, offering opportunities for younger children. Currently, 
there are more than 280 students on the main campus and 
200 children in the preschools. 

In Northern Kenya, ethnic and religious tensions are high. 
Even so, Tumaini Academy’s reputation for excellence means 
that parents of all religions – Christian, Muslim, and tra-
ditional African religions – desire to enroll their children. 
Consequently, the school has the opportunity to share Chris-
tian values with the entire community. Indeed, over the past 
seven years, the school has become an educational, spiritual, 
and economic center of the community. “Even though sixty 
percent of Tumaini students come from Muslim homes, they 
all experience the love of Jesus,” says Helms. 

“Tumaini” means “hope” in Kiswahili, the unifying language 
of Kenya. “We spread the Gospel through education and the 
meeting of physical needs,” Bishop Qampicha says. This is the 
mission of his diocese in a nutshell, although they also spread 
the Gospel through worship and Bible studies.

Students graduate after completing their eighth year, or primary 
education. What happens now for the graduating children who 
did so well on the national exam? All seven of them have been 
accepted into regional Christian High Schools and will continue 
their education, thanks to scholarships provided by KCEP do-
nors. God is preparing them for something so much greater. 

The Diocese of Marsabit’s “tumaini” is to build 
a high school in order to expand oppor-
tunities for secondary education. They 
have secured land and have funds to 
start building the fi rst classroom. 
The goal is to continue the 
Tumaini tradition by providing 
excellent Christian education for 
secondary students in Sololo. 

Arise and Shine (Isaiah 60:1) is 
the motto of Tumaini Academy. 
KCEP is partnering with ARDF 
in order to bring this dream to 
fruition so that more children will 
Arise and Shine in Northern Kenya. 
With God’s help, Tumaini Academy 
students are living out this motto.

To learn more, visit ardf.org 
or educateforhope.org

By Christine Jones

“I call it historic!” exclaimed Janet Helms, Co-founder 
and Chairman of the Board of Kenyan Christian Education 
Partnership (KCEP). She was reporting the results of the 
Kenyan Primary exams held in the fall of 2017. For the fi rst 
time, eighth-year students from Tumaini Academy were sitting 
for exams. 

The school was founded eight years ago with just one grade 
level. Now, those fi rst students were sitting for exams and hop-
ing to score high enough marks in order to be accepted into 
secondary school. 

When the results of the exams were released, Tumaini Academy 
was the best school in the district, ahead of 19 other schools. In 
fact, the top seven students from the district in 2017 were all 
Tumaini students. One student, Boro Hakano, who earned the 
highest marks of all students in the district, is experiencing his 
dream to become a doctor draw closer to reality. 

Tumaini Academy is located in Sololo, in Marsabit District, 
close to the Ethiopian border where more children are engaged 
in child labor than are attending primary school. So, how did 
such a remote area produce such stellar students? 

In 2008, (now Bishop of Marsabit) Qampicha Daniel Wario 
from northern Kenya was attending Trinity School for Min-
istry in Ambridge, Pennsylvania and met fellow seminarian 
Janet Helms. He shared with her the plight of the Christians 
in northern Kenya. While Christians are a majority in Kenya 
overall, in this Northern region of the country, they remain the 

minority. Due to the nomadic lifestyle, chronic poverty, and 
reliance on an arid landscape prone to drought, families have a 
diffi cult time surviving, let alone providing quality education 
for their children.

After much discernment, Qampicha and Helms determined 
that the best way to help was to build a Christian primary 
school. At the time, there were no Christian schools in the re-
gion. KCEP was founded to empower the Diocese of Marsabit 
to build and operate the school.

Qampicha believes that Sololo children can be strong students, 
despite coming from families of nomadic herdsmen. The daily 

Arise
Shine
and

www.anglicanaid.net
www.anglicanaid.net
www.educateforhope.org
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In 1987, undeterred by the lack of running water or electricity 
and the potential of persecution in the village where they even-
tually would live, Norman and Beth Beale followed God’s call to 
Nepal. When they completed their language and culture studies 
in Kathmandu, they moved to a small village in western Nepal. 
It was during these years that their ministry vision crystallized. 

While on a ministry trek in the central Himalayas early one 
morning in 1990, Norman was reading Jesus’ teachings in 
Matthew 9. Sitting in the midst of a fi eld of golden-white mil-
let soon to be harvested, Norman felt Jesus’ words came alive: 
“The harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few.” 

In the midst of his refl ection, he met a woman who had never 
heard of Jesus. After the Nepali woman went on her way, Nor-
man continued to read and pray. In those moments the Lord 
told him that the Tamang people were “the harvest” among 
whom the Beales were to work. This sense of call grew into a 

vision to see God birth a church planting movement among 
the Tamang people group, a Tibetan-Buddhist ethnic group in 
the central Himalayas. God literally called the Beales to “Go 
tell it on the mountain!”

In 1994, the Beales were back in the USA for further studies and 
a home-visit break. That same year, Norman and Beth joined 
Anglican Frontier Missions (AFM) and later received training as 
Strategy Coordinators. During that time, Norman was ordained 
a deacon and six months later a priest. As they prepared for their 
return to Nepal, they sought the Lord about how best to start a 
church planting movement among the Tamang. 

Upon their arrival back in Kathmandu, God began leading the 
Beales into relationships with Tamang families. This evolved 
into literacy classes in thirty Tamang villages, work on the 
Jesus Film in Tamang, and training many Tamang village pas-
tors in Bible study, pastoral care, outreach, and discipleship. 

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news.” 
(Isaiah 52:7)

Norman and Beth Beale with their children

The Beales asked themselves: how much more powerful would 
it be if, instead of just trying to plant churches ourselves, we 
encourage the new village pastors to pray and discuss how 
their churches could plant new churches, how their disciples 
could make more disciples? 

The Beales offered strategy coordination toward this goal with 
teams from Nepal and other mission agencies such as Sharing 
Of Ministries Abroad (SOMA), bringing together leaders from 
the US, UK, New Zealand, and Australia. 

In those years, the only way to reach most Tamang villages was 
to hike up and down the mountains over a number of days. 
Norman, Beth, and their small children visited some villages 
together, while Norman went alone to many more villages 
too diffi cult for the whole family to reach. They made many 
friends throughout the villages and faced many challenges as 
well, particularly persecution, which was, at times, violent. 

As the years passed, an increasing number of Tamang came 
to Christ. And as Norman jokingly remarked, “Amazingly, 
many wanted to be Anglicans!” In 1996, Beale began laying 
the foundation of the Anglican Church in Nepal which was 
formally founded in 1999 when he was installed as the fi rst 
Dean by the Bishop of Singapore. 

Today, there are 82 Anglican churches in Nepal with 9,000 
baptized members. In the fall of 2017, the Rt. Rev. Kuan Kim 
Seng announced that the Diocese of Singapore had unani-
mously granted parish status to three Nepali congregations, the 
fi rst to receive this recognition. Together with the three faithful 
Nepalese pastors of these parishes, one of whom is Tamang, 
these are the fruit of years of missionary labor.

Thirty years after fi rst saying “yes” to God’s call, the Beales are 
celebrating God’s faithfulness. He used their “yes” to share the 
Gospel among a people group that had no prior access to the 
Good News.

There are still over 6,000 unreached people groups with no 
geographical or cultural access to the Gospel. These 6,000 eth-
nolinguistic people groups (over 2 billion people) are still wait-
ing for missionaries to come to them. Could it be that God 
Almighty is calling you, too, to “Go tell it on the mountain?”

The Reverend 
Christopher Royer

Chris spent sixteen years (1990 through 2006) doing 
evangelism and church planting in the Middle East where 
he received a call to Holy Orders. After graduating from 
Trinity School for Ministry in 2008, he ministered six years 
as a parish priest, mainly in the Diocese of South Carolina. 
Chris was called to lead Anglican Frontier Missions (AFM) 
in 2014. Chris and his wife, Grace, have two daughters 
who are in college.

GO TELL IT ON THEGO TELL IT ON THEGO TELL IT ON THE
MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN MOUNTAIN 
By The Rev. Chris Royer
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