
apostle
the

Easter & Pentecost 2017

Reaching North America with the 
Transforming Love of Jesus Christ

+   Agape: An Anglican Gap Year

+  Christianity, Culture, & the Colson Center

+   What Every Parent Needs to Know 
about Youth Groups

... and more

www.anglicanchurch.net


the APOSTLE · Easter & Pentecost 2017   |   3Contents

“Mission on Our Doorstep” is the theme of the upcoming Assembly, and it is a theme that runs throughout this issue. In a time 
of increasing globalization, the world is shrinking. The mission fi eld is often coming to our doorstep, and we are aided in 
cross-cultural outreach by the global members of Christ’s body with whom we share a common faith. 

This global Anglican family also gives us the opportunity to more immediately share one another’s joys and sorrows. This has 
been true during Holy Week and Easter as our brothers and sisters in Egypt have faced the fresh threat of persecution. On 
the cover of this issue is the baptismal font of St. Mark’s Anglican Church in Alexandria, Egypt where Archbishop Foley Beach 
visited recently with Archbishop Mouneer Anis of Egypt, and the new bishop of North Africa, The Rt. Rev. Samy Shehata.

The Rev. Canon Andrew Gross, Editor
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

I am writing to invite you to the Anglican Church in North 
America’s Provincial Assembly being held this June 27-30 on 
the campus of Wheaton College just outside of Chicago, IL. 
This gathering is open to everyone in the Province and will be 
a wonderful time of worship, fellowship, teaching, and training 
from some of the best spiritual leaders in North America and 
the larger Anglican world. 

The Province gathers once every three to fi ve years at its 
Provincial Assembly to be together “as Church.” This year we 
will be hosted by Bishop Stewart Ruch and the Diocese of the 
Upper Midwest. While we do have a brief Provincial business 
meeting during our gathering, the rest of the time is designed 
for youth, lay leaders, congregations, and clergy to go deeper 
with the Lord and in our vocation as disciples of Jesus.

This year our theme is: “Mission on our Doorstep.” You will be 
able to hear Ed Stetzer, Louie Giglio, Michael Nazir-Ali, Lisa 
Espineli Chinn, Dave Ferguson, Daniel Carroll, Ben Kwashi, 
Miguel Ochoa, and Tito Zavala. These women and men are 
gifted in various areas of ministry and discipleship. Plus, we 
will be blessed to have Anglican leaders present with 
us from all over the world. 

Please consider joining us by bring a group from your 
congregation. Go to www.MissionOnOurDoorstep.com
to fi nd out more and to register.

I am looking forward to seeing you there!!!

The Most Rev. Dr. Foley Beach
Archbishop and Primate
Anglican Church in North America

Shepherd’s Heart
from a

Photo: Archbishop Beach speaking at Saint Thomas’ Church in Edinburgh, Scotland
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The Anglican Church in North America 

gathers once every three to five years at 

its Provincial Assembly to be together 

“as Church.” This gathering is open to 

everyone and will be a wonderful time 

of worship, fellowship, teaching, and 

training from some of the best spiritual 

leaders in North America and the larg-

er Anglican world. I invite you to come 

as an individual, or bring a group from 

your congregation. I hope to  

see you there! #Anglican2017

ARCHBISHOP 

FOLEY BEACH
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King seated above, high and lifted up, and they were the com-
moners of the world.

Oh, I was there, the King says. I was closest to poorest and 
lonely. The most hungry and least fortunate were never far 
from me. I was so close to them that when you did what you 
did for them…you really did it for me too. And when you 
didn’t do it for them…then you really didn’t do it for me either.

I believe that our Province has an extraordinary opportunity as 
never before imagined. As a church, we can embrace the words 
of the parable and act out our love of Christ. We can meet, and 
serve, and heal, and wipe the sweat off the face of our Lord.

The entire Matthew 25 ministry is online 
at matthew25i.org

David Roseberry 

David Roseberry has served 
the church over the past 3 

decades and now is Execu-
tive Director of LeaderWorks, a 

leadership-development platform 
that helps develop and train leaders 

and churches to do even greater works in their ministry. Fr. 
Roseberry is father of four children and grandfather to fi ve. 
He lives in Plano, TX. For 31 years he was Rector of Christ 
Church in Plano, TX until stepping aside to develop and 
head LeaderWorks.

And the King
will answer…

By The Rev. Cn. David Roseberry

As a child, this verse was very confusing to me, but I remem-
ber it well. In fact, I remember almost no other passage from 
the Bible more than this one. The Rector of my small church 
in southern Arizona said it nearly every Sunday as an “Offer-
tory Sentence”. It scared me.

And the King shall answer and say, “Verily I say unto you, in 
as much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 

It is Matthew 25:40. Jesus spoke these words as part of the last 
illustration, of the last sermon, on the last evening before the 
fi nal three days of his life. I consider it an act of God’s provi-
dence that the one verse I couldn’t quite get as a child, would 
be the verse I have been focused on for the last few years! 

Under the vision of our Archbishop, the Matthew 25 Initiative 
is ready to launch Phase 2. Our Province has committed itself 
to raise $1 Million dollars to match an anonymous donor’s 
gift of the same, and we are well on our way. We have about 
$300,000 to make available to a growing number of ministries 
and programs in the US and Canada. As the program grows 
and more funds are available, direct support and grants will 
continue to be available to dozens of more ministries.

Matthew 25 tells us a parable of a King who is on the throne 
as He gathers the nations of the earth on the last day. Just be-
fore he welcomes them all in…people from every tribe, nation, 
ethnic group, and language…he separates them into two. Like 
a shepherd separating sheep from goats, some are placed to the 
right and others to the left. Some are destined for glory and joy 
and some for eternal fi re. Some are heading to great pastures 
and some are heading for destruction! It is a grim spectacle; 
one of Jesus’ most vivid and frightening parables.

Why does the King make this judgment on the people? Be-
cause the King was blessed and strengthened by the work of 
some and he was forgotten and ignored by the work of others.

Then the people of each group ask the same question: What 
did we do? What didn’t we do? We never knew you noticed 
anything at all!

And the King says to them: When you loved the unlovely, 
and fed the hungry, and you blessed the unfortunate; when 
you paid attention to the imprisoned, and eased the plight of 
the poor, it was as if you were doing it for me. But when you 
didn’t do it for them, it was as if you weren’t doing it for me. 

They are dumbfounded. They never saw him anywhere! They 
never knew he was around. If only they had known, those that 
didn’t care would have cared. But he was nowhere. He was a 

The Matthew 25 Initiative started 
with a vision from Archbishop Foley 
Beach and his desire to use a gen-
erous grant from an anonymous do-
nor to help churches reach the poor 

and needy in their communities. After 
only 18 months of effort and the devel-

opment of these programs, the Matthew 25 Initiative has 
helped support nearly 40 new ministries.

For the next phase, beginning in 2017, Archbishop Beach se-
cured a dollar-for-dollar matching gift of up to $1,000,000 if 
the Province of the Anglican Church in North America can 
raise $1,000,000! That’s $2,000,000 that we could receive 
in the next phase.

Now, as the monies are raised within the Province, the 
Matthew 25 Initiative will open up a grant request cycle 
and begin receiving a new set of applications from pro-
grams and ministries within the Anglican Church in North 
Amerca . As these applications are received, studied, and 
prayed over, they are also juried by a group of leaders 
within the Anglican Church in North Amerca who have 
extensive experience in this level of outreach ministry.

A ministry can apply for a grant from Matthew 25 for 
between $3,000 and $25,000. The grant application is 
available for download at matthew25i.org. A program can 
be fully or partially funded as a Matthew 25 program as 
these criteria are met.

https://matthew25i.org/


8   |   the APOSTLE · Easter & Pentecost 2017 the APOSTLE · Easter & Pentecost 2017   |   9

I’ve been working with teenagers in 
churches for a while; long enough to 
have seen multiple generations of parents 
earnestly trying to raise their children to 
follow Jesus, and long enough to have 
identifi ed some common mistakes. 

I often speak to adults about those mistakes, most frequently 
talking about the importance of the Christian youth group 
for healthy adolescent faith. I almost can’t count the number 
of parents who have heard me speak, and come up to explain 
why their kids don’t attend. They have good reasons: “Sports 
are so important and the team practices are on youth group 
night,” or “Kids these days have so much homework, and 
academics have to take precedence over fun,” or “We don’t 
want to force religion down our teenagers’ throats. We want 
our children to choose church freely, the way we did,” or “My 
kids tried youth group and they said they already knew the 
whole talk, and that the other kids are cliquey.” For years I 
would nod sympathetically and talk about how it was good 

that they were at least taking their children to church, because 
that’s important too. 

That conversation has a second part, that usually happened 
two or fi ve or ten years later, when those same parents came 
in real anguish to ask if I had any advice to help them with 
their children. Reporting that their kids were no longer at-
tending church, or they were taking drugs, or sleeping with a 
girlfriend, or moving in with a boyfriend. I’ve lately come to 
the conclusion that I haven’t done anyone any favors by having 
tried to be nice in that fi rst conversation.

This article is what I probably should have been saying to 
those parents all along. 

The stark truth is that the number of teenagers who have a real 
and growing faith and aren’t attending a Christian youth group 
is vanishingly small. There are some, but to put it bluntly, if you 
think your teenager is one of these you are very probably wrong. 
How can this be? How is it that we, as parents, can be so sure 
about our teenager’s faith, only to have it seemingly disappear 
when they get older? I think it starts because when they’re 
young, our children are so open to our faith. They love having 
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the Bible read to them. They like going to Sunday School. 
They know all the stories. They seem so entirely open to OUR 
opinions about Jesus that it’s almost impossible to believe they 
could change their minds. 

But around the time of puberty, things do start to change. 
One of the biggest changes is that Mom and Dad no longer 
have such unchallenged infl uence. Other factors start to matter 
just as much or more. Those other factors are big reasons that 
Christian youth groups are so essential to teenage faith. 

         The three crucial adolescent faith factors

THE FIRST factor is the growing infl uence that other adults 
(and older children) start to have in their lives: teachers, youth 
leaders, coaches and others. Teenagers start to seek the atten-
tion and approval of adults who are not their parents! If we’re 
lucky, some of these infl uential adults are Christians who care 
about teenagers and attend our churches. 

THE SECOND group that starts to carry greater infl uence in 
the lives of adolescents is their peers. Adolescents are desper-
ately concerned with the opinions of the adolescents around 
them. As an illustration, I recently talked to the parent of a 
teenager in 7th grade. She was well loved and well parented, 
but her group of school friends had turned on her, blocked 
her from their social media circles. She was distraught, talk-
ing seriously about wanting to kill herself. The infl uence 
and the affection of her loving parents was dwarfed by the 
infl uence of this small group of clueless middle school girls. 
This isn’t unusual. To an adolescent, the infl uence of peers is 
enormous. It’s not surprising that peers, who carry so much 
infl uence in other areas, would also have a big infl uence on a 
teenager’s faith. 

THE THIRD critical relationship for healthy adolescent faith is 
the relationship with God Himself. Kids are highly relational, 
and those spiritual experiences where they “meet” God, wheth-
er it’s because they heard His voice, felt His presence, or “just 
knew” that He loved them, are a major building block in most 
young people’s Christianity. For the most part, these spiritual 

experiences occur on retreats, Christian camps, conferences, 
and mission trips that are part of American youth group life. 

It’s these three factors that make youth groups crucial to ado-
lescent faith. For the vast majority of teenagers with a growing 
Christian faith, their mentors, Christian peers, and powerful 
spiritual experiences all exist in the context of their Christian 
youth group.

Sunday church and Sunday school are important, but not 
suffi cient, for the faith of our adolescents, especially when one 
considers the faith challenges that come from movies, music, 
and social media. Two hours on Sunday is not enough to equip 
a teenager to properly interpret the lies and misconceptions of 
forty hours a week of media!

               What about those of us in churches 
that don’t have youth groups? 

There are solid options: First, it doesn’t have to be a youth 
group at your church. It makes sense to see if any of your teen-
ager’s friends have youth groups at other churches with whom 
they can attend. Second, the youth group doesn’t even have 
to be a church youth group. There are some excellent school-
based Christian youth groups sponsored by organizations 
such as Young Life, Youth For Christ, Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, and others. Check with your child’s school to see if 
any of those ministries are available. 

ONE FINAL SUGGESTION, if you have your children 
attending another organization’s youth group, it’s important to 
have them connected with non-parental adult mentors from 
your church. Find someone from your church willing to meet 
with your child once a week to read the Bible together. This is 
the heart of the Young Anglican’s “Engage” program (youngan-
glicans.com). Talk to your priest or bishop about having the 
Engage Training in your church or diocese. 

For questions or more information, feel free to contact Steven 
Tighe, steven.tighe@anglicanchurch.net, or 915.274.6105

By The Rev. Steven Tighe, Canon for Youth Ministry

YOUTH GROUPS 
WHAT EVERY PARENT NEEDS TO KNOW ABOUT
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Worship Leader
By Matthew Swab

As the music worship leader of Andy Stanley’s evangelical 
mega-church outside of Atlanta, Georgia, Eddie Kirkland had 
an infl uential and powerful platform from which to grow and 
share his ministry. He left it all to plant a church, an Anglican 
church. 

The son of a Florida pastor, Eddie grew up with worship 
music in his DNA. As a young man, it was a privilege for him 
to lead worship and be on staff at Andy Stanley’s North Point 
Community Church for more than fi ve years. During that 
time, Eddie took strides toward his dream of creating a pres-
ence in the Christian music marketplace. Yet, as that dream 
was coming to fruition, he was surprised to realize that it was 
not what he wanted. He enjoyed the music, but what he 
truly loved was working with people, and helping them fi nd 
freedom in Christ. 

Overwhelmed one day by a sense of God’s calling, Eddie went 
home to tell his wife and two young kids that it was time 
to leave his comfortable position and venture out into the 
unknown. His wife, Danielle, responded with support and 
wisdom, “I’m behind you 100%,” she said, “but you need to 
talk to Jesus, because I need you to have a plan.” And so his 
journey to becoming an Anglican church planter began.

During his college years, Eddie had taken a semester to study 
in England. While there, he worshipped at several Anglican 
churches, including Christ Church Cathedral. The liturgy stirred 
something deep in his heart. Even as he returned to his evangeli-
cal roots and began his work at North Point, Eddie continued 
to feel the pull toward Anglicanism. He purchased a Book of 
Common Prayer, and began practicing the Daily Offi ce.

The day after he told his wife about his call to leave North 
Point, Eddie had a meeting with prolifi c Christian songwriter, 
Graham Kendrick. As it turned out, Graham had just come 

Worship Leader
A New Kind of

ATTENTION POTENTIAL AND CURRENT CHURCH PLANTERS!

Join us for the Always Forward Church Planting Track at Provincial Assembly 2017, 
beginning at 1:00 PM on Tuesday, June 26, 2017

That’s right – one day before Assembly begins, we have set aside fi ve hours of dedicated time for group discussion 
and individual networking to kick-off our time together for the week. Throughout Assembly, our group will continue to 
meet together. Engaging with a panel of experienced church planters, we will tackle the question, “How do we plant 
a church in today’s tumultuous environment?” We’ll also enjoy time with featured speakers, such as Ed Stetzer. 
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to connect, learn, and encourage one another. Register for the Assembly now at: 
www.missiononourdoorstep.com

Contents

Matthew Swab

HOW AN EVANGELICAL CHURCH PLANTER DISCOVERED 
FREEDOM IN LITURGY

from a meeting with Anglican worship leaders in Pittsburgh 
and they bonded over their shared interest in Anglican wor-
ship. Immediately following their meeting, Eddie received a 
response email from a member of the church planting team 
at Churches for the Sake of Others (C4SO). As it turned out, 
that person had grown up in Atlanta and wanted to meet. 
Shortly thereafter, a close friend stopped by Eddie’s offi ce in 
order to set up an introduction with friends he’d wanted Eddie 
to meet for some time. Incidentally, those friends had planted 
an Anglican church in Atlanta.

All along the road, God continued to confi rm his calling while 
drawing Eddie to the Anglican Church. What attracted Eddie 
so strongly to Anglicanism was the freedom and simplicity 
found in the sacraments. As an Anglican priest, he was still a 
worship leader, but now in a very different framework. The 
fact that the “success” of the worship service did not sit on 
his shoulders was incredibly liberating. The Gospel would be 
preached through the Word, the liturgy, the sacraments, and 
God’s grace poured out. There was no dependence on Eddie’s 
musical performance or otherwise.

Eddie planted a church just outside of Atlanta in Alpharetta, 
Georgia with the Diocese of C4SO in partnership with the 

Diocese of the South. It is known simply as, The Parish, and is 
primarily attended by young families from the local suburbs. 
Most of his members do not come from an Anglican back-
ground, and many have been “de-churched” in the midst of 
the fast-paced lifestyle of the local community. However, there 
is something about the simple and deliberate nature of the 
Anglican liturgy that appeals to them; just as it did to Eddie.

Eddie was recently a guest on Episode 10 of the Always 
Forward podcast. Hear more of his story by visiting 
www.always-forward.com/podcast or fi nd us on iTunes.

Matthew serves as the communications consultant 
for Always Forward. He and his wife, Katie, live in 
Pittsburgh, PA with their two daughters, Charlotte 
and Madeleine. They worship with their church 

family at Church of the Ascension.

http://missiononourdoorstep.com/
http://www.always-forward.com/


12   |   the APOSTLE · Easter & Pentecost 2017 the APOSTLE · Easter & Pentecost 2017   |   13

Since we began in 2009, the Anglican Church in North Amer-
ica has been on an upward journey. It has been, by no means, 
an easy journey. Life usually never is an easy street. At the same 
time, we have watched the Lord prove Himself to be incredibly 
faithful to His church, so His strength has made the impossible 
and daunting become a reality. This past year, we saw a tre-
mendous level of generosity in our life together as a Province. 
Again, thank you so much for your investment in the Gospel. I 
want to highlight, for your encouragement, three things that we 
all will feel the impact of for generations to come.

First, in June of last year, a very generous brother in our 
midst pledged a $1 Million matching gift for the Matthew 25 
Initiative (please see page 6 for more information). We have 
over $300,000 which has been matched and is now available 
for ministry. Thank you so much to all the people, churches, 
and dioceses who have given! This ministry will see many lives 
touched and changed with the gospel of truth and the work of 
compassion. Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow! 

Recently, I was able to speak to a ministry called “Anglican 
Men” in Birmingham, Alabama led by William Hill. They 
were moved to be generous and I was inspired by their efforts 
to see Matthew 25 succeed. I would love to see other groups 
of men and women come together around this initiative. As 
an individual, if you haven’t given to support the work of Mat-
thew 25, please prayerfully consider blessing this incredible 
ministry. Every gift is matched twice, so a gift of $50 is like a 
gift of $200. A gift of $1,000 is like a gift of $4,000. A gift of 
$100,000 is like a gift of $400,000. Enclosed is an envelope, 
and we pray you would remember the call to the last, the least, 
and the lost in your giving.

Second, on March 10, 2017, our dear brothers and sisters 
in the Diocese of South Carolina unanimously voted to join 
the Anglican Church in North America. We all have a sense 
that God is strengthening and sustaining our work in North 

America through these great churches and people. Personally, 
having served in the Diocese of South Carolina, it is thrilling 
to see us laboring together again; united in the Lord’s work 
in the Anglican world. The trend is that we continue to move 
from strength to strength. We now have in sight a path to 
sustainability where our core ministries are completely funded 
by the support of our churches and dioceses. The result will be 
that we will progressively turn our fundraising efforts to new 
projects, ministries, and opportunities as we move out of the 
“start-up” phase of our Province. This is very exciting indeed.

Third, we are watching our people, churches, and dioceses 
awake to the call of mission and ministry. In the early days, 
the Province served as a primary catalyst for our life together. 
Now, through you, churches are being planted, disciples made, 
and the message goes on. We’re seeing creativity and innovative 
ministry begin. We’re seeing leaders and laborers step into the 
call placed upon their lives. We’re seeing buildings built, and 
new ministries established. We’re seeing more and more hap-
pen. The collaborative relationship of our churches, dioceses, 
and the Province gets stronger and deeper. Because of our 
partnership, the name of our Lord Jesus becomes more known 
in North America and consequently, the Anglican Church in 
North America is serving the bigger and broader work of the 
Holy Spirit in the world. 

I look forward to seeing you at our Provincial Assembly in June!

In Christ, Alan
Canon for Development

3
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AN UPDATE FROM 
THE REV. CANON ALAN J. HAWKINS

THINGS
THAT WILL SHAPE 
OUR FUTURE

On March 11, 2017, The Diocese of South Carolina voted unanimously to affi liate with the 
Anglican Church in North America. Archbishop Beach attended the 226th Convention of the diocese, 
and addressing the gathered delegates said, “Your witness in mission, in scholarship, and steadfast 
commitment to the historical teaching of the Bible is commendable. You are bringing with you many 
gifts that will further strengthen our Province, and the larger Anglican world.”
The Anglican Church in North America will formally receive the Diocese of South Carolina at the 
Provincial Assembly in June.

The Diocese of South 
Carolina Votes to Join 
The Anglican Church in 
North America

www.anglicanchurch.net/?/donate
www.daughtershc.org
www.facebook.com/DaughtersOfTheHolyCross/
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By Christine Jones

One of the gifts of 
orthodox Anglicanism 
is the unity we share in 
our diversity. This was 
on full display at the 
recent Anglican Relief 
and Development Fund 
Global Council meeting in 
Singapore. The Most Rev. 
Dr. Foley Beach was in Singa-
pore at the invitation of The Rt 
Revd Rennis Ponniah and the Diocese 
of Singapore as the keynote speaker for the Diocesan Synod. 
Archbishop Foley Beach is the president of ARDF so it was 
logical to hold a Global Council meeting in Singapore directly 
following the Synod. Those who have been to Singapore will 
not be surprised that ARDF was warmly welcomed by our 
brothers and sisters there. 

While ARDF is the offi cial relief and development arm of the 
Anglican Church in North America, the actual decisions about 
which projects to adopt are not made by North Americans. In-
stead, Archbishops representing the developing world gather to 
vote on projects approved for ARDF funding. This fact often 
surprises many Anglicans.

 To make these decisions, representatives travel many 
hours to meet, pray, and vote to approve various proj-
ects. Is it really worth it, to spend days in an airplane 
to come together? Because our God is a relational God, 
the answer is a resounding “Yes!”

This is the face of the Anglican Communion as rep-
resented by ARDF Global Trustees: Archbishop Tito 

Zavala from Chile, Archbishop Onesphore Rwaje of 
Rwanda, Archbishop Stephen Than Myint OO of Myanmar, 

and Deputy Delegate Bishop Richard Condie from Tasmania, 
Australia. What exactly happens when they gather?

ARDF recently interviewed them to learn why they prioritize 
traveling great distances to do the Lord’s work together.

Bishop Condie, commenting on the geography represent-
ed by the four, said, “Isn’t it great that we can have 
these relationships across the oceans and gath-
er together with a common understand-
ing?” Like ARDF in the US, ARDF 
Australia raises funds for both relief 
and development projects that 
have been approved by the 
ARDF Global Council.

for DEVELOPMENT
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Model Archbishop Onesphore Rwaje traveled 18 hours to come to 
his fi rst meeting as a Global Trustee. “We come together in 
our unity as Christians, as Anglicans. Sharing the Eucharist, 
speaking with our brothers and sisters in Singapore, it 
increases my warmth. It is a relaxed manner, but 
very effective.” Archbishop Rwaje continued, 
“The meeting was only for maybe three quar-
ters of a day. Flying from all over, coming 
for a three quarters of a day meeting? But 
when I was sitting there deciding on thou-
sands and thousands of dollars on behalf 
of my brothers and sisters in Myanmar, in 
South America, in Africa, a decision on these 
projects is important.

Meanwhile, Archbishop Tito Zavala was attending his 
fi nal ARDF meeting as a Global Trustee. He is retiring as the 
Primate of South America. Archbishop Zavala traveled the lon-
gest to Singapore: 32 hours! “I am going back full of joy, full 
of gratitude to the Lord because he gave me the opportunity 
to serve my people and people around the world, people in 
Africa, in Asia and different parts of the world – to serve them 
through my ministry and also in supporting ARDF in the best 
way I could.”

Archbishop Stephen Than ended the time together with a 
word for North Americans.

“I want to express something to my brothers and sisters in 
North America. Even though we are in great poverty and even 
dangerous [situations] in our life, we are happy in the Gospel. 

It is very tough. We thank God for giving us this stake 
to pass through. The sufferings and poverty 

make us strong in our faith, and we fi nd 
in this tragedy Jesus is there. Hope is 

there. Friends, brothers and sisters 
from North America, I want to 

send this as my gift to you, 
recalling the Gospel in great 

diffi culties.“

      KENYA: 
A grant from ARDF allowed the 
congregation of St. Elizabeth’s 
Anglican Church in Kenya to rebuild 
their church. Discipleship activities for 
believers, a sanctuary for prayer, and a 
place for fellowship are now available to the 
local population. Because of a partnership with 
ARDF, the church is in a much stronger position to continue 
its long-standing evangelism efforts.“ As one of the evangelists 
who has been serving this church for the last 36 years, the new 
church building has been a dream come true for our commu-
nity. We are now hosting important diocesan meetings that are 
critical for evangelism and discipleship.”
— Margaret Muruka, layleader, St. Elizabeth Church
More info at http://ardf.org/kenyanchurchrebuilt/

MYANMAR: 
In Myanmar, an ARDF-funded “Faithfulness 
to God” retreat offered Sittwe Diocesan staff 
alot of encouragement. They were reenergized 
and empowered to continue their ministry 

supporting the future of the community. This 
was part of a broader program that featured a 

wide range of context-appropriate trainings such as 
fi nancial and agricultural programs. These community-

based projects, where training and implementation is directly 
the result of locally identifi ed community needs, is a 
strength of the ARDF development model.   

      BRAZIL:
Children at the House of Hope in Recife, 
Brazil now have a safe place to go after 
school for physical and spiritual activi-
ties. ARDF partnered with the Diocese of 
Recife to build a Christian school in one 
of the largest slums in the area. Bishop 
Michael Uchoa and his thriving Church of 
the Holy Spirit are already seeing lives trans-
formed as a part of this initiative. A recently 
completed gymnasium has provided a safe place 
after school for children vulnerable to the dangers of the 
streets. Moreover, “the gym has become a unifying location for 
the whole community, allowing members to engage with each 
other, build relationships, and boost the well-being of all in the 
community,” says Rhonda Gathoga, researcher for ARDF who 
visited the project in May 2016. Praise be to God!

ARDF Global Trustees Meeting, November 2016
The Most Rev. Dr. Hector (Tito) Zavala

Presiding Bishop of the Anglican Church in South America and Bishop of Chile

The Most Rev. Dr.  Onesphore Rwaje
Archbishop of the Anglican Church of Rwanda and Bishop of Gasabo

The Most Rev. Stephen Than Myint OO
Archbishop of Myanmar and Bishop of Yangon

Bishop Richard Condie, representing ARDF-Australia
Bishop of Tasmania, Australia
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AN INTERVIEW WITH JOHN STONESTREET 
OF THE COLSON CENTER

John Stonestreet is the President of the Colson Center for 
Christian Worldview, and a member of the Anglican Church 
in North America. The Colson Center, named after the late 
Chuck Colson, works to inform and equip Christians to 
engage western culture with the Gospel. Earlier this year, The 
Rev. Canon Andrew Gross, had the opportunity to sit down 
with John to talk about the Colson Center and the challenges 
that face the Church in the 21st century. 

John, tell us a little bit about the Colson Center.

The Colson Center is really connected to the story of Chuck 
Colson. Chuck started the prison fellowship coming out of 
prison, having been sent there because of his involvement with 
the Watergate scandal. He had come to Christ right before he 
ended up in prison, and while there, he was growing in the 
Lord. On his way out, one of his cellmates said, “Oh, you’re 
a big shot. When you leave, you’ll forget about us, that’s what 
you big shots do.” Chuck said, “No, I’ll do what I can for 
you.” And the guy said, “No, you won’t.” We’re pretty sure 
that the reason Chuck started the largest prison ministry in the 
world was because somebody told him that he wouldn’t. That 
is how Chuck did things. 

It wasn’t long before he noticed something. The growth of 
the prison fellowship coincided with an enormous explosion 
in the prison population. The deeper issue was the growing 
breakdown of society: the breakdown of family, the breakdown 
of moral norms, the growth of the narcissistic culture, and 
also the diminishing infl uence of the Church in society as a 
stabilizing infl uence. What [Alexis] de Tocqueville called those 
“mediating institutions,” the church being one of them, the 
family another, these things had disintegrated. So the question 
was “Why?” He started to study the works of guys like Carl 
F.H. Henry, Abraham Kyper, the great Reformed theologian, 
and certainly Francis Schaeffer. These [were] conversations 
about worldview and the deep-seated beliefs of a culture; 
what makes a culture what it is and what does a culture 
need to fl ourish? 

That led him to start doing a radio program called “Break-
point” and write a book called “How Now Shall We Live”, 
which was wrestling with worldview and culture. The Colson 
Center carries on that aspect of Chuck’s legacy, that worldview 
culture piece. How can the church make sense of culture, and 
how can it speak intelligently to the culture? How can it live in 
the culture in such a way as to bring restoration and hope to 
the culture? That’s really what we are about, we offer programs 
to help the church make sense of the culture, to speak into the 
culture, and help Christians live in the culture in a way that 
brings restoration.

Christianity
JOHN STONESTREET

CU LTU RE&

So it started with prison ministry and it worked 
backwards to the root cause, you might say.

That’s right. We use the word “upstream.” We just kept going 
upstream: “What’s the cause of the breakdown?” 

So tell me a little bit about how you got 
involved with the Colson Center.

I grew up in a Christian home, but didn’t really have an intel-
lectual grounding in Christianity. Christianity was an emotive 
response in the way that our denomination did things, and 
in the way our church did things, but it was really in college 
where I was introduced for the fi rst time to this concept of 
worldview. It really, for me, was a captivating thing.

So I started working with an organization out of college called 
Summit Ministries. I was teaching at a Christian college in 
Tennessee, called Bryan College, and doing alot on worldview 
and culture. Along the way, right before we moved out to 
Colorado Springs in 2007, I met one of Chuck’s close advisors, 
and he invited me to be involved in a training program that 
Chuck had started called the Centurions Program, which we 
now carry on as the Colson Fellows Program. Chuck asked me 
to come on board in 2010, and then in 2012 he passed away. 

Tell me about the Colson Fellows Program.

We say at the Colson Center that we inform, equip, and unite. 
Those are the three things that we inherited from Chuck 
that we want to build on. The “inform” piece is “Breakpoint” 
and radio. The “equip” piece is primarily the Colson Fellows 
Program. Chuck believed that cultural engagement needs 
to be de-professionalized. In other words, there are alot of 
professionals doing cultural engagement. We hire lobbyists 
to go to DC, or maybe we get behind fi lmmakers and they 
want to make a blockbuster, and that’s cultural engagement. 
But culture is everywhere. We’re all supposed to infl uence the 
culture; it’s part of seeing the lordship of Christ in all things. 
So he had this idea of bringing together a group of people for 
a year-long [program], studying with him, using technology to 
have people engage from all over the country.

How do you handle the criticism that comes 
from a society that is skeptical or hostile to a 
Christian worldview?

Well, fi rst of all you expect it. We should be as winsome as possi-
ble, but winsomeness won’t win the day. The culture in the wake 
of the sexual revolution has shifted. We do not just disagree on 
certain things, we are disagreeing on the nature of reality itself.

Second, humans have dignity because they’re made in the 
image of God. The image of God gives you a framework for 
engaging alot of the cultural issues and looking at every single 
person as a victim as well as a perpetrator of the bad ideas that 
they are allegiant to. That is a key distinction. Martin Luther 
King said, “Whenever I’m against someone, it’s because I am 
for them.” I think that’s the key. We go in, not just because 
we want to be right. We go in because we believe that we have 
Truth. It’s the beggar showing someone else where to fi nd 
bread. We have to have that attitude, realizing that all kinds 
of people are victims of bad ideas. We do it because people are 
made in the image of God. 

Your job is to stay in touch with the news. Do 
you have any practices or disciplines that you 
have put in place to keep yourself from becom-
ing too jaded about the world that’s out there?

This is one of the things that Anglicanism has done for me. It 
has added practices to beliefs. Christianity is a way of life, it’s a 
way of living. Aristotle taught the importance of habits. We are 
what we habitually do. Augustine helpfully clarifi ed that we do 
what we habitually love, and so ultimately we are what we love, 
not what we do. That idea of taking care of habits is extremely 
important. For example, the habits of the liturgy, the rhythms, 
and that confession is part of my routine. Also following the 
church calendar as opposed to the cultural calendar, and doing 
it as a family: Lent, Epiphany, feast days. You get put into a 
different way of seeing time and space. It’s esoteric in a really 
powerful way. Once you can get out of the cultural rhythms, 
you can look at them with a little bit less despair, but at the end 
of the day its gotta come to the resurrection. It’s not an expecta-
tion that things will suddenly change so that I can have hope. 
It’s that no matter what, Christ has risen so I have hope. 

Read the full interview at:
http://anglicanchurch.net/?/main/page/1427

http://anglicanchurch.net/?/main/page/1427
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Tell me a little bit about yourself. I know you 
grew up in the Philippines. How did you come 
to the United States?

Immediately after graduation from the University of the Phil-
ippines I was invited to join the InterVarsity staff there. It was 
not a hard decision, so I said “yes,” but only after the director 
of InterVarsity asked my parents for my hand in marriage to 
ministry. I am number 6 of 7 children, and it was respectful on 
the part of the director that they asked my parents blessing and 
approval to take this job because it is not the most lucrative 
job in town, there is no guaranteed salary.

What did your parents think?

Well, the amazing thing is they said “Sure we gave her away 
already at 8 months.” They never really articulated that to me. 
I said “What do you mean?” I almost died at 8 months. My 
parents were poor, and they couldn’t afford the hospital. I had 
pneumonia, and the doctors had nothing else to do for me so 
they just sent my parents home, and they said, “It’s a 50/50 
chance.” My parents knew God in a vague way, that there is 
this power there. They had catholic background, a little smat-
tering of protestant on my mother’s side, but the faith wasn’t 
personal or really strong. But this time they called on God. 
They said, “If you would spare our child then she is yours to 

LISA ESPINELI CHINN
Former National Director of International Student Ministry 

at InterVarsity

By The Rev. Cn. Andrew Gross

Campus Ministry

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
to

As a baby in the Philippines, Lisa Espineli Chinn nearly died from pneumonia. During her sickness, 
her parents prayed for her healing and dedicated her to God’s service. Lisa has gone on to a 
career of ministry to college students; fourteen of those years serving as the National Director of 
International Student Ministry at InterVarsity. Recently she sat down with The Rev. Canon Andrew 
Gross to share more about what she learned in that role, and what might be next for her ministry.

do whatever you want with her.” I call it ‘the spiritual arranged 
marriage’ that I had no say about! 

After about 9 years of working for InterVarsity, I looked at 
moving with IV to the United States. I specifi cally wanted to 
work with international students, but nobody had a job for 
that position. However, the area director in the Mid-Atlantic 
said, “We will take her as regular college staff.” So I worked 
with the natives! 

How did you become the Director of Interna-
tional Student Ministry at InterVarsity?

Years later, after I married and we had children, I left InterVar-
sity and worked with my husband with International Students 
Incorporated. One day InterVarsity sent a job description 
because they knew we had wider connections. I said, “Oh, this 
is great. Let’s help them fi nd a director.” However, we couldn’t 
come up with a name. The job description sat on our kitchen 
counter until one day I said, “Let me just take a close look. 
Maybe I could do this.” The short story is that they offered me 
the job. 

I wanted to make sure the key people in my life were in 
agreement. I needed my husband’s whole support. I needed 
the blessing of my parents. Everybody, including my church, 
was saying, “Yes, we want to bless you. We want want to send 
you out.” 

In one sense, it was kind of a winding road, but in another it 
was a straight path. My call was to university students, and 
that has never changed since I was 19. It only changed in 
terms of who the college students were whom I was work-
ing with: Filipinos, Americans, and then the world. That has 
always been clear

What were some of the challenges you saw 
international students encounter that perhaps 
your other students at InterVarsity didn’t?

The challenges are the same of the seventies, eighties, and even 
now. It’s really, “How do you not only survive. How do you 
thrive? How do you fl ourish in a new setting where you are the 
outsider; where your English is not perfect?” 

The challenge for the church is, fi rst, to see internationals, and 
not look past them. When Jesus said, “Look at the fi eld,” you 
know, for me, Jesus is wanting us to see this crowd of interna-
tional students. They are harassed and helpless like sheep with-
out a Shepherd; spiritually, and physically too sometimes, and 
culturally. It’s hard to understand the American style of life. 
I become a cultural broker, as it were. They have so much to 

give, and Americans have so much to offer. If there is a safe 
welcoming place for that to happen, then we’re halfway there. 
There’s so much we can do.

For churches that are close to a college 
campus what are some fi rst steps that they can 
take if they have a call to a ministry like this? 

I think one thing that they can do is to go and just walk 
around. Don’t engage, just observe. Then I would do a prayer 
walk. Say, “Okay Lord, we are across the street from this 
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campus. Our heart is stirred. We want to do something.” I 
want people whose hearts are broken for those who don’t know 
Him. The world has come to your doorstep. Are you going out 
your back door instead of opening the front door to welcome 
them? I think it’s a spiritual preparation rather than, a pro-
gram. This is a missionary call. 

Next, do a little research. How are international students 
being served? In many places, in big universities they have an 
international student advisor. That’s their full-time job so it 
may be good to also ask, “Is there any way we can help?” We 
are here to give international students a safe, welcoming place. 
We can offer rides from the airport. We can do a furniture 
giveaway. We can be the cultural informants for them. We 
want to love them.

Find out what other groups are present on campus. There could 
be InterVarsity, there could be Cru, Chi Alpha, etc. All kinds of 
people are working with internationals. Seek a way to partner. 

International students ask us, “Why do you do this? Why do 
you love us? Why do you spend time with us?” They are just 
amazed, and we say “Because God has loved us we have experi-
enced being loved. That’s why.”

http://anglicanchurch.net/?/main/page/1426
www.tsm.edu/intensives/
www.tsm.edu/intensives/
www.younganglicans.com/provincial-youth-gathering
www.younganglicans.com/provincial-youth-gathering
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This also can be said of our walk with God as we live into the 
endless immensity of the Gospel. Our longing or desire for the 
Triune God will bring us to dedicate our whole selves to His 
kingdom. However, all too often our longings are too easily 
satisfi ed with the temporal stories that surround us. 

We desperately need our hearts to long for our true story. 
And, we need to be re-narrated into this story. 

For our youth today, culture provides a powerful narrative 
of a kingdom that is in direct opposition to the Kingdom 
we pray to come every time we utter the Lord’s prayer.  

What if a young person dedicated a year to be transformed by 
the story of our God, and their role as image-bearers? What 
if a young person engaged in the local church and worldwide 
mission to see that story come to life? What if this next genera-
tion came to long for the kingdom of God fi rst? 

Agape Year provides an opportunity to do just that. Agape 
Year’s vision is for participants to grow to trust this God who 
loves them so extravagantly as include them in the only True 
story. The Agape Year is a nine month program for 18-20 year 
olds and includes three segments; local, global, sojourn: 

AGAPE:
A N  A N G L I C A N  G A P  Y E A R

 �· Nathan and Erika Twichell with their ch
ildre

n ·

 [a·ga·pe]
“The love originating from God or 

Christ for humankind.”

“If you want to build a ship,” Antoine de Saint Exupery, the author of The Little Prince 

counsels, “don’t drum up people to collect wood, and don’t assign them tasks and 

work, but rather teach them to long for the endless immensity of the sea.”

By Nathan Twichell

Contents

1 . LOCAL 
September- January participants will be living in community in 
Pittsburgh, serving with local parishes and non-profi ts while go-
ing through a discipleship curriculum in the Anglican tradition. 

2. GLOBAL
Participants will engage with the global church through a 6 
week long overseas mission with one of our Anglican Global 
Mission Partners (AGMP) missionaries; getting to see God’s 
church body in a different cultural context.

3. SOJOURN 
Following the trip, the participants will return to the States for 
a time of debriefi ng, and then hit the road to visit churches; 
witnessing to God’s work and sharing their stories of what they 
have seen God doing in Pittsburgh and beyond.

Agape Year seeks to enact the story of the Gospel going forth 
from “Jerusalem, all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth” (Acts 1:8). Through this initiative sponsored by AGMP, 
the testimony of global mission is told to encourage the local 
church and empower the next generation to reach the least, the 
lost, and the last. 

The Agape Year is directed by Nathan and Erika Twichell, and 
is accepting applications for its fi rst cohort this Fall. 

Visit agapeyear.org

https://www.agapeyear.org/
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