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I’m writing this editor’s note from Nairobi, Kenya as the GAFCON Primates are just arriving for their annual meeting. Even 
though these faithful archbishops are on a fi rst name basis, it is not uncommon for them to greet each other by naming the 
province they represent. Rather than feeling impersonal, it is a moving expression recognizing that when a Primate is present, 
their people are present too.

As Archbishop Beach entered the room today, joyful voices around the orthodox circle greeted him and declared, “North Amer-
ica is here!” It is such a gift to be amongst friends who are united in Christ. The Anglican Church is indeed vibrantly growing in 
North America, and this issue of the Apostle shares some of the best stories of what’s been happening both locally and abroad.

The Rev. Canon Andrew Gross, Editor
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Not too long ago, I was in a discussion with a woman who 
shared with me about talking with a teenager in a major city in 
the U.S. who had never heard the name Jesus! Can you imagine 
a child growing up in Canada or the U.S. and never hearing the 
name of Jesus? How many children and teenagers live or attend 
school within one mile of your church? How many of those chil-
dren and youth are unchurched and do not know about Jesus? 
Yet, Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.”

We live in a time when our children and youth (even in the 
Church) are missing out on the greatest story in human history. 
Rather than hearing about Jesus, these young people are being 
inculturated with ungodly and unbiblical attitudes and behav-
iors. Their childhood is being taken from them by the fracturing 
of the family, their exposure to sin through television and the 
internet, and the lack of moral teaching and discipline in their 
schools. The “innocence of childhood” is quickly becoming a 
faint legend from the past.

What are we followers of Jesus to do about this? What can we 
do about this? 

First, pray. Ask God to intervene and help you reach the children 
in your neighborhood and community (Lk.10:2). Second, make 

disciples of your children and your youth “teaching them to ob-
serve all that he has commanded you” (Mt.28:20). Third, equip 
the parents and families in your congregation and community 
with teaching and resources on how to parent, disciple their chil-
dren, and model godly parenting. Fourth, creatively reach out to 
the children and teenagers in your neighborhood and schools.

On a Provincial level, it is time to invest in staffi ng and resources 
to better assist dioceses and parishes to reach the children and 
teens in their communities. Somehow, someway, we as a Prov-
ince need to be equipping our people to minister to the teenagers 
and children in our communities. Will you join me in praying 
that the Lord will provide the people and resources to do this? 

The Most Rev. Dr. Foley Beach
Archbishop and Primate
Anglican Church in North America

Shepherd’s
Heart

from a

Photo: Archbishop Beach speaking at New Wineskins Conference in North Carolina
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Matthew 25Matthew 25
GATHERING 2016
By Christine Taylor Warner 

Carletta Wright’s nephew was gunned down a few weeks ago 
in the same park where their parish holds Sunday potlucks. 
This is the third nephew shot and killed in the past two years. 
Among the most violent neighborhoods in the country, this 
zip code is where Wright’s vibrant parish serves a vulnerable, 
marginalized, and under-resourced community, not only with 
worship services and small groups, but also with a ministry of 
candle vigils for victims of racial tension and gang violence. 

The park where her nephew died now holds 
greater prophetic signifi cance as this 

community faithfully and incarna-
tionally stands for peace, healing, 

and the life-transforming gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

Along with Jay Baylor, Wright co-
pastors Church of the Apostles in the 
City in East Baltimore, Maryland 
and is intimately involved in racial 
reconciliation in the community. 
Baylor and Wright shared their story 
at a recent event called the Mat-
thew 25 Gathering: Justice and Mercy 
Contending for Shalom hosted by Christ 
Church in Austin, Texas. From February 
17 to February 19, a group of lay ministers 
and clergy from the US, Canada, and Mexico met 
to pray, build community, establish common language and val-
ues, and fi nally, to dream about what God has for the Anglican 

Church in North America. The gather-
ing was birthed out of the desire of 

Archbishop Foley Beach to fos-
ter and further the Anglican 
Church in North America’s 
works of justice and mercy 
domestically. 

With Archbishop Foley’s vision in mind, The Rev. Cn. 
David Roseberry, Canon for Mission, launched an initiative 
that would offer grants for ministries in need and also build 
awareness and expertise within the Anglican Church in North 
America regarding ministries among “the least of these.” The 
steering committee for the event included Sami DiPasquale (St. 
Clements, El Paso, Texas), David Hanke (Restoration Anglican, 
Arlington, Virginia), Bill Haley (The Falls Church,Virginia), 
and Clifton Warner (Christ Church, Austin Texas). Participants 
represented a diverse array of Christ-centered ministries that 
serve among the homeless, fi ght human traffi cking, lead com-
munity development efforts, bring healing to the incarcerated, 
resettle and care for refugees, build urban farms in urban food 
deserts, and empower at risk children and youth. 

As the person tasked to direct the conference and gather the 
steering committee, I had the privilege of convening this event. 
While there was signifi cant diversity in the room, including 
laity and clergy, men and women, young and old, American 
and bi-cultural, white and people of color, we came together 

as one in Christ, united by kingdom mission. Because 
many of those present at the event work long 

hours in ministry, and struggle with isolation 
and discouragement, a part of the purpose 

of the meeting was to provide a much 
needed space for community, encourage-
ment, and conversation. Over the course 
of three days, we “shared not just our 
stories but our lives,” according to the 
Rev. Greg Miller. We understood one 
another – the brokenness of those we 

serve, and the wonder of encountering 
Christ in the darkest places.

It was a blessing to be able to participate 
with so many faithful brothers and sisters 
in Christ,” says Carolyn Barnes. “There was 
an overwhelming sense of unity, a sense of 
[being] one in the Spirit, and a sense 
of family.” 

During the gathering, anchored in 
Isaiah 58, we took time to unpack our 
rich Anglican history in justice and 
mercy, and delved into a Biblical theol-
ogy of justice, mercy, shalom, and what 
it means to contend for God’s loving reign 
in the broken places of our world. One of 
the most meaningful moments was time spent in 
lament for those broken places. 

Together we acknowledged that only Christ can transform a 
life, transform a community, and transform social structures. 
We ourselves are in desperate need of the sustaining life 
of Christ to “push back the darkness” in our own 
lives as well as in the most broken places and 
people of our continent. Wright and Bay-
lor’s story of inner city Baltimore provides 
a powerful example. As we listened to 
them share about their ministry in a 
half white, half black parish located in 
the middle of a violent and race-torn 
city, we felt the weight of their pain. 
We also shared a deep-rooted belief 
that only God can heal the shattered 
neighborhoods where so many lives 
have been damaged and cut short. 

Born and raised in Guatemala, Christine witnessed the power and mercy of Jesus Christ in a context of 
poverty, violence, and civil war. To this day, she is most drawn to the frontiers of God’s kingdom where light 

is pushing back darkness, and where men and women are formed in the crucible of sacrifi cial service. In 
the United States she has also been involved in campus ministry, urban mission on the Mexican border, 
and church planting in Austin, Texas. She also teaches writing at a small liberal arts university, chairs a 
denominational task force for biblical justice, is on the supervising faculty of Selah (a spiritual direction 
training program), and is the director of Lumen: Center for Mission and Spirituality (a ministry for spiritual 
formation and spiritual direction). 

Christine, along with her pastor husband and four children, lives in Austin, Texas, spend-
ing summers in Guatemala’s city dump serving in ministry to and with staff who are 

pouring their lives out for the poorest of the poor. Christine’s particular emphasis is 
working with justice workers and mission/ministry staff within the U.S. and internationally. 

CHRISTINE TAYLOR WARNER

www.anglicanchurch.net/index.php/main/Matthew_25_Initiative
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When most North Americans think of juveniles in prison we often have a 
certain image in mind, typically a youth in their mid to late teens who has 
been convicted of a violent crime.

A cramped space shared by 25+ boys

Life on the streets is full of uncertainty

Meals are often eaten outdoors

Contents

CARING FOR 
CHILDREN 
IN PRISON

60 FEET

By The Rev. Canon Andrew Gross

We don’t imagine six year olds accused of petty theft. However, 
that is precisely what Dan Owens, a deacon in the Diocese of 
the South, and the founder of the charity Sixty Feet, found on 
his fi rst trip to Uganda in 2010. 

Some of the children were orphaned when their parents were 
struck down by AIDS, others stole food to feed themselves 
when there was nothing at home. On some occasions, the chil-
dren had been framed by their own parents, who didn’t want 
another mouth to feed.

They were picked up by the police, and brought to detention 
centers where they waited. 

Whitewashed Streets

“We knew that when the Pope came to visit Uganda it was 
going to be bad,” said Dan. He’s quick to clarify that it wasn’t 
the Pope’s fault; simply the byproduct of the visit of any for-
eign dignitary. Things get a fresh coat of paint, the streets get 
cleaned, and in the process delinquent kids get picked up in 
the dragnet. 

As anticipated, a few days before Pope Francis arrived, a truck-
load of children arrived at the detention facility. Currently, the 
Ugandan social and legal systems cannot handle the volume, 
so many children spend months or years waiting for their case 
to be heard.

Pilot. Developer. Dad.

Dan didn’t expect his fi rst trip to Uganda to become a multi-
year effort. A former missionary pilot turned software develop-
er, he was a suburban dad and father living in Atlanta, Georgia 
when he fi rst heard about the child prisons. A documentary 
fi lmmaker from his church, The Village Church in Vinings, 
Georgia told him about a piece of investigative journalism that 
he was going to be working on. Intrigued, Dan asked to join. 
The fi lm project ended up getting cancelled a few weeks before 
their fl ight was to leave, but Dan’s small group Bible study was 
so moved by the project that they took up a collection to cover 
the trip’s expenses.  

The initial goal was modest: to help provide clean water for 
the children by drilling a well. In Uganda, the water table is 
relatively high and therefore clean water is within sixty feet of 
the surface. 

In the midst of that fi rst trip, Dan began to catch a vision for 
the next set of needs to be met, and God began providing the 
resources to make it happen. It felt as if the resources were not 
far away, accessible with a little work, and the name 60 Feet 
became a metaphor for all that was to unfold. 

From Pepperdine to Kampala

Working with those who have a heart for ministry, Sixty 
Feet has been empowering local Ugandans to meet one need 
at a time. After the initial visit, the next step was medical 
care and advocacy. They raised the funds to hire a nurse and 
a social worker, and gradually built up a variety of interlock-
ing ministries that are now run by fi fty workers and a range 

of short-term volunteers. The team consists of Ugandan social 
workers, nurses, pastors, and administrators who work along-
side Pepperdine law students and short-term interns.

The Pepperdine students fi gured out how to navigate the legal 
system and effectively advocate for the children. Large chunks 
of the United States and Ugandan legal code have common 
roots in the British system of law, and so the learning curve 
was not steep. They are fi nding ways to expedite cases, and 
training Ugandan legal counselors in the process. 

While the legal counselors do their job, the other members of 
of the team work out the rest of the equation. Nurses attend 
to the child’s health, and the social workers locate and identify 
relatives who might be willing to provide a future home. With 
churches in nearly every part of the country, the Anglican 
Church of Uganda has been a key partner. Sixty Feet works 
with local priests to make sure that when the children re-enter 
their community there is another set of eyes watching out for 
them and caring for them.

Sharing a Model

With operations now running smoothly in Uganda, other 
African countries have asked Sixty Feet for assistance. Dan and 
his wife, Shelly, are exploring these possibilities and making 
themselves available to mentor others who are forging overseas 
partnerships. “We’ve learned a lot over the last six years. If pos-
sible we’d like to help others avoid some of the dead ends that 
we encountered, so that they can be more effective in carrying 
out the vision God has given to them.”

From Atlanta to Uganda, God is raising up the next generation 
of Christians who are sharing their resources for His glory. On 
the face of things, the needs can be overwhelming, but there is 
life-giving water just below the surface.

For more information: www.SixtyFeet.org

www.SixtyFeet.org
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FT. WORTH, TX – 02 / 2016

ATLANTA, GA – 10 / 2015
CAIRO – 12 / 2015

ENGLAND – 01 / 2016
PHOENIX, AZ – 02 / 2016

WASHINGTON DC – 01 / 2016

MELBOURNE, FL – 01 / 2016
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WASHINGTON DCContents

“This latest season has been 
a combination of foreign 
and domestic travel. Meetings 
of global Anglican Primates in 
Cairo and Canterbury were 
mixed in with, among other things, 
an ecumenical gathering called Catalyst, 
a men’s retreat in Fort Worth, and the 
March for Life in Washington, DC. God 
is doing some amazing things! Please 
continue to keep me in your prayers! ”  

GLOBAL FELLOWSHIP:

ARCHBISHOP FOLEY BEACH
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Brian Doerksen & Ali Matthews

The SHIYR Poets

Choral workshop at the David Festival

To learn more about the David Festival, visit their 
website: www.davidfestival.ca

Read the full interview on ACNA’s website: 
www.anglicanchurch.net/?/main/page/1213

Contents

SPOTLIGHT
ON THE DAVIDON THE DAVID

Festival
An Interview with Bev Foster

By Mary Ailes, Director of Communications 

for the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic

The David Festival connects experts in the arts with those 
serving in the church. Originally envisioned by New Song 
Church member Bev Foster, the David Festival launched 
in Port Perry, Ontario in 2008, with a vision to encourage, 
enable, and equip churches in the Scugog area of southern 
Ontario to glorify God through music and the arts. The David 
Festival continues to present a variety of workshops and other 
programs designed for participating individuals and churches 
to foster excellence in the arts.

How did you become interested in the arts? 

I come from a musical family. Mom says I began playing the 
piano at age two. I also love to write and dabble in visual arts. 
I’m not a dancer, but love and appreciate artistic movement. 
I love to use the arts to express my thoughts and emotions. I 
appreciate detail and discipline and different points of view. 
Currently my interest is in the therapeutic applications and 
impact of the arts, in particular, music care.

New Song’s rector Brent Stiller said that 
you pioneered the David Festival. 
What led you to start this conference?

A group of music teacher colleagues in our community used 
to gather every fi ve or six months to exchange ideas, new 
resources, etc. Through a conversation about music festivals, 
we imagined a Christian arts festival in the spirit of celebration 
rather than evaluation, and began to wonder and pray.

What is your hope that this conference will 
do for the church and local community?

Several things:
•  Develop collegiality amongst local worship leaders 

and pastors
•  Equip and skillfully train persons who are involved in wor-

ship ministry in various capacities i.e. technical, worship 
bands, choirs, poets, decorators etc; 

•  Encourage those who often give much and need to receive; 
•  Enjoy fellowship, and shared experience in our common 

love and desire to worship Jesus; and 
•  Expand our understanding and knowledge of the various 

media through which God-Father, Son and Spirit 
– are worshipped.

Why do you believe Christians should 
care about the arts?

God has demonstrated His love of beauty through skillful 
design and creative process. Color, vibration, thought, matter, 
are created by Him. I believe these things are meant to be used 
to co-create with God, expressing divine revelation, listening 
for life and breath in the universe, in our individual human 
experience, and in community. 

It is possible to care too much about the arts, idolizing them, 
placing them as something to be worshipped rather than a 
means for worship. Artistic medium is a cultural means of tell-
ing our stories, a collective opportunity for shared values and 
beliefs, a personal way to contain sentiment. 

In this way, the church needs to see the arts as a direct way to 
engage one another and the culture around us in artistic dia-
logue. The arts, music in particular, has tremendous therapeu-
tic capacity which can rehabilitate and bring healing to body, 
mind and spirit. 

How do you put together worship for 
a diverse community from different 
Christian traditions?

Isn’t this the same question we face each week – relevancy? 
Meaning? Preferences? Possibility for new? Comfort/discom-
fort? We have identifi ed several art forms to date that are rel-
evant to the artists from different traditions in our community 
i.e. music, writing, choir, visual arts, audio visual. Each me-
dium creates its own space, framework and content generally 
around a theme verse in the Psalms i.e. lament, new life, joy. 
We bring a variety of expert speakers and try not to duplicate 
them to keep things fresh and relevant. We have a post-festival 
online evaluation which provides valuable feedback so that in 
the next year, things like diversity and preferences can be taken 
into account. 

What are the challenges and joys of 
preparing the David Festival?

All of us are volunteers and although we each work enthusiasti-
cally from our skill set, there is still some expertise we’re missing, 
for example, around website and technology. The joy of seeing 
teens come to be trained is a thrill for me, as they learn that 
leading worship is about both skills, and attitudes of the heart 
– what an impacting formation. I love the planning team – we 
have a great time and eat a lot of chocolate at our meetings.

How has working on the David Festival 
enriched your own walk with Christ?

I love community and I love the intricate tapestry of Christ’s 
church. Coming together in our common love, affection, and 
desire to worship the Lord with our own unique traditions, for 
me, is a foretaste of what’s coming. In this way, the David 
Festival is a preparation for my fi nal destination with Christ. 
Certainly, the prayer and discernment, the trust in God’s 
agenda to be done is a faith strengthener for me. The faith-
ful teaching from the clinicians we bring in has deepened my 
biblical knowledge of, for example, the work and impact of 
Old Testament worship leaders. 

www.davidfestival.ca
www.anglicanchurch.net/?/main/page/1213
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There are many different metaphors in the scriptures to 
describe the progress of the people of God. In some places, we 
are on a journey. In some, we are on a walk. In other sections, 
we are “building a temple,” while in others we are the “house-
hold of faith.” The metaphor that I like is “running a race.” 
The Apostle Paul exhorts us to run the race, “so that we obtain 
the prize” (1 Cor. 9). The writer to the Hebrews tells us “to 
run the race set before us with endurance” (Hebrews 12). At 
the end of his ministry, Paul tells Timothy that he “fi nished 
the race” (2 Tim. 4). This metaphor can easily draw us in 
because we all know what “running a race” means. For some 
of us, running a race is the “rat race” of life. Some of us are 
runners, and we like to display our 13.1 or 26.2 stickers. My 
favorite sticker shows the number 27.4 with the caption ‘I got 
lost’ underneath.

Every generation passing a baton. Every 

kind of person running the race. Every tribe, 

tongue, and nation are participating. 

What a glorious image.

For the church, we are in a race as well. Our race is not a solo 
event, where I get to boast about what I personally accom-
plished (i.e. 26.2 miles). We are running a race of faith that 
began with the call of God on a people (Genesis 12) and our 
race doesn’t fi nish until the New Heavens and New Earth 
are established (Rev. 21). You could say that ours is one giant 
“relay race” of redeemed humanity. Every generation passing 
a baton. Every kind of person running the race. Every tribe, 
tongue, and nation are participating. What a glorious image.

Each race has some measurable increment. We measure by a 
year. We look, consider, and pray by a year, but we are always 
thinking ahead of our next increments. I love the quote that 
“we overestimate what we can accomplish in one year and we 
underestimate what we can see happen in fi ve years”. And as 
we run, we want to run in such a way as to not be disqualifi ed 
but to fi nish well. 

This year has been a year of great generosity from many of 
you and beyond. We have run the race well. We’re praying for 
the fi nal “leg” of resources to fi nish this year strong. We are 
asking your help to conclude this fi scal year with an additional 
$120,000 (we have received 78% of our needs for mission 
and ministry thus far). If you have never given to the minis-
try of this Province, would you prayerfully consider joining. 
Every bit helps. Simply put, $120,000 is $100 from 1200 new 
people and families. Consider being one of those new 1,200 
people. Consider your part in this great race of faith.

We are so grateful for your partnership in this ministry 
and church.

In Christ,

The Rev. Canon Alan Hawkins
Canon for Development

In 2009, at his investiture as the fi rst Archbishop of the 
Anglican Church in North America, Archbishop Duncan 

challenged our newly forming province to aggressively pursue 
the work of church planting by starting 1,000 churches in the 
fi rst fi ve years of our existence. From this call, Anglican 1000, 
the fi rst provincial church planting initiative, was born to teach 
the value and importance of church planting and keep it at the 
forefront of conversation during our seminal years. Through 
the work of Anglican 1000 and our faithful dioceses, almost 
500 new churches were planted in our fi rst half-decade. 

In 2014, The Rt. Rev. Foley Beach was elected as our second 
Archbishop to carry the torch of leadership in our Province. At 
his investiture, Archbishop Beach very clearly called us to press 
onward with the mission of the church and the call of planting 
new congregations. His clarion call was, “Forward. Always For-
ward. Everywhere Forward.” Archbishop Duncan’s challenge 
was for the starting of something new and unknown, Arch-
bishop Beach’s call is for the carrying on of what was started to 
continued maturity, effectiveness, and fruitfulness. 

Thus, with a new leader and a new season within the Anglican 
Church in North America, Anglican 1000 has grown into our 
new church planting initiative, Always Forward. What began 
as an initiative focused on inspiration and education has grown 
to also include practical strategies, resources, and collaborative 
work in support of a long-term church planting effort. Always 
Forward is our next step in maturing in our life as a Province 
and as a missionary movement in North America. 

A Provincial Church Planting Team has been assembled rep-
resenting multiple dioceses from across North America. This 
team has helped articulate the vision of Always Forward and 
determine strategies for the next steps.

The prayer of Always Forward is to see every diocese become 
a church planting network, which we defi ne as a diocese with 
four primary components for the support of church planting: 
conviction (that church planting is a command of Jesus for 
the church), culture (one that values risk, celebrates innova-
tion, and pursues mission), constructs (we defi ne seven needed 
planting systems- a leadership pipeline, assessment, training, 
coaching, ongoing support, funding, and strategic oversight) 
and collaboration (as Anglicans we believe we are stronger 
working together than we are apart).

In support of this vision, Always Forward will help provide the 
practical tools to assist our dioceses and planters to achieve this 
goal. We are working to develop a church planting playbook, a 
guide to help new church planting networks as they form and 
organize. We are also building a new online planting resource 
library on our new website www.always-forward.com. A third 
signifi cant effort of this initiative is facilitating equipping 
events. Our next major event will be the 2016 Always Forward 
Conference, August 25-27, 2016 in Denver where we will 
focus on the uniqueness of our work in planting sacramental, 
missional churches. We hope you will be able to join us! 

Always Forward is an exciting development within our Province 
as we seek to practically, prayerfully and relationally support 
our church planters on the front lines of ministry. We covet 
your prayers, your ideas, and your participation. Check out 
our new website, attend one of our events, donate if you are 
able, drop us a line and let us know how you would like to get 
involved. Above all, pray for this initiative. May the Lord allow 
us to continue to grow into a strong missionary movement in 
North America, and by his Spirit may we see many churches 
planted, many lost found, and the glory of the Lord be made 
known. “Forward. Always Forward. Everywhere Forward.”

Contents

ALWAYS FORWARD
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I arrived in Egypt in 2010 with a job description to establish a fundraising offi ce 
for the Diocese of Egypt with North Africa and the Horn of Africa. At fi rst, both my 
Egyptian colleague and I did not like the idea of asking for money – a problem 
since our role was fundraising! 
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Rosie Fyfe hails from New Zealand, and is currently studying at 
Trinity School for Ministry and working for The Anglican Relief 
and Development Fund in Ambridge, PA. From 2010 to 2014, she 
worked in the Partnership Offi ce of the Episcopal / Anglican 
Diocese of Egypt with North Africa and Horn of Africa under the 
leadership of the Most Rev. Dr. Mouneer Hanna Anis.
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We felt pressured by the formidable task of leading fundraising 
efforts in this diocese of eight countries. We saw the desper-
ate human need around us. Refugees needing emergency food 
provision. Migrants in prison needing an air ticket to return 
home. Congregations meeting under trees because they had no 
church. Isolated villagers needing medical care. Children with 
disabilities needing an education. Women needing to learn to 
read and write. And yet, soon we began to see the incredible po-
tential for the Anglican Church to address these needs, and we 
also started to see the way in which God provided through His 
people. Each time there was a need, it was amazing to witness 
God provide the funds in unexpected and providential ways. 

We decided to call our new offi ce the “Partnership Offi ce” 
because we were convinced that, in the context of the world-
wide Church, the sharing of resources is not merely a fi nancial 
transaction but the deepening of relationships, a sharing of a 
spiritual vision, and a building of God’s kingdom together. 

The Anglican Relief and Development Fund (ARDF) is one 
of the organisations that maintains a long-standing partner-
ship with our Diocese. Both ARDF and the Diocese of Egypt 
share a vision for transforming lives, and showing the love of 
Christ through meeting physical needs and proclaiming the 
love of Christ holistically. Every day, the Anglican Church in 

Egypt serves Muslims and Christians through an astonishing 
number of ministries including hospitals, nurseries, schools, a 
theological seminary, micro-enterprise ventures, adult literacy, 
vocational training programs, and ministries serving refugees 
as well as the deaf and the disabled.

One of the projects supported by ARDF was the construc-
tion of a Vocational Training Center for the Deaf in Cairo. A 
boarding school for deaf children was established in Cairo in 
1982 to provide an education which these children would oth-
erwise not have the opportunity to experience. I saw the way 
children’s lives were transformed as they learned Egyptian sign 
language and started to communicate with the other people, 
often for the fi rst time in their lives. A few years later, a small 
Vocational Training Center (VTC) was established to provide 
technical skills to deaf adults to enable them to fi nd employ-
ment and support themselves and their families. As both the 
center and school grew, more space was needed and a new 
Vocational Training Center was built on the outskirts of Cairo.

One of the people whose life has been transformed through 
this ministry is my friend Clement. He came to Egypt as a 
refugee after his family was murdered in Sudan. Disadvan-
taged both by his refugee status and his hearing disability, he 
struggled to fi nd employment in Cairo. However, through the 
VTC he learnt carpentry skills and earned money making fur-
niture and craft products. He became a trainer at the VTC and 
mentored many of the young deaf boys. As the Church for the 
Deaf meets in the same location, he started to attend church 
and became a follower of Jesus. Clement is now a lay leader at 
the church, and is leading a project to translate the Bible into 
Egyptian sign language – a fi rst in the Middle East.

Henri Nouwen writes that “when those with money and those 
who need money share vision we see a central sign of new 
life in the Spirit of Christ.” Working on the receiving and 
implementing end of this Christ-centered partnership, I saw 
fi rst-hand the impact that gifts from ARDF can have. These 
gifts transformed lives in Egypt, as well as in Tunisia and 
Ethiopia. If you are a supporter of ARDF, I want to thank you 
for your partnership in the Gospel and for helping Anglicans 
in the developing world to show the love of Christ to those in 
need in their own communities. 
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not been so good at in more recent times. I think the artists 
appreciate the opportunity, our congregation enjoys the chang-
ing shows, and it helps us grow in our faith as we see faith in-
terpreted and presented through different mediums and forms. 

      We were watching the news like everyone 
else and hearing about Canadians sponsoring 
refugees. We just looked at each other and 
said, “Why don’t we do that?” Questions like, 
“What if?” and “why not?” can be great 
ministry starters, we have found.

With the refugee resettlement program, that arose quite natu-
rally out of the dire situation with Syrian refugees. We were 
watching the news like everyone else and hearing about Ca-
nadians sponsoring refugees. We just looked at each other and 
said, “Why don’t we do that?” Questions like, “What if?” and 
“why not?” can be great ministry starters, we have found. We 
held a couple of very well attended community meetings and 
determined there was a will to do this as a wider community. 
We invited other churches in and very intentionally invited 
non-church people to be full participants. We said publicly 
that we knew responding to this crisis was something many 
people cared about, not just Christians. It’s been a wonderful 
undertaking and we have almost doubled what we set out to 
raise. One Syrian family has arrived already, more will follow.

      Art is a refl ection of God, who is a creator, 
and created the world. The Bible is full of arti-
sans co-creating, sculpting, writing, and doing 
art for the glory of God. That is why we do it.

 Why should the church engage in promoting and 
participating in the arts?

The Church used to be a patron of the arts. I think that is 
coming back. Art is a refl ection of God, who is a creator, and 
created the world. The Bible is full of artisans co-creating, 
sculpting, writing, and doing art for the glory of God. That is 
why we do it. If you have ever been 
moved by a painting, or a song, or a 
poem, or an essay, or wanted to dance 
to a worship song, or a sonata, then 
you know how art can draw us closer 
to the Holy God. Art also provides 
various means by which we can ex-
press the whole array of human experi-
ence, before the only and most Holy 
One: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In 
a similar way that Christian worship 
can be almost disingenuous when 
churches remove the Psalms from cor-
porate worship, Christians can become 
fragmented when the voice of the arts 
is absent from the life of the Christian 
community. I really believe that.

Mary Ailes

“

“

“

“

 How did you come to lead New Song Church?

In 2011, I realized I could no longer remain in the Anglican 
Church of Canada. I relinquished my license as a diocesan 
priest and soon after, along with a team of committed co-
workers, planted the church that would become New Song. 
We met fi rst in a living room of a church member, then a 
school, and now in the building we call home (a renovated 
Odd Fellows Hall). It felt like a huge risk at the time, but 
not an unreasonable one. The people of New Song are such a 
courageous, God-dependent community. We sensed the Holy 
Spirit’s conviction and presence with us from the beginning, 
for which we are grateful!

 An emphasis of New Song Church is building bridges 
in your local community. What led you and the congrega-
tion to make this an important focus of your life together?

I can’t imagine being part of a parish that doesn’t do that, to 
be honest. I think most churches try to build bridges into 
the community. If we believe God is already at work, which 
we do, it’s our job to listen and discern where and how and 
join in. In a community like Port Perry, which is generally a 
comparatively affl uent community, the listening process takes 
a little longer. “What can we offer to this community? How 

can we best minister, and where?” are important questions we 
continue to ask ourselves. 

Of course, one could simply react to an endless number of 
ministry opportunities so we’ve submitted ourselves to an 
“envisioning process” with an outside coach to help us become 
more focused in our mission values and strategic goals. We are 
about 80 percent fi nished, and I’m excited because I believe 
this will be very helpful to the parish, in both the short and 
long term. It is easy for a parish to live in a reactionary mode 
and we want to become focused on real ministry goals. 

 New Song engages with the community through the 
worship arts (See page 12 about the David Festival), 
refugee resettlement programs, your art gallery, and mis-
sion trips to Honduras. How did New Song come to get 
involved in these types of community activities? How has 
the local community responded to your partnering efforts?

When we remodeled the building that is now our church, we 
built an art gallery space. We purchased (and invented) art 
hanging hardware so we could hold shows featuring the work 
of Christian artists in the area. We think this gives artists a 
great platform and reinforces the importance of the voice of 
the arts in the Church’s mission – something the Church has 

The Rev. Brent Stiller is rector of New Song Church in Port Perry, Ontario, a church in the Anglican Network in Canada. 
New Song Church is committed to “building bridges by partnering with the community,” through worship, the arts, and mission. 

To learn more about New Song Church, 
visit their website: www.newsongportperry.ca

Read the full interview on ACNA’s website: 
www.anglicanchurch.net/?/main/page/1214
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