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North America is one of the more ethnically and racially diverse places in the world, and the Body of Christ mirrors this variety. In 
this issue, you will fi nd stories of immigrants fi nding a home in South Bend, restaurant workers fi nding Christ through off-hour Bible 
studies in Vancouver, and a Nashville singer-songwriter pulling artists together for Advent. 
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from a
Shepherd’s Heart
God has a way of turning our situations upside down (or should I 
say – right side up)! When we follow Jesus Christ, God is always con-
cerned for our best and is always working things out for the good in 
our lives (Rom. 8:28). And yet, it is sometimes diffi cult to see this be-
cause of the situations and the heartache in which we fi nd ourselves.

In Ezekiel 37, the people of Israel are in a terrible situation. They 
were once a thriving nation under King Solomon, but their descen-
dants, ignoring the prophets, turned their hearts away from God.

With the withdrawal of His presence, they did not have His counsel, 
blessing, and protection. The nation was attacked, Jerusalem leveled, 
and the people who survived were carried away to Babylon to serve 
as slaves. As far as they were concerned, the nation of Israel was dead. 
All was lost.

In the midst of this, the prophet Ezekiel has an encounter with God. 
He has a vision of dry bones in a valley and God asks him, “Can these 
bones live?” God tells Ezekiel to prophesy over the bones, that God 
would breathe life into them and that they would live. Ezekiel did as 
he was commanded by the Lord and the bones began developing liga-
ments, fl esh, and skin, and became alive. 

So what are we to make of this? 

In verse 11, Ezekiel is told that this represents the House of Israel. 
For over 2000 years no one quite knew what to do with it. But today, 
this vision has been realized; the Jewish people are in the land and the 
Spirit is bringing others from the north, south, east, and west.
So what does this have to do with us?

First, God desires that you and I reach out to the Jewish people in our 
circle of infl uence with the Good News of Yeshua (Jesus). The Gospel 
is for the Jew fi rst; we Gentiles just happen to be grafted on their tree 
(Rom.1:16). His heart is that His chosen people would know Him – 
and that they would, indeed, be a light to the Gentiles.

Second, some of you are facing some impossible situations in your 
lives, and it is diffi cult to see that God is working out His purposes 
in your life. I would not begin to tell you that I know the will of God 
for you, but I do know that He loves you, that He wants the best for 
you, and that He promises to never leave you or forsake you. 

From this passage in Ezekiel, we learn that God may seem slow in 
acting, but His timing is always correct. God can turn the awful into 
a blessing, darkness into light, sorrow into joy, and death into life. 

The Most Rev. Dr. Foley Beach
Archbishop and Primate
Anglican Church in North America

Late Pentecost & Advent 2015
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Behind the sound wall east of Interstate 10 in Phoenix, lies 
the little town of Guadalupe, Arizona. Home to 5,500 people 
and less than a square mile, it is a place quite different than 
the rest of the valley. The fi rst time I drove through Guada-
lupe was about twenty years ago when I was looking for the 
farmers market. I was shocked to fi nd what looked like a poor, 
rural Mexican village. I thought that Guadalupe was a place to 
avoid, or at the very least, pass through quickly!

As I settled into Phoenix, I married, had two kids, and ac-
cepted Jesus at a local church. My wife Cindy and I started 
doing some work as part of our church’s outreach in 2002 
in a children’s reading program. The ministry was located in 
Guadalupe. In hindsight, this was simply a step toward God 
and His transformational power over me. The words Paul said 
2000 years ago still ring true:

Romans 12:2 (NIV) “Do not conform to the 

pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind. Then you will be able 

to test and approve what God’s will is – his 

good, pleasing and perfect will.”

In 1904, refugees of the Pascua Yaqui tribe, who fl ed Mexico 
in the late 1800s to escape persecution, founded Guadalupe. 
The town shares some undesired traits with other tribal areas 
across the United States. The per capita income here is half the 
Arizona average, and less than 50% of the children graduate 
from high school1. 

My wife Cindy and I started to get to know many children 
and their parents, including Marina Gonzales. Marina wanted 
to help improve the lives of families in Guadalupe also, but 
she did not know where to start. Unbeknownst to us, God had 
gifted us with a person of peace – someone who would open 
the door for the Gospel to be shared in Guadalupe.

In 2009 God broke into my life in a way that I never could 
have imagined. I had advanced in my career and was content 
as a general manager of a worldwide operation. One day God 
asked, “What do you think I care more about – your leading 
an organization that provides hundreds of millions of dollars 
of value each year to this company or your helping one person 
come closer to Me?” After a wrestle worthy of Jacob, I left 
the company.

In 2010, free from the corpora-
tion, we started fully engaging a 
strategy called “Neighborhood 
Transformation,” known in some 
circles as “Asset Based Community 
Development.” We do not tell 
people what they need to do. We 
learn about their hopes and we help 
them discover what God has already 
given them to accomplish those 
dreams. We support, but only as the 
community voices a concern and as 
they commit assets to support the 
desire. A group of parents in Gua-
dalupe are taking a stand against 
low high school graduation rates by 
operating a tutoring program for 
about 50 kids. We work with these 
families and on other projects such 
as a Mom’s Club, GED training, 
and community beautifi cation. All 
of this helps them see that because 
they are made in the image of God, 
they can make a difference. They 
were made to co-create and made to 
steward their community. Twenty 
years ago, I saw the people of Gua-
dalupe as poor and inconsequential; 
now I see that God made them in 
his image, and loves them. 

This summer I was privileged to 
be able to share the Gospel with a 
dozen or so teens from Guadalupe. 
The kids enjoyed it and are asking 
for more. As you read this article, 
my prayer is that you would seek a 
local neighborhood and then seek 
a person of peace to help you; a 
brother or sister in Christ whom 
God has prepared to join you in 
sharing the Gospel. I trust He will 
provide everything you need to tell 
His story.

Jeff Bisgrove 
Living Faith Anglican Community in Tempe, AZ

Arizona Neighborhood Transformation
www.azneighborhoodtransformation.com
www.facebook.com/ArizonaNT
www.neighborhoodtransformation.net

1 Source – 2010 United States Census

Rosie and Lena at the Guadalupe Learning Lab (one of our two sites in Guadalupe) 
doing some reading. After the children complete their homework, they read for at 
least 30 minutes.

Kids in Guadalupe are at risk for reading under grade level through the third grade 
Do you know what statistic many states use to predict the number of prison cells 
they will need 15-20 years in the future? They look at the number of third graders 
that cannot read at a third grade level. If that number is going up, they know they 
need to build more prison cells. We work hard to shrink this number!

We work with a number of high school 
students like Destiny. Our goal is that EVERY-
ONE graduates from high school. We have 
computers and Internet available since so much 
of high school work is Internet dependent, and 
many of our kids in Guadalupe have no reliable 
computer or internet access.

The Guadalupe Learning Lab can be pretty busy. Here some of the children gather 
around Miss Marina (the leader of the lab) for some questions.

Some of the clothes for use with the Guada-
lupe Mom’s Club are above. The participating 
moms learn parenting skills, and earn points 
for each class they attend. They can then use 
these points to trade for items like clothes, 
diapers, and formula. People in Guadalupe 
donated many of these items.

TRANSFORMINGTRANSFORMING
by Jeff BisgroveGuadalupe

www.azneighborhoodtransformation.com
www.facebook.com/ArizonaNT
www.neighborhoodtransformation.net
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Rev. Heather Ghormley

In the parable of the Sheep and the 
Goats in Matthew 25, Jesus says to 
those on his right side, “I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me.”

Have you ever experienced what it’s like to be welcomed as a 
stranger? Early in our marriage, my husband and I had such 
an experience when we spent six months living and working 
in China as Christian professionals. We couldn’t speak or even 
read Chinese. We had no idea how to get from place to place. 
In fact, when we fi rst arrived we just stayed in our apartment 
because we were afraid that if we left we might never fi nd our 
way back! A few kind Chinese friends helped us get oriented, 
introduced us to others who made us feel welcome, and gave us 
the confi dence we needed to thrive in China. After that experi-
ence we were resolute: when we got home we would be people 
who heeded Jesus’ command to welcome the stranger. 

Three-and-a-half years ago the Holy Spirit led us to plant a 
church called “Tree of Life” in our multi-ethnic neighborhood 
in South Bend, Indiana. For the last 20 years, our neighbor-
hood has been the refugee resettlement area in South Bend. 
Our neighbors originate from Africa, the Middle East, East 
Asia, and Latin America. Many come from Muslim back-
grounds. As we prayed about this reality, the Lord showed 
us that our call was not simply to evangelize an American 

neighborhood, but to extend the welcome of Christ to the im-
migrants and refugees among us. 

We started by simply inviting all these different peoples into 
our fellowship at Tree of Life. We had several Liberian refugees 
join our church and were thrilled to have a few Muslim wom-
en attend an Alpha Course we held in an apartment complex. 
As we walked with these dear people, we began to learn about 
the many heartaches and obstacles they were facing.

One young Liberian man in our church revealed that one of 
his sisters had been left behind, and without citizenship his 
family was unable to successfully petition for her to join them. 
So began a long process of reading government documents 
and making phone calls to a strange, but surprisingly friendly 
organization called USCIS. Finally, our brother became a US 
Citizen, and was able to petition for his sister to unite with her 
family in America.

About 18 months into our ministry, I received an email 
from the Anglican Church in North America saying that 
the Anglican Immigrant Initiative wanted to start a series of 
immigration legal aid clinics around the US and Canada as a 
way of showing the welcome of Christ to the many strangers 
among us, and building congregations for the over 40 million 
immigrants living in our country. As I read those words and 
considered both God’s call on my life and the neighborhood 
where God called us, I wanted to know more.
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WELCOMING

THE STRANGER

ANGLICAN IMMIGRANT 
INITIATIVE 

By the Rev. Heather Ghormley

So began our church’s journey to opening the fi rst ever church-
based immigration legal aid clinic in the Anglican Church 
in North America (several more are now underway!). As it 
turns out, the Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) of the US 
Government has a program that authorizes equipped churches 
and non-profi ts to administer immigration legal aid to low-
income clients. As anyone who watches the news is aware, 
immigration ministry is in dire need throughout the world. As 
politicians seek a solution, the main victims are often well-
meaning immigrants and refugees who wish to live, work, and 
be united with their families legally, but cannot understand the 
complexities of our immigration system or afford the repre-
sentation they need. Opening a low-cost immigration legal aid 
center is an amazing way not only to give a cup of cold water 
to the thirsty strangers among us, but also to build deep and 
lasting relationships with immigrants. 

Since opening in March of this year, we have helped over 40 
people from more than a dozen countries. Each person comes 
with a unique story and set of circumstances, but all of them 
share a common desire: to belong. When they encounter the 
warmth and enthusiasm at our church, many are often quite 
taken aback. One woman actually said to me, “Up until now, 

I thought most Americans just 
wished I wasn’t here, what makes 
you so different?” The answer: 
“When we were strangers, Jesus 
welcomed us. Now we welcome 
you.” Several of our clients from 
African Christian backgrounds 
have visited our church, and a 
few clients from other religions have come to ask for prayer 
and pastoral counseling. We are thrilled to see how the Holy 
Spirit continues to use this practical ministry to make a way 
for immigrants not only as American residents, but also mem-
bers of the Kingdom of God. 

If you or your church are interested in learning more about 
starting an immigration legal aid clinic, please feel free to con-
tact me at Tree of Life Anglican Church in South Bend or visit 
the Anglican Immigrant Initiative’s website: 
www.anglicanimmigrantinitiative.com. 
Tree of Life also covets your prayers as we continue this minis-
try. Please pray with us that the Lord will provide for the work 
He has called into being. 

www.anglicanimmigrantinitiative.com
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UGANDA – 07 / 2015

MOSCOW – 08 / 2015

LONDON – 04 / 2015

KENYA – 09 / 2015
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“This has been a busy 
time in the life of our 
Province. God continues to 
pour out His favor upon the 
Anglican Church in North 
America, and the last eight 
months have taken me from London 
and Uganda, to Moscow, Kenya, 
and Cairo. Please continue to pray for 
the Church in this season of renewal! ”  

GLOBAL FELLOWSHIP:

ARCHBISHOP FOLEY BEACH
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You are an artist who gathers other artists. The Behold the 
Lamb tour and the Rabbit Room are both unique collabora-
tive projects. What lessons have you learned about bringing 
people together? What has worked and what are some 
mistakes that you’ve made, that others could learn from?

Art seems to work best in community. Over the years in 
Nashville, it’s become clear to me that there’s a symbiotic rela-
tionship at work, which is to say that art made in community 
seems to feed those relationships, and those relationships in 
turn shape the nature (and perhaps the quality) of the work. I 
don’t mean that songwriters or novelists or painters sit around 
living this dreamy, storybook life together; in fact, I sometimes 
feel like I never see my friends. We’re all really busy these 
days, which is mostly good. What I mean is that while we’re 
whittling away at a song or a story, it’s easy to get discouraged, 
easy to fi nd reasons to quit. I think that’s exactly what the 
Enemy wants us to do. So I jump at every chance I get to lock 
arms with other writers or performers, to remind and to be 
reminded that our gifts are valuable in the Kingdom of God. 
For whatever reason, probably because I’m afraid of being 

alone, I get excited about projects that are team efforts. I like 
seeing what happens when this author meets this painter meets 
this songwriter. I like seeing a friendship born, and it thrills me 
to see new light-bearing works of art come into the world as a 
result of those friendships.

What advice would you give to young artists who are just 
starting out? 

I would suggest that they seek counsel from older and wiser 
people in their lives, believers who they trust. Michael Card 
once said that your community defi nes your calling. Part of 
what I think he means is that I’m not necessarily the best judge 
of my gifting; I’m standing too close to the painting to see 
what it is. We need other people to help us discern our voca-
tion – and I think it’s time the church reclaimed that word. 
I’m at a place in my music career – twenty years now – where 
I’m pretty tired of the travel, tired of the way my heart can 
get beat up on a tour or during a record release. Sometimes 
when I’m walking through the airport with my guitar I fi nd 
myself wondering what in the world I’m doing. I just want to 

Andrew Peterson is an 
award-winning musician and 
author, as well as a member 
of Church of the Redeemer 
Anglican in Nashville, Tennes-
see. In addition to a success-
ful solo career, Andrew pulls 
together a variety of musicians 
each year for a collaborative 
Advent tour, called “Behold the 
Lamb.” Recently the Rev. Canon Andrew 
Gross had the opportunity to ask Andrew 
some questions about faith, art, and friendship. 

faith, art, and 
friendship

Andrew PetersonContents

go home. Then I remember that twenty years ago I asked God 
for this. Good people in my life affi rmed my calling, and I felt 
with as much certainty as a 19-year-old kid can feel that God 
had given me a certain gift, and I wanted to give it back to 
Him for the building of the Kingdom. When I remember that 
this isn’t just a job, but a calling, I fi nd the stamina to keep at 
it. My compass recalibrates. Once again, community is crucial. 
Back to the original question: I’d tell the young artist to fi nd 
mentors to help him/her to determine if this is a calling or not, 
and to be prepared to work hard.

Your vocation takes you on the road more than many. 
How do you balance work, travel, and family life?

I don’t know. I’m always asking that question. Jamie, my wife 
of twenty years, has been a tremendous encouragement along 
the way. She toured with me for the fi rst fi ve years or so, which 
taught her early on that traveling for music – while it can be 
wonderful – is hard work. I don’t want to make it sound like 
this life is all toil and trouble. It really is an amazing job in so 
many ways. But Jamie and the kids know that as much as I 
enjoy it, I’d always, always rather be home. It’s important that 
they know that work is never an escape. 

How would you describe Rich Mullins’ infl uence on you as 
an artist? 

I could write a book about this (and one day I might do just 
that), so I’ll have to work to keep this short. Rich’s music 
helped me to believe that God loves me. It helped me to 
believe that God is a person – a knowable person with whom 
I can have a friendship. That might sound weird, but the fi rst 
time I saw Rich in concert I remember being struck by the 
feeling that the God he was talking about was someone he ac-
tually knew, not in a distant, theoretical way, but an intimate, 
conversational way. I remember Rich saying once that it didn’t 
do to argue with God because God would always win. “He’s 
like the kid who bloodies your nose and then gives you a ride 
home on his bike.” How could you say that about God unless 
you were friends with him? Before Rich, I don’t think I’d ever 
thought of God that way, nor had I really believed that Jesus 
actually loved me. It was (and is) easy for me to believe that 
he’s disappointed in me. But Jesus’ affection, the affection Rich 
seemed to have experienced, was a revelation. Add to that the 
fact that Rich was a true poet, that he loved the Bible, and that 
he was willing to sing about his loneliness, his confusion, his 
sin. He helped me to believe that I wasn’t alone. I’ll cut myself 
off there or I’ll keep going for days.

In addition to the Bible, what book(s) have most infl uenced 
your spiritual life and why?

There are quite a few books that seemed to fi nd me at the right 
time. I’ll start with the obvious. I read The Lion, the Witch, and 

the Wardrobe when I was a kid, and 
I sort of loved the old animated ver-
sion. (I have to say this: the Aslan in 
that version blew Liam Neeson’s out 
of the water.) When I read it again to 
my children I bawled my eyes out. I 
think the Narnia books are best experi-
enced not as a child, but as a parent reading 
to a child. Like I said about Rich Mullins, C. 
S. Lewis seemed to actually know Jesus, and I’m 
always hungry to believe that that’s possible. The Great 
Divorce, Till We Have Faces, That Hideous Strength, and others 
seemed to arrive exactly when I needed them, too.

Later, after reading quote after quote about Frederick Buech-
ner (as well as his appearance in Irving’s A Prayer for Owen 
Meany), I fi nally decided to read one of his books (The Eyes 
of the Heart), and it was profoundly comforting. Buechner 
helped me to see that there was such a thing as “faithful doubt-
ing,” to borrow a phrase from Fr. Thomas Mackenzie (rec-
tor of Church of the Redeemer, Nashville, TN). It’s not that 
doubt is an ideal state, but that doubt is inevitable. His New 
England frankness about what troubles him about Christian-
ity was fairly scandalous to me when I fi rst read his stuff, but 
the fact that even with his questions, his discomfort with the 
trappings of Christianity as I knew it, he still found himself 
unable to deny the fact that the Gospel was true, that our lives 
are illuminated (and not darkened) by a great Mystery – whose 
name, it turns out, is Jesus.

Walt Wangerin’s The Book of the Dun Cow and Ragman were 
like thunderclaps. Wangerin’s voice is like no other’s, vulnera-
ble and wise and passionate, and his readiness to paint himself 
the fool in his own memoirs is humbling. Too few pastors are 
willing to admit their own weakness.

N. T. Wright’s Surprised by Hope was a big one for me, too. 
Having grown up in a church that didn’t talk much about the 
New Creation, reading that book was a long series of happy 
sighs and affi rmations of things I wanted to be true without 
even knowing it. Three cheers for Tom Wright. I hope the 
whole church reads that one. 

I keep thinking of other books. Madeline L’Engle’s Walking 
on Water shaped my understanding of my role as a Christian 
in the arts. Marilynne Robinson’s Gilead found me at a time 
when I needed to understand my preacher father better. Then 
of course came Wendell Berry. I read Jayber Crow fi rst, and it’s 
the main reason we moved to the Warren, our little patch of 
land near Nashville. His poetry and fi ction help me to take a 
long view of my faith and my life, reminding me of Eugene 
Peterson’s A Long Obedience in the Same Direction. Then there’s 
Tolkien, and George MacDonald, and Chesterton, and Dil-
lard, and – once again, I need to cut myself off. 
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The English word “liturgy” is a rendering of the Greek word 
“leitourgos” which can mean “a work done by the people” and 
alternatively “a work done on behalf of the people.” Dr. Max-
well Johnson, professor of Liturgical Studies at Notre Dame, 
says, “In the New Testament, the primary use of this term is 
for Christ.” At its best, Anglican worship is a beautiful balance 
of both that which we do, and that which Christ did on our 
behalf. It is a reciprocal event.

Hopefully, you are wondering what 

fi nancial development has to do with 

“leitourgos”? I am glad you asked.

Everyone who supports the work of the Province is actually 
supporting the work of their diocese and their local congrega-
tion. We have planted hundreds of new churches as a result of 
the Provincial push to start 1,000 churches. We have an amaz-
ing catechism that is now being utilized in many congrega-
tions to equip, instruct, and build the faith of our people. We 
participate in the life of our GAFCON family as full members. 
There is much that God has done for us, and much that He is 
calling us to do.

This year, our Province has a goal to raise $542,000 for mis-
sion and projects. We currently have about 300 households 
that faithfully support the Province. In other words, the work 
of a few hundred people is creating tremendous blessing both 
in North America and beyond. As these projects take root, and 
as the Province continues to grow and mature, we’d love to see 
this number double. Would you prayerfully consider joining 
this team of folks who year after year help support the work of 
this Province?

In Christ,

The Rev. Canon Alan Hawkins
Canon for Development

Contact info:
alan.hawkins@anglicanchurch.net
724.266.9400 ext. 301

Andrew Peterson

THE BEHOLD THE LAMB TOUR DATES 2015:

DATE CITY, STATE

12 / 02 / 15  Evansville, IN

12 / 03 / 15  Knoxville, TN

12 / 04 / 15  Durham, NC

12 / 05 / 15  Richmond, VA

12 / 06 / 15 Birmingham, AL

12 / 10 / 15  Charlotte, NC

12 / 11 / 15  Maitland, FL

12 / 13 / 15  Nashville, TN

12 / 14 / 15  Nashville, TN

12 / 16 / 15  Clinton, MS

12 / 17 / 15  Longview, TX

12 / 18 / 15  League City, TX

12 / 19 / 15  Yukon, OK

Leitourgos

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE  from The Rev. Canon Alan J. Hawkins

g
A WORK 
DONE ON BEHALF 
OF THE PEOPLE

How did you fi nd your way to an Anglican church? 
What do you appreciate about Anglicanism?

I grew up in a non-denominational Christian church that was 
very Bible-focused, which was good, but was unintentionally 
legalistic, which was not so good. Years later, when my wife 
and I entered into a very diffi cult season in our marriage we 
felt lost and broken and disconnected from the church, so in 
desperation we chose to attend the church many of our close 
friends attended even though it was outside of our tradition. 
It was Presbyterian (PCA) and the theology was robust and 
relentlessly focused on God’s grace, which was exactly what we 
needed at the time, in light of our great need to be convinced 
of God’s love. It was as if my years as a legalist had primed me 
for the theology of grace and loving kindness that our wonder-
ful pastor preached every Sunday. 

After eight years of growth at that church I began to miss 
weekly communion. I’m no mathematician, but I know that 
if a church offers communion once a month, that means you 
get it twelve times a year. If you’re a traveling musician you 
might be gone on many of those fi rst Sundays of the month, 
which means I might experience this central form of Christian 
worship three or four times a year. That felt wrong to me. A 
mentor of mine gave me Desiring the Kingdom by James K. 
Smith, in which he talks about the way beauty and liturgy cali-
brate our desires, re-aim our hearts because our brokenness has 
ruined our ability to love the right things in the right ways. It 
was as if my years in that wonderful PCA church had primed 
me for liturgy, for something more than just a good sermon. 

At fi rst I attended Church of the Redeemer because of the 
communion service. I ached for that mystery every Sunday. 
Now it’s the whole of the liturgy, including the church calen-
dar, the richness of the words, the centrality of the Gospel to 
the service, the story that’s enacted every Sunday, the fact that 
I can’t get out of there without reckoning with the cross, with 
God’s forgiveness, with the feeling that I’m a part of a story 
that God is telling. I can’t speak for Anglicanism as a whole, 
but Church of the Redeemer and St. Mary of Bethany Parish 
(both in Nashville), are wonderful, Christ-centered churches 
through which God has blessed me and my family. 

Find out more about Andrew Peterson at:  
www.andrew-peterson.com

Read about another one of Andrew’s 
collaborative projects at:  
www.rabbitroom.com

www.andrew-peterson.com
www.rabbitroom.com
www.anglicanchurch.net/?/donate
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The Anglican Church’s Ministry Among Jewish People is the 
oldest gospel ministry to the Jewish people in the world. 
Founded in 1809 with William Wilberforce in a key leadership 
role and the Clapham Sect providing credibility, the London 
Society for Promoting Christianity Amongst the Jews (LSCJ) 
established chapters in all the Jewish population centers in 
Great Britain. From their missionary training center, workers 
were sent to the great Jewish population centers of Europe, the 
Middle East, and North Africa over the next decades. Later, 
the name was changed to (and remains) The Church’s Ministry 
Among Jewish People (CMJ).

In those early days, CMJ’s calling was to be a witness to Jewish 
people everywhere, but especially to reignite a witness to the 
Jewish population of what was then the Ottoman territory of 
Palestine. CMJ established their work there in 1833, followed 
in 1841 by planting Christ Church Jerusalem, an Anglican 
congregation that continues its witness inside Jerusalem’s Old 
City to this day. 

Now a mission society of the Anglican Church (worldwide), 
and a ministry partner of the Anglican Church in North 
America, CMJ USA works in Canada and the USA, where it is 

well placed to share the good news of Jesus the Jewish Messiah 
with the 45% of the world’s Jewish population who reside in 
North America. 

Today, CMJ operates branches in seven countries around the 
world, each refl ecting a three-fold emphasis that has been at 
the core of CMJ’s identity for decades. 

EVANGELISM
... sharing the gospel with Jewish people – with respect and 
sensitivity. 

EDUCATION
... teaching – wherever we are invited, making disciples of 
Messiah Jesus with increased understanding of the Jewish roots 
of their faith. 

ENCOURAGEMENT
... advocating for Jewish believers in Jesus – helping them fi nd 
their place in the Church and their Jewish world. When Jewish 
people come to faith they do not cease to be Jewish.

THE 
GREATEST 
(ANGLICAN) 
STORY 
NEVER 
TOLD

Jewish Roots Teaching for Holy Week at Christ Church, Moline

Passover Dinner (Seder) at Winchester Anglican

Street Evangelism to Budapest, Hungary

Teaching Jewish Roots with the Ancient Hebrew Scroll Project

Holy Trinity Anglican, Seattle, WA, Passover Dinner (Seder)
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CMJ NORTH AMERICA 
CMJ in North America lives out the same three-fold ministry. 
Our calling is to equip the church. We visit parishes that desire 
to know better their Jewish roots. We equip local parishes to 
share Messiah Jesus with their Jewish friends and neighbors. 
We are especially committed to Anglican parishes that are 
located in or near Jewish neighborhoods and desire more effec-
tive outreach. We have outreach partnerships with congrega-
tions in fi ve cities, and plans are underway to add another four. 
If your congregation is in a Jewish neighborhood, this may be 
a calling for you.

CMJ ISRAEL
CMJ Israel maintains its Anglican witness in Jerusalem and 
throughout Israel, with 145 staff members working in ten 
ministries, including several schools, guest houses and Shoresh 
study tours. At least 20,000 Israelis (both Jew and Arab) visit 
the CMJ compound in the Old City each year with remark-
able curiosity. It is our sacred privilege to tell them about 
Yeshua the Jewish Messiah, and invest in the spiritual rebirth 
of Jewish people.

To learn more about CMJ and how you can 
share its mission, contact:

USA: The Rev. Canon Daryl Fenton, CMJ-USA, 
P.O. Box 443, Ambridge, PA 15003; Info@cmj-usa.org

Canada: The Rev. Sharon Hayton, CMJ-Canada, #28-300 Six 
Mile Road, Victoria, BC V9B 5Y3; cmjcanada7@gmail.com
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Mrs. Astor Lam is the coordinator of Taste of Life Fellow-
ship. The fellowship began in 2009 based in the Richmond-
area on the outskirts of Vancouver. Richmond is predomi-
nately made up of Chinese immigrants, many of whom do 
not yet speak English, and many who work full-time in the 
restaurant industry. 

Gambling and drinking are growing problems in the Rich-
mond community. Taste of Life Fellowship has responded by 
holding special monthly gatherings that focus on the needs of 
families so that they can hear the Good News of Christ and be 
encouraged in God’s love and care for them. Like Eric, many 
are coming to Christ, being baptized and confi rmed, and 
growing in their new Christian faith.

The fellowship is innovative in how it reaches out to its mem-
bers. “For all the members of the fellowship,” said Mrs. Lam, 
“we encourage them to read the Bible by having daily Bible 
Trivia. Questions are introduced every morning through an 
online group chat and all the members can play and respond 
throughout the day.”

“During the beginning of this year as certain members’ rela-
tionship with God became more mature,” said Mrs. Lam, “two 

discipleship training and formation groups were introduced. 
After they had fi nished the eight classes, two social networks 
were created as a follow-up for those who participated in the 
course.” Mrs. Lam continues to provide guidance and mentor-
ship for those groups.

Taste of Life Fellowship is part of a network of ministries 
reaching the immigrants of Canada. Asian and Multicultural 
Ministries in Canada (AMMiC) is a ministry of the Anglican 
Network in Canada, a diocese in the Anglican Church in North 
America. The Rt. Rev. Stephen Leung is the bishop overseeing 
AMMiC. He is also rector of Good Shepherd Anglican Church 
in Vancouver, where Taste of Life Fellowship began. 

Noting the fast-changing demographics in North America, 
Bishop Leung feels a growing sense of urgency. Visible minori-
ties are now almost 20% of Canada’s population and he admits 
it can feel overwhelming at times since the need is so great. 

“Just as Jesus focused on the marginalized in His ministry, so 
we seek to serve immigrants in our communities,” said Bishop 
Leung. “May God give us hearts for the ‘stranger’ in our midst 
and a growing vision for working together across the Anglican 
Church in North America to reach ethnic communities.” 

Mrs. Astor Lam teaching from the Scriptures
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ofLife
A TASTE 

His name is Eric. He is an immigrant 
from China working in Vancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia. He is also a top chef who 
is well aware of how the stress of long 
hours and work pressures can agitate 
the short fuse of one’s temper. 

Eric is like many immigrants in the restaurant industry who 
work long hours to piece together a living for their families. 
Their work-shifts often stretch late into the evening, and 
sometimes preclude them from attending church on 
Sunday mornings. 

Eric and his family eventually became drawn to a Cantonese-
speaking Christian community of restaurant workers called 
Taste of Life Fellowship, an outreach of the Anglican Church 
of the Good Shepherd, a congregation in the Anglican Net-
work in Canada (ANiC).

Taste of Life Fellowship meets weekly on Tuesday nights. 
Because of the challenge of the work-shift hours and demands 
on the restaurant workers, the fellowship holds services, Bible 
Studies, and community suppers after the evening shifts end, 
sometimes as late as 11:30 p.m. In addition, they sponsor 
Monday afternoon ping pong gatherings each week where 
newcomers are invited to come, meet new friends, and enjoy 
an afternoon of fun and fellowship. 

Through the ministry and care of the community of Taste of 
Life Fellowship, Eric gave his life to Christ. Seventy people 
gathered for Eric’s baptism and, as this top chef with a short 
temper stood to be baptized, he apologized publicly to his 
wife and son for his angry outbursts. It is exceptionally rare 
in Chinese culture to hear a father humble himself in public 
and ask for his own son’s forgiveness, but Eric’s life had been 
transformed through the amazing work of the Gospel.
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By Rev. Canon Dr. Winfield Bevins 

With over 337 languages, the United States has become 
one of the most multicultural and multilingual nations on 
earth. To meet the challenge, the Anglican Church in North 
America has embraced a broad range of individuals who 
are carrying out the church planting mission. Through this 
diversity, one can see that one size does not fit all and one 
model cannot win all. Embracing diversity is the only way to 
reach our communities for Christ. 

Multicultural Church Planting in 
the Carolinas

The Rev. Joshua Gilliam is a wonderful example of the 
growing diversity and mission in the Anglican Church in 
North America. In Concord, North Carolina, the Lord is us-
ing Fr. Joshua to plant two very different Anglican churches. 

Joshua is originally from Kannapolis, North Carolina and 
learned to speak Spanish at Queens University in Char-
lotte. He met his wife Nelva, who is from Mexico, and to-
gether they have four children. Together Joshua and Nelva 
began to dream about planting a church that would reach 
the Hispanic community. 

In 2003, after holding their initial meetings in a  
house, they planted a Hispanic congregation 
called La Mission, in Concord, North Carolina. 
After moving between several worship spaces, 
the Lord opened the doors for them to meet 
at Kerr Street United Methodist in Concord. 
Kerr Street UMC was an older church that, 
seeing the community change around them 
with the influx of Hispanic migrant workers, 
chose to open their doors to allow other 
expressions of the church that would  
reach the community. 

Uniquely, there are now three 
congregations that meet at 
Kerr Street UMC: La Mission, the 
Methodist congregation, and an 
African American congregation. God 
has brought these three together to share 
this worship space and do mission together. 

Recently Joshua felt called to start a liturgical and sacra-
mental English congregation, and on Easter of 2015, his 
team planted Resurrection Anglican Church in Concord. 
This time, another UMC church – Mt. Carmel United Meth-
odist Church – was available and opened their doors for 
Resurrection Anglican Church to meet on Sunday mornings 
at 11am. In the few months since their inception, they have 
grown to about 40 people. 

Joshua attributes all of their success to God’s grace, “God 
has done it all. He prepared me and called me to this 
area. He sent the people who are hungry for an evangeli-
cal and sacramental expression of the faith that the Angli-
can Church in North America has to offer. His finger prints 
are all over everything we do.” 

A Diocesan Vision for Church 
Planting 

Fr. Joshua recently became a priest in the Diocese of the 
Carolinas. The diocese has helped plant nearly ten church-
es in the past two years, and, gives the majority of its annual 
budget to church planting. In the words of Bishop Steve 
Wood, “we have put our resources behind the vision, and so 
a substantial portion of our budget is earmarked for mission 
and church planting. Resources and structures should be 
designed to facilitate mission and church planting.” 

Likewise, the diocese is set up to help 
coach and support the church planters. 
There is a regional lead team that helps 
support the work of church planting across 

the Carolinas by coaching church plant-
ers. Gary Ball, who recently planted 

Redeemer Anglican Church in 
Ashville, North Carolina com-

mented that “church planting 
can be lonely and discourag-
ing. It’s so helpful to have 
someone to walk alongside 
us.” Mentoring and coaching 
is vital to the vision for church 
planting in the Diocese of the 

Carolinas.

Get Involved with Church Planting

The call to plant new churches is bigger than any one 
diocese, church, or individual. Everyone has a part to play. 
It will take us all working together to make this God-sized 
dream a reality. We can do it if we 
all share in the responsibility 
of impacting our nation for 
Christ through planting 
new churches. Contact 
your diocese for more 
information about 
church planting in 
your region. 

One Size  
Doesn’t Fit All:
Multicultural Church Planting in the Carolinas

The Rev. Dr. Winfield Bevins  
is the Director of Asbury Seminary’s 
Church Planting Initiative and Canon  
for Church Planting for the Diocese of the 
Carolinas. He is the author of several books, including 
Our Common Prayer: A Field Guide to the Book of  
Common Prayer.

The Rev. Joshua Gilliam  
with his wife Nelva
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or longer. A few folks who have started attending shared the 
fears that accompany going to a church for the fi rst time: not 
knowing when to stand up, or the words to the songs, or the 
“secret handshake” and its accompanying dialogue. We’ve tried 
to be aware of the challenge facing the de-churched and un-
churched as they enter a worship service on a Sunday morning.

One of the ways that we sought to do this was in how we took 
up our collection. After an offertory sentence, the music team 
leads us in a hymn, those who’ve baked the unleavened bread 
bring their “offering” forward to be used as the Eucharistic 
meal, and the ushers pass around woven baskets for members 
to give their monetary gifts. However, before the fi rst Offer-
tory note is struck, we often give newcomers an out: “If you 
are visiting, don’t feel obligated to give. But if you do decide 
to give, know that every week, any “loose offering” – cash or 
coins – will go to the Anglican Relief and Development Fund 
(ARDF). ARDF provides relief in disaster areas and resource 
development projects in some of the poorest locations around 
the globe. Any ‘fi vers’ or ‘Andrew Jacksons’ you give today will 
go out of this church and provide for some of the most under-
served people in the world.”

One of the most common critiques of the Church by outsid-
ers is that we are only concerned about their money. I’ve had 
friends share that they feel like every time they do go to church 
the leaders are always talking about money. It’s a turnoff for 
many who are on the fringes of Christianity. To be able to let a 
skeptical visitor know that if they do choose to give, all of their 
offering will go to ARDF, has been a win-win for us. We have 
made it possible for newcomers to give toward the sort of work 
that even the most skeptical are glad to support. 

At the same time it has enabled us to back 
up our talk of being externally focused and 
mission minded, while it helped us hit our 
outreach goal of giving 20% of income. 

In other words, committing our loose 
offering to ARDF has been good in 
every way. 

In 2013, Christ Church Vienna moved over to a nearby high 
school and its larger auditorium. Many of us miss the pon-
tifi cating vegetables and milk cartons on the wall, but our 
church’s values haven’t changed; we want to be an externally 
focused church where the gospel is heard and the gospel goes 
forth. A “fi ver” here and an “Andrew Jackson” there can add 
up to a lot of dough for those in greatest need, and it may 
even serve to break down the cynical wall of the most 
skeptical outsiders.

By The Rev. Johnny Kurcina

In the fall of 2011, Christ Church Vienna, Virginia began 
meeting in an elementary school “cafetorium” (a combination 
cafeteria and auditorium not uncommon to American elemen-
tary school architecture). A cafetorium is the sort of place 
where doing church is likely to look a little different. It felt 
odd at fi rst to be singing of God’s “Amazing Grace” or contem-
plating the implications of Jesus’ confrontation with religious 
leaders when cartoon carrots and apples are offering their own 
messages all over the walls. However, it was also fi tting for our 
expression of faithful Christianity. 

Christ Church Vienna is an Anglican church plant that 
celebrates weekly communion, using an order of worship that 
dates back to the fi rst century and prayers that are hundreds 

of years old. We are also a missional church located in the 21st 
century Washington D.C. area where those outside the church 
are incredibly successful, highly educated, and very skeptical 
of both Christianity and churches. We’ve regularly looked for 
ways to bridge the gap between the timeless Christian mes-
sage and the post-modern cultural mindset; to break down 
the walls between the secular and the sacred, and to bring the 
gospel into the places people occupy day in and day out. In 
that sense, celebrating Word and Sacrament in a local elemen-
tary school cafetorium served well.

Before we launched our church, we codifi ed our vision and 
values, including our commitment to be “externally focused.” 
As an externally focused church we are concerned for those 
who have left the church or never entered one. We want 
to be aware of the person who may walk in the doors on a 
Sunday morning, and who hasn’t been in a church in decades 

The Rev. Johnny Kurcina
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HOW A VIRGINIAN CHURCH INVITES SKEPTICS TO GIVE

Supporting ARDF overseas ministry
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Visit him on Facebook: 
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