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DETAILED HISTORY 
Formerly known as
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

“Forgetting what lies behind we press on to what lies ahead “

Little did we know that this theme, which literally hung in the form of a banner over our Rectors office, 
would intertwine throughout our history as a church body.

Early Days
St. Luke’s Ministries had its beginnings in September 1964 as an Episcopal mission church in Bath, Ohio 
primarily supported by St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Akron, Ohio  The first Sunday worship service was 
held at the Bath Township Hall with 76 people in attendance.  The mission church outgrew that facility 
within a few months and moved its worship service to the auditorium in the nearby Bath Elementary 
School.  St. Paul’s provided spiritual and financial oversight to lead the mission until September 1965 
when The Reverend Arthur Reed VanDeventer accepted the bishop’s call to lead the mission church as 
its first vicar.

As the church grew to about 250 members, St. Luke’s Mission purchased the Old Ghent Church (aka The 
Little Blue Church) which had a house on the property that eventually became the vicarage.  St. Luke’s 
Mission held their first worship service in “The Little Blue Church” in August 1967 with much celebration.  
After considerable paint and polish, the building and grounds were dedicated to the LORD on January 7, 
1968.   That weekend was a time of re-dedication of the congregation to the LORD who had called them 
together for that time.  

Reverend Charles Irish Stirs Things Up!
In December of that same year, the Rev. VanDeventer resigned his vicar position and a search to secure a 
new rector began.  The Rev. Charles Irish accepted the invitation to become the second vicar of St Luke’s 
mission church in September 1969.  The mission church later became a parish in the summer of 1974.

In his first year at St. Luke’s, Fr. Irish came in and took charge.  His outward assessment of the congregation 
was that “the church had new vigor”.   However, as he wrote in his booklet “Does It Bear Fruit”, he “was 
among a people who needed a life-changing God, and [he] didn’t know where a life-changing God was.”

The following year a couple, from another denomination followed the urging of God. They came to the 
church office to discuss the spirit-filled life with Fr. Irish. Ironically, this meeting occurred at the same time 
that Fr. Irish was contemplating leaving not only St. Luke’s, but the priesthood as well.  This visit resulted 
in Fr. Irish accepting Jesus as his Lord and Savior, and being filled with the Holy Spirit.  That meeting 
forever altered the trajectory of his life and the life of St. Luke’s.

During Fr. Irish’s 17-year tenure as rector, St. Luke’s became a thriving body of believers as existing 
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members discovered empowerment of God through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  St. Luke’s sponsored 
many healing and charismatic conferences with influential leaders and speakers such as Fr. Philip Zampino, 
Francis & Judith MacNutt, and Leanne Payne. The youth ministry sponsored annual youth conferences in 
addition to monthly youth gatherings called Saturday Night Alive.  Teams of clergy and parishioners were 
sent out to hold weekend conferences in churches throughout the country and internationally to teach 
about the spirit-filled life.  

One of the key things emphasized during this time was the empowerment of lay leadership to minister 
alongside ordained clergy. In the areas of spiritual counseling, prayer teams during Sunday worship, and 
house church leadership.  Many lives, young and old, were changed as they entered into the Kingdom 
of God through the power of the Holy Spirit.  People were encountering Jesus, experiencing physical, 
spiritual and emotional healing, and being equipped to participate in kingdom work.

As the attendance and membership continued to grow, the leadership sensed that the LORD was calling 
St. Luke’s to plant additional churches in and around the Akron area.  St. Luke’s supported a new mission 
church in Brunswick,  as well as directly planting churches in East Akron and Sharon Center in Medina 
County. In East Akron The Church of the Holy Spirit became a vibrant inner city congregation.  The Church 
of the Resurrection In Sharon Center did not fare as well and was eventually  disbanded. 

One event in July 1982 evidenced the heart and soul of St. Luke’s.  By this time, The Little Blue Church 
could not contain the increasing congregation, even though a new sanctuary had been constructed in 
1981.  By the time it was completed, the new sanctuary was filled to capacity.  The Little Blue Church was 
not equipped to house St. Luke’s any longer; however, there remained a mortgage on the building.  The 
Vestry decided to hold a two-day auction and tag sale with the hope that the existing mortgage could be 
retired with the proceeds, so the congregation was asked to sacrificially give of their possessions.  The 
response was overwhelming.  Some of the sacrificed items were jewelry (including wedding rings), stereo 
equipment, cameras, a Harley Davidson motorcycle, and various household items and clothing.  St. Luke’s 
received over $90,000 from the auction and was able to retire its mortgage in a few months.  A great 
celebration was had one Sunday morning when Fr. Irish burned the Promissory Note.

Father Irish Departs, and Father Roger Ames Advances to Rector
While still rector of St. Luke’s, Fr. Irish became director of Episcopal Renewal Ministries (ERM).  He 
conducted the affairs of the organization out of the Little Blue Church for many years.  It became evident 
that the  growing demands of ERM and the expanding size of St. Luke’s  had become too large of a 
ministry for one person to manage. As a result, Fr. Irish resigned as rector of St Luke’s and moved ERM to 
Virginia. It was with a mix of emotion that the St Luke’s congregation said good-by to Fr. Irish. The focus 
then became forward looking to the new thing the LORD would do under the leadership of Fr. Roger 
Ames, who had joined the church as an associate clergy in March 1984. Fr. Ames became  the third rector 
of St. Luke’s.  

During Fr. Ames’ leadership, St. Luke’s continued to thrive. Sunday services became a “standing room 
only” event and plans were finalized to find a new facility.  A building campaign was launched and 
property was miraculously secured on Cleveland-Massillon Road.  On May 18, 1997, Pentecost Sunday, 
Fr. Ames conducted the first worship service in the new building.  A worship procession lead through 
the Montrose area with singing, banners, and sacred dance making its way from The Little Blue Church 
to the new home of St. Luke’s on Cleveland-Massillon Road. There was a sense of excitement as both 
Congregation and Clergy looked forward with anticipation to  what the LORD would do in that new place.

The new building was filled with the life of the Spirit.  Although the Arts always had a place in the life of 



Page | 3

the renewed St. Luke’s, they found a fuller expression in the new building.  Sacred dance, banners, and 
inspired painting were regularly integrated into the worship service.  The children’s and youth ministries 
expanded, and there were plans to use the property’s additional acreage to build sports fields. 

St. Luke’s continued in the tradition of hosting conferences, such as “Catch the Fire”, in collaboration 
with Bethel Cleveland and Harvest Net.  Notable speakers included James Goll, Mickey Robinson, Mike 
Bickle, John & Carol Arnott, Bishop Sandy Millar, Francis & Judith MacNutt who were associated with 
various ministries like IHOP in Kansas City, Toronto Airport Vineyard Church, Alpha, and Morning Star 
Ministries.   Many from the congregation also visited the Toronto Airport Vineyard Church and returned 
with a greater revelation of the Holy Spirit’s work in their lives for ministry.

During this time, the leadership’s concern increased regarding the continued departure from traditional 
orthodox beliefs practiced by the Episcopal Church in the United States. Many Episcopal churches in the 
United States and Canada were declaring impaired or broken communion because of this departure.  In 
2003, St. Luke’s made the decision to leave the Episcopal Church of the United States. This decision came 
at a great price.  St Luke’s was the tip of the arrow out in front and alone.  As costly as this decision would 
prove to be, it also carried an excitement for the future. There was also a pride of sorts for standing firm 
in strong beliefs, in breaking ties and not looking back.  Soon a covering of spiritual protection was placed 
around St. Luke’s  by Bishop Frank Lyons of Bolivia.  Later, a lifeboat was extended by the Anglican Church 
in Nigeria. Following the example of St. Luke’s, several other Episcopal churches in the Cleveland area 
also broke away from the Episcopal Church.  This action eventually led to a lawsuit filed by the Episcopal 
Church USA in March 2008 against St. Luke’s and the other break-away congregations.

Father Ames Becomes Bishop of ADGL, and Father Michael Kraynak 
Becomes 4th Rector
In the midst of this controversy, the Anglican Church in North America, a new denomination in the 
Anglican tradition, was established.  Fr. Ames was installed as the first bishop of the Anglican Diocese of 
the Great Lakes in April 2011, and St. Luke’s became the diocesan pro-cathedral and it remains so today.  
Michael Kraynak, who had first come to St. Luke’s as a teenager, went on to be ordained an Anglican 
priest.  Fr. Kraynak  was installed as the fourth rector of St. Luke’s in December 2010.

The legal battle continued for several years but eventually resulted in St. Luke’s forfeiting the church 
building and other assets by court order in April 2011. The congregation vacated the building several 
months later.  As a result of the lawsuit, St. Luke’s was required to change its corporate name and the 
name “St. Luke’s Ministries” was selected by the Vestry.

A neighboring church, St. Thomas Eastern Orthodox Church, extended an arm of support and friendship 
in providing their fellowship hall to St. Luke’s for Sunday services.  The two congregations forged a 
friendship that supported each other through a financially challenging season for both churches.

St. Luke’s experienced a downward membership trend during the time of the lawsuit and the transition 
following the loss of their building and other assets.  The stress of uncertainty took its toll so that, by the 
time St. Luke’s Ministries secured another building in 2013, the size of the congregation had diminished 
significantly. Although fewer in numbers, St. Luke’s continued to see the Hand of the LORD move on their 
behalf. 

One of the most memorable evidences of the LORD’s providence was the considerable legacy gift 
bequeathed by a long-time member of St. Luke’s.  Although the church now had secured a new building, 
St. Luke’s was prevented from utilizing it because it did not meet local building code regulations.  St. Luke’s 
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just didn’t have the funds for these upgrades.  The day following a Vestry meeting, in which petition was 
made to the LORD for divine intervention, a check arrived at the church office, and the amount was more 
than enough to pay for the necessary updates.  A portion of the excess funds was tithed to the good 
people at St. Thomas Eastern Orthodox Church.  During this transition season, two churches were thus 
saved from destruction.

So, just as the St. Luke’s congregation renovated the Little Blue Church 50 years earlier, this St. Luke’s 
congregation put their hand to the task of renovating, painting, and polishing their new building located 
in Copley. The first service in the new facility was held on September 7, 2014 with grateful hearts and 
thankfulness for the LORD’s faithfulness. 

In a new neighborhood, the people of St. Luke’s set about finding ministry opportunities in the Copley 
community. The congregation has participated in the annual Copley Heritage Days celebration weekend, 
sponsored a community Easter Egg hunt in the church’s front yard, and provided a pet blessing outreach 
to the community (to which the Copley Police Department brought several horses to be prayed over). 
The youth ministry has sponsored 5th Quarter events for students from Copley High School located 
across the street from the church.

Father Kraynak Departs, and St. Luke’s Looks Forward
Though Fr. Kraynak led the congregation of St. Luke’s through some uncertain and stressful times, these 
times   were also marked by the evidence of the Hand of God and His faithful provision. Roughly three 
years after settling his congregation in their new home,  Fr. Kraynak announced that the LORD was leading 
him into another area of ministry.  The St. Luke’s family said tearful good-byes to Fr. Kraynak and his 
family  on October 15 2017.

Presently,  St. Luke’s Ministries is led and served by our Vestry and our interim pastor, the Rev. J. Jeffrey 
Smead, formerly the rector of Epiphany Anglican Fellowship in Ligonier, PA.  We are prayerfully waiting 
and watching  to see who  the LORD will provide to be our fifth rector.


