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Truly, God is loving to Israel, * 

even to those who have a clean 

heart. 

 

2. Nevertheless, my feet [] had 

almost stumbled; * my steps had 

nearly slipped. 

 

3. [] For I was envious of the 

proud * when I saw the ungodly in 

such prosperity. 

 

4. For they are in no fear of death, 

* but their bodies are healthy and 

strong. 

 

5. They come to no misfortune like 

other folk, * neither are they 

afflicted like others []. 

 

6. Therefore, they wear pride as a 

necklace, * and they wrap 

themselves with violence as with a 

garment. 

 

7. Their eyes swell with greed, 

*and their hearts overflow with 

wicked thoughts. 

 

8. Their talking is malice and 

mockery; * they have proud looks, 

and tyrannous words are on their 

lips. 

TRULY God is loving unto Israel : 

even unto such as are of a clean 

heart. 

 

2. Nevertheless, my feet were 

almost gone : my treadings had 

well-nigh slipt. 

 

3. And why? I was grieved at the 

wicked : I do also see the ungodly 

in such prosperity. 

 

4. For they are in no peril of death 

: but are lusty and strong. 

 

 

5. They come in no misfortune like 

other folk : neither are they 

plagued like other men. 

 

6. And this is the cause that they 

are so holden with pride : and 

overwhelmed with cruelty. 

 

 

7. Their eyes swell with fatness : 

and they do even what they lust. 

 

 

8. They corrupt other, and speak of 

wicked blasphemy : their talking is 

against the most High. 

 

1. Surely God is loving unto the 

upright: yea God is loving unto 

such as are of a clean heart.  

 

2. Nevertheless my feet were 

almost gone: and my steps had 

well—nigh slipt.  

 

3. For I was envious of the 

boastful: when I saw the ungodly 

in such prosperity’.  

 

4. For they suffer no pain or 

torment: but their bodies are lusty 

and strong. 

 

5. They come to no misfortune like 

other folk: neither are they plagued 

like other men.  

 

6. Therefore they put on pride as a 

necklace: and clothe themselves 

with violence as with a garment,  

 

 

7. Their eyes swell with fatness: 

and their heart overfloweth with 

mischief.  

 

8. Their talking is malice and 

mockery: they have proud looks, 

and tyrannous words are on their 

lips. 

1 Truly, God is good to Israel, * to 

those who are pure in heart. 

 

 

2 But as for me, my feet had 

nearly slipped; * I had almost 

tripped and fallen; 

 

3 Because I envied the proud * and 

saw the prosperity of the wicked: 

 

 

4 For they suffer no pain, * and 

their bodies are sleek and sound; 

 

 

5 In the misfortunes of others they 

have no share; * they are not 

afflicted as others are; 

 

6 Therefore they wear their pride 

like a necklace * and wrap their 

violence about them like a cloak. 

 

 

7 Their iniquity comes from gross 

minds, * and their hearts overflow 

with wicked thoughts. 

 

8 They scoff and speak 

maliciously; *  out of their 

haughtiness they plan oppression. 

 



9. For they set their mouth against 

the heavens, * and their evil 

speech spreads through the world. 

 

10. Therefore [] the people turn to 

them, * and find no fault in them. 

 

 

11[] They say, “How should God 

perceive it? * Is there knowledge 

in the Most High?” 

 

12. Behold, these are the ungodly; 

* they prosper in their ways, and 

they have riches in possession.  

 

 

13. I said, “Surely have I cleansed 

my heart in vain, * and washed my 

hands in innocence.” 

 

14. All the day long have I been 

afflicted, * and chastened every 

morning. 

 

15. Indeed, [] had I spoken like 

them, * [] then I should have 

betrayed the generation of your 

children. 

 

16. When I sought to understand 

this, * [] it was too hard for me, 

 

17. Until I went into the sanctuary 

of God; * then I understood [] their 

end. 

 

 

9. For they stretch forth their 

mouth unto the heaven : and their 

tongue goeth through the world. 

 

10. Therefore fall the people unto 

them : and thereout suck they no 

small advantage. 

 

11. Tush, say they, how should 

God perceive it : is there 

knowledge in the most High? 

 

12. Lo, these are the ungodly, 

these prosper in the world, and 

these have riches in possession : 

and I said, Then have I cleansed 

my heart in vain, and washed mine 

hands in innocency. 

 

 

 

13. All the day long have I been 

punished : and chastened every 

morning. 

 

14. Yea, and I had almost said 

even as they : but lo, then I should 

have condemned the generation of 

thy children. 

 

15. Then thought I to understand 

this : but it was too hard for me, 

 

 

16. Until I went into the sanctuary 

of God : then understood I the end 

of these men; 

 

 

9. For their slander reacheth unto 

the heavens and their evil speech 

goeth abroad in the earth.  

 

10. Therefore do the people incline 

unto them: and find in them no 

fault.  

 

11. They say ‘How shall God 

perceive it: is there knowledge in 

the Most High?’  

 

12. Lo these are the ungodly, yet 

they prosper in their ways: the 

wicked, yet they multiply their 

riches.  

 

13. Surely in vain have I cleansed 

my heart: and washed my hands in 

innocency.  

 

14. All the day long have I been 

stricken: and chastened every 

morning.  

 

15. If I had said ‘I will speak even 

as they’: then I should have 

betrayed the generation of thy 

children.  

 

16. Then thought I to understand 

this: but it was too hard for me,  

 

 

17. Until I went into the sanctuary 

of God: then understood I the end 

of these men.  

 

9 They set their mouths against the 

heavens, * and their evil speech 

runs through the world. 

 

10 And so the people turn to them 

* and find in them no fault. 

 

 

11 They say, “How should God 

know? * is there knowledge in the 

Most High?” 

 

12 So then, these are the wicked; * 

always at ease, they increase their 

wealth. 

 

13 In vain have I kept my heart 

clean, * and washed my hands in 

innocence. 

 

 

14 I have been afflicted all day 

long, * and punished every 

morning. 

 

15 Had I gone on speaking this 

way, * I should have betrayed the 

generation of your children. 

 

 

16 When I tried to  understand 

these things, * it was too hard for 

me; 

 

17 Until I entered the sanctuary of 

God * and discerned the end of the 

wicked. 

 



18. Surely, you [] set them in 

slippery places * and cast them 

down and destroy them. 

 

 

19. O how suddenly are they 

consumed; * they perish and come 

to a fearful end! 

 

20. Indeed, even like [] a dream 

when one awakes, * so shall you 

make their image to vanish out of 

the city. 

 

21. Thus my heart was grieved, * 

and I was wounded within; 

 

 

22. So foolish was I, and ignorant, 

* as if I were a beast before you. 

 

23. Nevertheless, I am always with 

you, * for you hold me by my right 

hand. 

 

24. You shall guide me with your 

counsel, * and after that receive 

me with glory. 

 

25. Whom have I in heaven but 

you? * And there is no one on 

earth whom I desire in comparison 

with you. 

 

26. Though my flesh and my heart 

fail me, * [] God is the strength of 

my heart, and my portion for ever. 

 

 

17. Namely, how thou dost set 

them in slippery places : and 

castest them down, and destroyest 

them. 

 

18. O how suddenly do they 

consume : perish, and come to a 

fearful end! 

 

19. Yea, even like as a dream 

when one awaketh : so shalt thou 

make their image to vanish out of 

the city. 

 

20. Thus my heart was grieved : 

and it went even through my reins. 

 

 

21. So foolish was I, and ignorant : 

even as it were a beast before thee. 

 

22. Nevertheless, I am alway by 

thee : for thou hast holden me by 

my right hand. 

 

23. Thou shalt guide me with thy 

counsel : and after that receive me 

with glory. 

 

24. Whom have I in heaven but 

thee : and there is none upon earth 

that I desire in comparison of thee. 

 

 

25. My flesh and my heart faileth : 

but God is the strength of my 

heart, and my portion for ever. 

 

 

18. Surely thou dost set them in 

slippery places: and castest them 

down and destroyest them.  

 

 

19. O how suddenly are they 

consumed: they perish and come 

to a fearful end;  

 

20. They are like a dream when 

one awaketh: the image thereof is 

forgotten when sleep departeth.  

 

 

21. Yet was my soul grieved with 

envy: and I was pierced even unto 

my heart;  

 

22. So foolish was I and ignorant: 

even as it were a beast before thee. 

 

23. Nevertheless I am always at 

thy side: for thou holdest me by 

my right hand. 

 

24. For thou guidest me with thy 

counsel: and leadest me along the 

path of honour.  

 

25. Whom have I in heaven but 

thee: and there is none upon earth 

that I desire in comparison of thee.  

 

 

26. Though my flesh and my heart 

fail me: God is the strength of my 

heart, and my portion forever.  

 

18 Surely, you set them in slippery 

places; * you cast them down in 

ruin. 

 

 

19 Oh, how suddenly do they 

come to destruction, * come to an 

end, and perish from terror! 

 

20 Like a dream when one 

awakens, O Lord, * when you 

arise you will make their image 

vanish. 

 

21 When my mind became 

embittered, * I was sorely 

wounded in my heart. 

 

22 I was stupid and had no 

understanding; * I was like a brute 

beast in your presence. 

 

23 Yet I am always with you; * 

you hold me by my right hand. 

 

24 You will guide me by your 

counsel, * and afterwards receive 

me with glory. 

 

25 Whom have I in heaven but 

you? * and having you I desire 

nothing upon earth. 

 

 

26 Though my flesh and my heart 

should waste away, * God is the 

strength of my heart and my 

portion for ever. 

 



27. For behold, those who forsake 

you shall perish; * you destroy all 

those who are unfaithful to you. 

 

 

28. But it is good for me to hold [] 

fast to God, to put my trust in the 

LORD God, * and to speak of all 

your works in the gates of the city 

of Zion. 

 

 

 

 

26. For lo, they that forsake thee 

shall perish : thou hast destroyed 

all them that commit fornication 

against thee. 

 

27. But it is good for me to hold 

me fast by God, to put my trust in 

the Lord God : and to speak of all 

thy works in the gates of the 

daughter of Sion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27. For lo they that forsake thee 

shall perish: thou destroyest them 

that break their troth with thee.  

 

 

28. But it is good for me to hold 

me fast by God: I have made the 

Lord God my refuge, and I will 

tell of all thy works. 

 

27 Truly, those who forsake you 

will perish; * you destroy all who 

are unfaithful. 

 

 

28 But it is good for me to be near 

God; * I have made the Lord God 

my refuge. 

 

29 I will speak of all your works * 

in the gates of the city of Zion. 

 

 

 

 

 
 


