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1The heavens declare the glory 

of God, * and the firmament 

shows his handiwork. 
 

2 One day tells another, * and 

one night gives knowledge to 

another. 
 

3 There is neither speech nor 

language; * and their voices are 

not heard. 
 

4 But their sound has gone out 

into all lands, * and their words 

to the ends of the world. 
 

5 In them he has set a tent for 

the sun; * which comes forth as 

a bridegroom out of his 

chamber, and rejoices like a 

strong man to run his course. 
 

 

6 It goes forth from the 

uttermost part of the heavens, 

and runs about to the end of it 

1.The heavens declare the glory 

of God; and the firmament 

showeth his handywork. 

 

2. One day telleth another, and 

one night certifieth another. 

 

 

3.There is neither speech nor 

language but their voices are 

heard among them. 

 

4.Their sound is gone out into 

all lands, and their words into 

the ends of the world. 

 

5.In them hath he set a 

tabernacle for the sun, which 

cometh forth as a bridegroom 

out of his chamber, and 

rejoiceth as a giant to run his 

course. 

 

6. It goeth forth from the 

uttermost part of the heaven, 

and runneth about unto the end 

1.The heavens declare the glory 

of God: and the firmament 

sheweth his handy-work. 

 

2. One day speaketh to another: 

and one night giveth 

knowledge to another. 

 

3.There is neither speech nor 

language: neither are their 

voices heard among them; 

 

4.But their sound is gone out 

into all lands: and their words 

into the ends of the world. 

 

5.In them hath he set a 

tabernacle for the sun; which 

cometh forth as a bridegroom 

out of his chamber, and 

rejoiceth as a strong man to run 

his course. 

 

6. It goeth forth from the 

uttermost part of the heaven, 

and runneth about unto the end 

1.The heavens declare the glory 

of God, * and the firmament 

shows his handiwork. 

 

2. One day tells its tale to 

another, *  and one night 

imparts knowledge to another. 

 

3.Although they have no words 

or language, * and their voices 

are not heard, 

 

4.Their sound has gone out into 

all lands, * and their message to 

the ends of the world. 

 

5.In the deep has he set a 

pavilion for the sun; * it comes 

forth like a bridegroom out of 

his chamber; it rejoices like a 

champion to run its course. 

 

 

6. It goes forth from the 

uttermost edge of the heavens 

and runs about to the end of it 



again; * and there is nothing 

hidden from its heat []. 
 

7 The law of the LORD is 

perfect, reviving the soul; * 
the testimony of the LORD is 

sure, and gives wisdom to the 

simple.1 
 
8 The statutes of the LORD are 

right, and rejoice the heart; * 

 the commandment of the 

LORD is pure, and gives light 

to the eyes. 
 
9 The fear of the LORD is 

clean, and endures forever; * 
 the judgments of the LORD 

are true and righteous 

altogether.    

 
10 More to be desired are they 

than gold, even much fine gold; 

* sweeter also than honey, than 

of it again; and there is nothing 

hid from the heat thereof. 

 

7.The law of the Lord is an 

undefiled law, converting the 

soul; the testimony of the Lord 

is sure, and giveth wisdom unto 

the simple. 

 

8.The statutes of the Lord are 

right, and rejoice the heart; the 

commandment of the Lord is 

pure, and giveth light unto the 

eyes. 

 

9.The fear of the Lord is clean, 

and endureth forever; the 

judgments of the Lord are true, 

and righteous altogether. 

 

 

10. More to be desired are they 

than gold, yea, than much fine 

gold; sweeter also than honey 

and the honeycomb. 

of it again; and there is nothing 

hid from the heat thereof. 

 

7.The law of the Lord is 

perfect, refreshing the soul; the 

testimony of the Lord is sure, 

and giveth wisdom unto the 

simple. 

 

8.The statutes of the Lord are 

right, and rejoice the heart; the 

commandment of the Lord is 

pure, and giveth light unto the 

eyes. 

 

9.The fear of the Lord is clean, 

and endureth forever; the 

judgments of the Lord are true, 

and righteous altogether. 

 

 

10. More to be desired are they 

than gold, yea than much fine 

gold; sweeter also than honey 

and the honeycomb. 

again; * nothing is hidden from 

its burning heat. 

 

7.The law of the LORD is 

perfect and revives the soul; * 

 the testimony of the LORD is 

sure and gives wisdom to the 

innocent. 

 

8.The statutes of the LORD are 

just and rejoice the heart; * 

 the commandment of the 

LORD is clear and gives light 

to the eyes. 

 

9.The fear of the LORD is 

clean and endures forever; * 

the judgments of the LORD are 

true and righteous altogether. 

 

 

10. More to be desired are they 

than gold, more than much fine 

gold, * sweeter far than honey, 

than honey in the comb. 

                                                      
1 We suggest departing from all three translations for the following reasons: a. Coverdale’s (and ’63 Psalter) simple normally carries 

the nuance of mentally deficient whereas the Hebrew  ִתי ֶּֽ ַתח  from the rootפ   carries the nuance of morally  (opening, entrance) פ 

deficient. The word is used in the book of Proverbs to describe raw youth – gullible and without commitment – lacking in moral 

acumen.You could be a genius with a high IQ and still be a  ִתי ֶּֽ  The ’79 Psalter’s innocent may convey a judicial nuance that is . פ 

completely lacking in the Hebrew.  



the drippings from the 

honeycomb.2 
 
11 Moreover by them is your 

servant taught; * and in keeping 

[] them there is great reward. 
 
 
12 Who can tell how often he 

offends? * O cleanse [] me 

from my secret faults. 
 
13 Keep your servant also from 

presumptuous sins, lest they get 

the dominion over me; * so 

shall I be undefiled, and 

innocent of  [] great offense. 
 
 
14 Let the words of my mouth 

and the meditation of my heart 

be always acceptable in your 

sight, * O LORD my rock3 and 

my redeemer. 

 

 

 

11. Moreover, by them is thy 

servant taught, and in keeping 

of them there is great reward. 

 

 

12. Who can tell how oft he 

offendeth? O cleanse thou me 

from my secret faults. 

 

13. Keep thy servant also from 

presumptuous sins, lest they get 

the dominion over me; so shall 

I be undefiled, and innocent 

from the great offence. 

 

 

14.Let the words of my mouth, 

and the meditation of my heart, 

be always acceptable in thy 

sight, O Lord, my strength and 

my redeemer.  

 

 

 

11. Moreover by them is thy 

servant taught: and in keeping 

of them there is great reward. 

 

 

12. Who can tell how oft the 

offendeth; O cleanse thou me 

from my secret faults. 

 

13. Keep thy servant also from 

presumptuous sins, lest they get 

the dominion over me. 

 

 

 

 

14.Let the words of my mouth 

and the meditation of my heart 

be acceptable in thy sight: O 

Lord my strength and my 

redeemer. 

 

 

 

11. By them also is your 

servant enlightened, * and in 

keeping them there is great 

reward. 

 

12.Who can tell how often he 

offends? * Cleanse me from my 

secret faults. 

 

13.Above all, keep your servant 

from presumptuous sins; let 

them not get dominion over 

me; * then shall I be whole and 

sounds, and innocent of a great 

offense. 

 

14.Let the words of my mouth 

and the meditation of my heart 

be acceptable in your sight, * 

O LORD, my strength and my 

redeemer. 

 

                                                      
2Drippings from the honeycomb better captures the heightened sense of contrast between the two different kinds of honey mentioned 

in the MT. 
3 We prefer rock (contra Coverdale, ’63 and ‘79 prayerbooks) finding strength to be a bit reductionistic for translating the image.  

Strength conveys one of the 

nuances of rock (צּור ) but fails to convey rock as a symbol of stability, endurance, etc. 


