
Overview of Revisions in the Approved Edition of the Catechism  

of the Anglican Church in North America (To Be A Christian) 
 

In response to provincial feedback, the Approved Edition of To Be a Christian: An Anglican Catechism published 

by Crossway contains many changes from the Working Edition released in 2014. Most of these are minor, but a 

significant number are major. This overview will delineate all types of minor changes and will describe all major 

revisions. 

Types of Minor Changes – A myriad of minor changes of various types have been made in the Approved Edition: 

 Grammatical/Linguistic – corrections to grammar, punctuation, and style. 

 Redundancy – removing unnecessary redundancies in Q&A content and Scripture references. 

 Stylistic Clarification – simplifying and/or clarifying wording for optimal pedagogical use. 

 Theological Clarification – some Answers were insufficiently precise in their theological statements. 

 Reordering Questions – some Q&As were reordered to improve flow of thought. 

 Unpacking Questions – some lengthy Answers needed to be broken into separate Q&As. 

Major Changes -- The major changes in the Approved Edition include both new content and substantial revision 

of previous content. 

 Scripture References – The Scripture reference system was entirely revised and greatly improved. The 

references now present substantial portions of Scripture from the entire biblical witness for in-depth 

Bible study. 

 The Role of Israel – throughout the Approved Edition, but especially in the Gospel and Creed sections, 

the importance of the history and role of Israel was strengthened. 

 Gospel Introduction – The introduction to the Gospel section was revised in order more clearly to 

address both unchurched and churched believers. This includes clearer direction towards baptism 

and/or confirmation as the believer’s act of commitment to Christ. 

 Final Part of Creed Section – the Sacraments subsection was moved to the end of the Creed section and 

the teaching about grace, including the grace conveyed in the Sacraments, was strengthened. 

 Lord’s Prayer Section – 

o The introduction was substantially revised in order actually to address the structure and content 

of the Lord’s Prayer, which the previous introduction did not. 

o Teaching on the nature and purpose of the Kingdom of God was significantly expanded. 

o A concluding section was added that frames a rule of prayer as part of a rule of life. 

 Decalogue Section – 

o The introduction was revised in order to include obedience to Christ and conformity to his image 

as an intrinsic goal (telos) of the Christian life. 

o Each commandment subsection was revised to teach both what God forbids of us (proscription) 

and what God desires for us (prescription). 

o Each commandment subsection was revised to teach how obedience to the commandment can 

lead to growth in virtue and likeness to Christ. 

o The Decalogue section now concludes with a subsection on justification in Christ as the 

foundation of growth in sanctification. 


