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The Task Force was organized in early 2015. Its Report to the Provincial Council in June 2015 
proved immediately useful in providing the base text for the College of Bishops’ response to the 
Obergefell decision of the U.S. Supreme Court “From the Beginning”: God’s Design for 
Marriage” (http://www.anglicanchurch.net/?/main/page/1060). Let me point out that this 
response includes a “confessional statement” on the Church’s teaching on marriage - “Bearing 
Witness to Holy Matrimony” – and a Collect and Litany for marriage that can be used 
occasionally or regularly by churches. 
 
The Task Force comprises three working groups in Theology, Pastoral and Parish Resources and 
Policies, and Legal, Canonical and Public Policy.  
 
The principal work accomplished this year has been related to the publication of the Rite of Holy 
Matrimony. The Chairman, with input from various members of the Task Force, collaborated 
regularly with the Task Force on Liturgy from October through May on this important liturgy of 
the Church. The main responsibility of our Task Force was to advise as to the theological 
meaning of marriage expressed in the Rite. In particular, we assisted in the statement of four 
purposes of marriage in the Preface, as well as matters related to the betrothal vows. The 
Chairman produced a Commentary on the new rite for the College of Bishops in January, which 
has been revised and updated for their June meeting. 
 
The Task Force also worked on a “quasi-legislative” document addressing the matters 
concerning the relationship of the Rite of Holy Matrimony to civil marriage, to the question of 
clergy officiating on behalf of the state, and of eligibility of members to be married in the 
Church. At our May 2016 meeting, we decided to continue working on this matter and report 
back to the Standing Committee and College of Bishops in January. 

Future	  Work	  
In the coming year, the Task Force will be working to produce accessible materials explaining 
the meaning of the church’s teaching and practice of Holy Matrimony, including a web resource 
of materials. 
 
The Theology group will be addressing the doctrine and discipline of divorce and remarriage, a 
theology of procreation and nurture of children and of the single life and the calling of God; and 
an evaluation of the so-called “theology of the body” (a.k.a. nuptial theology). 
 
The Parish and Pastoral Resources Working Group began in 2015 with an ambitious plan for 
discovering and distributing resources for parishes and pastors with a goal to produce position 
papers on maleness and femaleness in the image of God; on marriage and family as it impacts 
human flourishing; on the interrelated concepts of “household,” friendship, and singleness within 
God’s vision for the Church; and on the purpose of sex within human flourishing. In addition, the 
group is assembling materials on resources and practices in the realms of marriage preparation; 
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marriage revitalization; marital crisis, divorce prevention, and divorce care and recovery; 
domestic abuse; sexual addiction; sexual abuse; ministry to and with singles; and ministry to and 
with “Single Again.”  
 
The work of the team significantly slowed down in 2016, and the effort has not yet come to 
fruition. We shall be reviewing how this agenda can best assist the Church with regard to the 
new marriage rite and pastoral and catechetical materials associated with it. 
 
The Legal, Canonical and Public Policy Working Group has remained limited in membership 
and focused mainly on questions of religious freedom in the wake of the Obergefell decision. 
The Chancellor has offered a webinar to leaders and is arranging seminars with diocesan 
chancellors on how to protect the religious freedom rights of the church.  
 
As for longer term goals, the Working Group’s goals remain: 

• Legal area: to assess risk related to ongoing legal developments; to distribute legal, 
policy and practical resources to church bodies; to develop networks of leaders, 
especially diocesan chancellors; and to participate in wider Christian networks relating to 
the issues and threats of our day. 

• Canonical area: to review canons regarding marriage, divorce and remarriage; and to 
consider the need for identifying members “in good standing” of the church. 

• Public policy area: To date, this area has not been addressed. 

Conclusion	  
We continue to believe that marriage and the issues related to it are vital to the discipleship of 
Christians in the Church and are particularly important given the abandonment of the biblical 
understanding of marriage in much of North American society.  
 
We have a large roster of qualified people on our Task Force and Working Groups. It has been a 
challenge to mobilize this large contingent effectively. It would appear that the most effective 
work results from specific tasks assigned by the Church, such as the “Witnessing to Marriage” 
statement in 2015 and the draft rite of Holy Matrimony in 2016. We seek any further advice from 
the Church as to what our priorities should be. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
The Rev. Dr. Stephen Noll, Chairman  


