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College of Bishops/Provincial Council 

Vancouver, British Columbia 

June 22-26, 2015 

 

Ecumenical Relations Task Force Report 

 

Recently the phrase, “ecumenism in blood,” has begun to be used by various Christian leaders, especially 

Pope Francis. When ISIS terrorists in Syria a few months ago were asking believers about their faith with 

the purpose of killing them, one simple question was asked, “Are you a Christian?” The question was not, 

“Are you an Anglican?” “Are you Roman Catholic?” “Are you a Baptist?” and so forth. Rather the 

persecutors queried, “Are you a Christian?” The result, believers in Jesus Christ went to their deaths by 

simply answering their persecutors, “I am a Christian.” As someone has said, “There is no 

denominationalism in martyrdom.” This is only the true ecumenism in blood!  

 

The ultimate reason for a believer to give up his/her life is faith in and commitment to Jesus Christ and 

His Gospel Good News, not the idiosyncrasies that divide us. Interestingly even the non-believers realize 

that in spite of the unhappy divisions in Christendom, true believers in Christ are one. Martyrdom brings 

the Church to the oneness that she actually has, but does not always live into, except when it comes to 

dying for the faith. In this sense the question, “Are you a Christian?” perhaps more than any other 

question reflects the purpose of our ecumenical work to find our unity before the ecumenism in blood 

occurs. It is to the end that all believers might know sooner rather than later, in whom they have believed, 

and be persuaded that this relationship with Christ will be kept for the day when they stand before an all-

Holy God (2 Timothy 1:12). 

 

With the aforementioned Gospel vision for the ecumenical, much has been accomplished through the 

Anglican Church in North America in the last few months. Recently, we have had some significant 

accomplishments, in particular one new development that needs immediate adoption by the College of 

Bishops, and doctrinal position statements from one our dialogues that will take time to assess and 

hopefully approve. Perhaps this is the best place to begin by way of a summary since our last report. 

 

First, on May 12-13 Bishop Paul Hewitt and I travelled to Boston, Massachusetts, to meet with a Greek 

Bishop Kyrillos Katerelos from Athens, Greece who has been serving as a visiting professor of historical 

theology at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Seminary. This contact has come through Bishop Hewitt’s 

travels and associations in Greece with a delegation from the Diocese of the Holy Cross of which +Paul is 

the Ordinary. This delegation consisted of +Paul, Archdeacon Jay Boccabello, Fr. John Sharpe, Fr. Tom 

Monnat and Mara Brockbank.  Fr. Sharpe has lived on Mt. Athos and Patmos, and knew the Ecumenical 

Patriarch many years ago, and Fr. Monnat serves near Philadelphia, where the Orthodox brotherhood 

meets monthly.  Mara Brockbank, a member of St. Philip´s, Charleston, SC, speaks Greek, and went as 

translator, secretary and photographer.  

 

The purpose of the 11-day visit was to establish more thorough communication with the Greek Orthodox 

in Constantinople, Athens, and the United States, by having a contact in Greece, and by them having a 

contact here.  The Ecumenical Patriarch gave them, as a protocol officer and contact, Bishop Kyrillos 

Katerelos, who works at the Phanar for the Patriarch, and teaches Historical Theology at the University of 

Athens.  Bishop Kyrillos is frequently in the U.S. The delegation went from 20 – 30 October (2014). 

 

Subsequently, Bishop Paul organized and set up the meeting at Holy Cross to bring ACNA/GAFCON 

into ecumenical conversation potentially with the Greek Orthodox Church. The result was that Bishop 

Kyrillos, himself an ecumenical suffragan to the Patriarch of Constantinople (Istanbul), recommended 

that we send a letter directly to Patriarch Bartholomew in Constantinople requesting ecumenical dialogue. 

The letter, he explained, should have two parts. The first part should summarize briefly our history. The 
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second part should be a resolution passed by our College of Bishops seeking ecumenical dialogue with 

the Ecumenical Patriarch. 
 

For your information, John Chryssavigis writes, in The Ecumenical Patriarch Today, that, “the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate is the highest see and holiest center of the Orthodox Christian Church throughout 

the world.  It is an institution with a history spanning seventeen centuries, during which it retained its see 

in Constantinople (today´s Istanbul). It constitutes the center of all the local Orthodox churches, heading 

these not by administration but by virtue of its primacy in the ministry of pan-Orthodox unity and the 

coordination of the activity of the whole of Orthodoxy.” As such, for the past fifty years it has been 

normal for the Ecumenical Patriarch, and the Pope, to meet regularly. 

 

Therefore, to follow through on the counsel of Bishop Kyrillos, the following recommendation is offered 

for motion and approval: “Be it approved that the College of Bishops of the Anglican Church in North 

America request in all humility out of our common commitment to Jesus Christ and the Faith Once 

Delivered to all the Saints, the beginning of an ecumenical dialogue with His All Holiness Bartholomew, 

Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople that the relationship among the Orthodox, the Anglican Church in 

North America, and the Global Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans, otherwise known as the Global 

Anglican Future Conference (GAFCON) comprising approximately forty million Anglican Christians, 

might be strengthened and furthered.” 

 

Once approved the letter will be composed. It will be signed by Archbishop Foley Beach. A cover letter 

will be also attached from Bishop Hewitt and me. A copy of the letters will also be forwarded to Bishop 

Kyrillos. He at his own initiative offered to support the letter with his Patriarch. Prayers are greatly 

appreciated for this type of dialogue could mean for not only Anglicans but all of Christendom. 

 

Second, also by way of significant accomplishment the dialogue between the Polish National Catholic 

Church and the Anglican Church in North America has produced several documents by the PNCC stating 

their positions on a number of important subjects. They have asked that our Bishops read and approve 

general concurrence with them for another an important step to be taken toward some kind of restored 

communion between us. These documents are attached electronically to the end of this report. 

 

Third, the North American Lutheran Church dialogue with us has developed a statement on, “The Real 

Presence of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ in the Lord’s Supper.” This document has been sent to 

our bishops for review. With feedback and finalization, the document is ready for any further approval 

necessary. The final version is attached electronically to this report. 

 

Fourth, the ecumenical work of ACNA has begun to explore additional ecumenical conversations and 

relationships with churches, who have begun to contact us. On May 20-21, Archbishop Foley Beach, 

Bishop Roger Ames and I met at their request with representatives of the International Communion of 

Charismatic Episcopal Churches at Church of the Holy Communion (ACNA) in Dallas, Texas. Their 

representatives were the Most Rev. Craig Bates (Archbishop), Bishop David Simpson (Ecumenical 

Bishop), and Bishop Gregory Ortis (Ordinary of the Diocese of the Northeast). It was concluded that we 

would focus on the relational aspects before formal dialogue could be established. Bishops would be 

encouraged to get to know one another and invite where practical each other to diocesan events. It was 

also expressed that where reconciliation is needed, bishops seek to encourage one another to this end. The 

conversation will continue at least once a year or on an as needed basis. 

 

In conclusion, the following summaries below report on other significant updates of many of our 

dialogues. Please pray for additional important upcoming ecumenical events such as the General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America where I have been asked to bring greetings on behalf of 

ACNA for the third year in a row. Pray also for meetings we are attempting to arrange with a group of 
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African American Pentecostals who have found the Canterbury Trail and call themselves the Apostolic 

Communion of Anglican Churches. They have contacted us and would like to enter some level of 

conversation. So much is unfolding ecumenically for the Biblically faithful around the world as God 

continues to bring together true believers in Christ. As we step into an age where brothers and sisters in 

Christ in Syria have already found ecumenism in blood, may the Lord help us while we are spared a little 

time before we too may be asked to seal our witness in blood, to live into what we are and that for which 

Jesus prayed, “That they all may be one that the world may believe.” In an effort to see our Lord’s high-

priestly prayer in John 17 realized, we are confident that the Lord continues to confirm His plan for 

ACNA and GAFCON to participate in the greater unification of Christian witness in a lost world. Amen. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

The Rt. Rev. Ray R. Sutton, Ph.D. 

Dean of the Province and Ecumenical Affairs 

 

 

 

Roman Catholic Church: Chairman Archbishop Robert Duncan 

 

Over the past year after our own transition to a new archbishop and expanded organization of the 

Ecumenical Relations Task Force, Archbishop Duncan pursue contact with the ecumenical officer(s) of 

the Roman Church. Bp. Rozanski of Springfield (MA), new ecumenical chair for the US Conference of 

Catholic Bishops, and Fr. John Crossin, staff officer, are planning to meet with us in Pittsburgh, having 

stated that “it was their turn to come to us.”  The next official conversation between our team (Abp. 

Duncan, Bp. Sutton, et al.) is planned for the fall of 2015. Other significant invitations and multi-

jurisdictional conversations have included (1) the Summit on Marriage in February, with an Open Letter 

(signed by Archbishop Foley) in April and (2) involvement of a “team of up to10” in the World Meeting 

of Families at Philadelphia in September with a promised audience with Pope Francis. 

 

 

Orthodox Church in America: Chairman Bishop Kevin Allen 

The Anglican Church of North America and Orthodox Church of America Ecumenical committee, co-

chaired by the Rt. Rev. Kevin Bond Allen and The V. Rev. Archpriest Chad Hatfield of St. Vladimir’s 

Seminary, was very blessed by two events during the last year.   On November 8th 2014 Archbishop Foley 

Beach was introduced by Bishops Ray Sutton and Kevin Allen to Metropolitan Hilarion Alfeyev, 

Chairman of the Department of External Relations for the Russian Orthodox Church, and His Beatitude 

Tikhon, Archbishop of Washington and Metropolitan of All America and Canada. The meeting took place 

at St. Vladimir’s Seminary in New York on the occasion of Metropolitan Hilarion receiving an honorary 

Doctorate. 
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Archbishop Foley with Metropolitan Hilarion 

 

Archpriest Chad Hatfield, Chancellor of Saint Vladimir’s Seminary remarked, “The re-birth of 

Anglican/Orthodox relations is now a reality with the official exchanges between the ACNA and the 

OCA and clearly now with the Russian Orthodox Church through the leadership of Metropolitan Hilarion 

Alfeyev. The historical significance of this meeting of Archbishop Beach with His Beatitude Tikhon of 

the OCA and Metropolitan Hilarion is truly significant as a sign of this refreshed dialogue.”  (Thank you, 

Rev. Andrew Gross, for this quote and pictures included in this report) 

 



 5 

 
Bishop Kevin Allen with Metropolitan Tikhon 

 

Archbishop Foley, during this meeting, was invited by Metropolitan Tikhon to attend the Orthodox All-

American Council meeting in Atlanta, Georgia in July 2015 and talks have begun for a possible invitation 

to meet with Patriarch Kirill in Moscow in 2 015. 

 

The work of the ACNA-OCA committee was given affirmation and support by the leaders of the OCA 

when the Most Rev. Archbishop Melchizedek of Pittsburgh, and member of the OCA Ecumenical 

committee,  was appointed to our committee for our December 11-12 meeting at Holy Resurrection 

Orthodox Church in Tacoma, Washington.   There we also welcomed Fr. John Pierce of Holy 

Resurrection to our committee.  We focused on sharing recent news and developments in our 

denominations as well as the international Orthodox Churches and GAFCON and receiving and editing 

papers for producing a book on the history and future of the OCA-Anglican Dialogue.  These papers share 

our differences and commonalities in Theology, Worship and Ecclesiology so that we can grow in our 

ecumenical relationship and shared mission in the future.  Most recently we have received papers from 

Bishop Ray Sutton on Anglican Moral Theology, Metropolitan Hilarion on the History of Orthodox 

Anglican Dialogue,  Dr. Moheb Ghali on Celtic Monasticism and Egyptian Monasticism, and Dr. Robert 

Munday on the Filioque.   Archbishop Melchizedek proposed that the OCA and ACNA explore doing a 

series of joint statements on Pastoral Responses to Moral Questions which will be further discussed at our 

next meeting in Dallas, September 2015. -  Submitted by Bishop Kevin Bond Allen 
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Members of the ACNA Ecumenical  Members of the OCA Committee 

Sub Committee: 

Bishop Kevin Bond Allen, M. Div., co-chair               The Very Rev. Chad Hatfield, D. Min., D.D., 

co-chair 

Bishop Ray R. Sutton, Ph.D.   Most Rev. Archbishop Melchizedek of Pittsburgh  

The Very Rev. Robert S. Munday, Ph.D.  Fr. John Parker, III, M.Div., M. Th. 

Bishop Keith L. Ackerman, M.Div, D.Div.  Fr. Dn. Gregory Norris, D.D. 

Bishop Richard Lipka, M.Div.    Fr. John Pierce, M.Div. 

Moheb Ghali, Ph.D.     

Michael W. Howell , Ph.D. 

 

 

Polish National Catholic Church: Chairman Bishop Richard Lipka 

 

The ACNA/PNCC Dialogue met twice in 2014, January 2014 and July 2014. We reviewed and discussed 

the Eleven Great Principles of the Polish National Catholic Church and the 39 Articles of the Anglican 

Church in North America. There were areas remaining for further discussion with regard to these two 

documents. Some of the Articles of Religion were in need of further clarification. Also, discussed was the 

status of these two documents in determining the theology of our two churches. 

 

Following the model of the ARCIC Conversations we also began to discuss aspects of Theology, 

Christology and Ecclesiology for the purpose of preparing Agreed Statements on topics within those 

areas. We have prepared consensus statements on several doctrines which were to be presented to our 

respective Synod/College of Bishops for reception and acceptance by both bodies. This would signify 

significant progress in our work moving us closer to Full Communion which is the stated goal of our 

dialogue.  

 

 
 

 

 

North American Lutheran Church: Chairman Bishop Winfield Mott 

 

The North American Lutheran Church was organized a year after ACNA, for much the same reasons. 

This, and the close similarity of Lutheran and Anglican theology and liturgy, have led to a meaningful 

and productive dialog. The dialog team meets twice a year. The current plan is to formulate statements on 

the basic premises of our shared Faith, together with a study guide, to be used by the congregations of 

both churches (hopefully, in joint study where NALC and ACNA parishes are neighbors) as a tool for 

Christian formation for our people. The completed documents should be ready for approval by the 

respective leadership within two years. Because the issues we face are essentially the same and since we 
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have a common Faith with few exceptions, this is a more productive path than simply to issue ecumenical 

statements of agreement or differences.  

 

 

The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod: Chairman Bishop Keith Ackerman 

 

The ecumenical dialogues between the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA) and the Lutheran 

Church Missouri Synod (LCMS) are historic an unprecedented.  Never before in their history has the 

LCMS held unilateral talks with a non-Lutheran denomination.  These dialogues began in 2010 and are 

now entering in their sixth year.  During the first session, which covered the historical and contextual 

background of our churches, the Lutheran Church – Canada (LCC) participated as an observer.  By the 

next session the LCC was a full-partner in the dialogues and has participated in every meeting, 

represented by the Rev. Dr. John Stephenson.  The Rev. Larry Vogel (LCMS) and the Rev. Canon Dr. 

Jonathan Riches (ACNA) guide the dialogues.  The Rt. Rev. Keith Ackermann and the Rt. Rev. David L. 

Hicks serve as co-chairs for the ACNA.  Other participants include the Rev. Dr. Frederic Baue, Rev. Dr. 

Albert Collver, the Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer, and the Rev. Dr. Larry Rast for the LCMS and the Rev. 

Ronald Allen, the Rev. Peter Frank, and the Rt. Rev. Dr. Ray Sutton.  Archbishop Emeritus Robert 

Duncan, President Matthew Harrison (LCMS), and President Robert Bugbee (LCC) have also participated 

in the dialogues.  A meeting is planned this coming year to address issues related to faith and freedom.  

Archbishop Foley Beach, President Harrison, and President Bugbee all plan to be in attendance. 

 

The dialogues have covered the authority of the church, theological and societal challenges of the church, 

worship, catechesis, ministry, marriage, a comparison of confessional statements, and the doctrine of the 

Eucharist.  The Dialogue produced a joint statement in 2012 recognizing the sure and common foundation 

may share and the mutual challenges we face.  A joint statement on marriage together with the North 

American Lutheran Church (NALC) followed soon after.  Another product of these dialogues is 

cooperation between one of the seminaries of the LCC (Concordia Lutheran Theological Seminary, St. 

Catharines, Ontario) and one of the ACNA seminaries (Reformed Episcopal Seminary, Blue Bell, PA).  

Concordia Lutheran has admitted its first ACNA student under this agreement.  The dialogue team 

continues working on a mutual doctrinal statement that will identify further areas of agreement and 

cooperation while also opening paths for further dialogue.  The plan is to have this submitted to the 

denominational adjudicatories by the end this round of dialogues. 

 

 

National Association of Evangelicals: Chairman Bishop Quigg Lawrence 

 

Bishop Lawrence has had multiple emails with N.A.E. president Leith Anderson and has a forthcoming 

visit planned. Bishop Lawrence has read through the entire N.A.E. website and read many of their 

position papers. He has been in contact with some of the best theologians and church historians in the 

ACNA to obtain their counsel about our participation as an observer of and conversations with the NAE. 

 

It is important to keep in mind that The National Association of Evangelicals is not a church but an 

association of diverse "evangelical.” They say of themselves: “Since 1942, the National Association of 

Evangelicals has spoken as a united voice for millions of American evangelicals who take the Bible 

seriously and believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. The voice of NAE is clearer, stronger and 

more broadly heard now than ever before. The Association represents more than 45,000 local churches 

from 40 different denominations and serves a constituency of million.” 

 

Our approach with the NAE therefore continues to be one of friends without becoming an official 

member. Since the N.A.E has a large constituency from 40 different denominations, we will definitely 

continue conversation and observer status with them. 
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Messianic Jewish Ministries and Congregations: Chairman Bishop Neil Lebhar 

 

Present: 

The Rev. Canon Daryl Fenton, Director, CMJ-USA (The Church's Ministry Among Jewish People) 

Rabbi Kirk Gliebe, President, UMJC (Union of Messianic Jewish Congregations) 

Dr. Mark Kinzer UMJC, author 

Justin Kron, National Ministries Representative, Chosen People Ministries 

Rabbi Eric Lakatos, International Alliance of Messianic Congregations and Synagogues 

The Rt. Rev. Neil G. Lebhar, Gulf Atlantic Diocese, ACNA 

Dr. Theresa Newell, CMJ/USA board chair  

Dr. Jacob Rosenberg, UMJC 

Dr. Jim Sibley, Israel College of the Bible, CMJ/USA board  

Jeremiah Zaretsky, Jews for Jesus 

 

The meeting was co-chaired by Dr. Newell and Bishop Lebhar held in Skokie, IL 

 

This ecumenical dialogue is somewhat unique because the ACNA has the privilege of conversation with 

leaders from various leaders within different streams of the Messianic Jewish community.The focus of 

this year’s meeting continued to be ecclesiology. Dr. Sibley gave an introductory paper on the various 

major forms of ecclesiology. Rabbi Lakatos presented the paper "Messianic Jewish Ecclesiology," by Jeff 

Adler, Michael Wolf and himself. In general, messianic synagogues are congregational in governance, but 

also part of larger federations or associations. Canon Fenton reviewed the distinctives of Anglican 

ecclesiology, pointing out that GAFCON represented a form of conciliariam. After the presentations, 

there was a general helpful sharing of the challenges that each of the groups represented was 

experiencing. 

http://www.iamcs.org/

