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Anglican Church in North America 
Committee for Catechesis Report 2015-16 

 
1. Contact Person:  
 
The Rev. Dr. Jack Gabig, Chair of the Committee for Catechesis (CfC) since 2008 
Mobile tel. 412-841-9344 
Email: jgabig@nashotah.edu 
 
2. Initiative Summary - Program Scope and Initiative History: 
Initiative Summary  
The Catechesis Task Force (CTF) was formed under the direction of Archbishop 
Robert Duncan in 2008 to advise the emerging College of Bishops of the Anglican 
Church in North America (ACNA) concerning the training and instruction of the 
faithful and, most especially, the making of disciples of Jesus Christ. The Task Force 
had been charged to serve the Province in the following ways: 

• To encourage lifelong spiritual growth and learning, with particular 
emphasis on the hallmarks of genuine discipleship, and especially a 
transformative apprenticeship (or follower-ship) to Jesus Christ 

• To develop a comprehensive catechumenal vision and framework, 
which will include a common catechism to submitted for approval and 
implementation throughout ACNA 

• To collect and/or produce Christian education materials, curricula, 
etc. that serve this catechumenal end 

 
3. Results and Evaluation:   
The Task Force undertook its work beginning with a period of networking and 
communal study. By early 2010 it had produced white papers, A Vision for Catechesis 
and the Towards an Anglican Catechumenate: Guiding Principles, documents to direct 
our on-going work. Later that year in September the College of Bishops called for 
the compilation of a new Catechism.  In January 2013, the College approved the new 
Anglican Catechism To Be a Christian: An Anglican Catechism for a two-year trial 
period to allow feedback from the Church at large. The Catechism was released 
publicly in February via Internet and in print in April. The response to its 
publication shows that it has been well received. It is now in its sixth printing selling 
out shortly after each release. Additionally, To Be a Christian: An Anglican Catechism 
has been embraced internationally as well.  It has been translated into eight foreign 
languages with another four currently underway. 
 
In order to meet the increasing interest and growing needs of this catechetical 
movement within the Anglican Church in North America, the Committee for 
Catechesis has transitioned from functioning as a Task Force to operating as an on-
going Committee. The Committee for Catechesis operates as a sort of Board of 
Directors under the auspices of the Chair appointed by the Archbishop. The 
Committee’s work is under the Supervision of ACNA Dean for Domestic Affairs, 
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currently Bishop John Guernsey. Additionally, a quarter-time Administrative 
Assistant has been called to help manage, coordinate and execute calendared events, 
facilitate communication with the various working groups, document meetings and 
respond to public inquiries regarding the Committee’s work.  
 
Members of the Committee for Catechesis (CfC) are: 

 The Rev. Jack Gabig PhD, Chair (Diocese of Pittsburgh, Nashotah House 
Seminary) 

 The Rev. Art Going (Pear USA) 
 The Rev. Stephen Lake PhD (Diocese of The Upper Midwest, Green House) 
 Kristy Leaseburg, Administrative Assistant to the Committee (Diocese of Fort 

Worth) 
 The Rev. Lee Nelson, Vice Chair (Diocese of Fort Worth) 
 The Rev. Tripp Prince (C4SO) 
 The Rev. Ben Roberts (ANiC) 
 The Rev. Joel Scandrett PhD (Diocese of Pittsburgh, Trinity School for 

Ministry) 
 Leslie Thyberg PhD (Diocese of Pittsburgh, Trinity School for Ministry) 

 
The primary work of the Committee for Catechesis is to:  
1) Uphold and advance the vision that is being cast by the College of Bishops for a 
Church investing and engaging in disciple-making 
2) Foster Public Relations through the Archbishop’s Office  
3) Seek funding as appropriate and needed  
4) Oversee the work of various sub-committees   
 
At a recent Catechist Summit hosted in Atlanta, March 2015, a series of working 
groups were initiated to expand the work of the Committee beyond mere generation 
of a Catechism. The work of the Committee for Catechesis has broadened its focus to 
also support the Church’s efforts in disciple-making through training and 
resourcing. 
 
4. Critical Needs to Be Met by the Initiative: 
 Next Phase – As mentioned above, following the Catechist Summit in Atlanta several 
working groups are in the process of being formed and populated to undertake the 
work of encouraging, promoting and resourcing lifelong discipleship, spiritual 
formation and learning. Each working group corresponds to a specific task to 
promote and support disciple-making efforts of the ACNA. Each working group has 
an appointed Convener serving as a member of the CfC. Each group is asked to take 
responsibility for accomplishing the following goals:   

 Catechism Completion  - gathering and incorporating feedback and working 
with the College of Bishops to bring the Catechism to completion, overseeing 
Catechism publication, the creation of apps and Catechist notes  (Convener: 
Joel Scandrett) 
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 Catechism Wiki and App - A team to oversee and work on the Wiki and the 
iPhone App as a resource for the Church including work on building out the 
content question by question, notes, teaching ideas, etc. As well as a team of 
people to supervise edits in small lots of 30-50 questions. (Convener: Joel 
Scandrett, David Windrick – Technology Assistant). A proposal from Logos 
Bible Software Inc. is underway and will be brought to the Archbishop for 
review via Canon Lumanog and the Archbishop’s Executive Committee in the 
coming months. 

 Curriculum Resources – working with seminary resources, identifying 
existing resources and promoting the generation of other catechetical 
curricula (Convener: Kristy Leaseburg) 

 On-going Catechist Training – networking, identifying and/or hosting events 
for the training of Catechists in cooperation with various Dioceses, 
organizations, Institutes and Seminaries associated with the Church to 
promote training through a variety of events and at the General Assembly 
(Convener: Lee Nelson) 

 Order of Catechists  - developing a proposal for the College of Bishops for the 
formation, establishment of standards and on-going networking of Catechists 
(Convener: Jack Gabig)   

 Anglican Families: Church in the Home – casting vision, training, resourcing 
and networking parishes to help families to take responsibility for spiritual 
formation of children (Convener: Tripp Prince) 

 Canadian Committee for Catechesis – because of the different culture and its 
needs ANiC has created it own committee which seeks to share resources 
with those in the ACNA in the USA (Convener/Liason: Ben Roberts/Bronwyn 
Short)  

 
* Additionally, an existing organization will serve as an ancillary working group to 
liaise with and support the work of catechesis in Anglican Schools - networking, 
supporting and promoting catechesis through primary and secondary education. 
(Conveners: Brian Foos and John Boonzaijer) 
 


