
THE FOURTH 
 SUNDAY IN LENT
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Year C

Seasonal Greeting
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People  His mercy endures for ever.

Collect of the Day
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true 
bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, 
and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading 
Joshua (4:19-24) 5:1(2-8)9-12
( The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they 
encamped at Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. 20 And those twelve stones, which they 
took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21 And he said to the people of Israel, 
“When your children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 
then you shall let your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 
For the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, 
as the LORD your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed 
over, 24 so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is 
mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God forever.” )
5 As soon as all the kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan to the west, and 
all the kings of the Canaanites who were by the sea, heard that the LORD had dried up 
the waters of the Jordan for the people of Israel until they had crossed over, their hearts 
melted and there was no longer any spirit in them because of the people of Israel.
( 2 At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the sons of 
Israel a second time.” 3 So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at 
Gibeath-haaraloth. 4 And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: all the males of 
the people who came out of Egypt, all the men of war, had died in the wilderness on the 
way after they had come out of Egypt. 5 Though all the people who came out had been 
circumcised, yet all the people who were born on the way in the wilderness after they had 
come out of Egypt had not been circumcised. 6 For the people of Israel walked forty years 
in the wilderness, until all the nation, the men of war who came out of Egypt, perished, 
because they did not obey the voice of the LORD; the LORD swore to them that he 
would not let them see the land that the LORD had sworn to their fathers to give to us, a 
land flowing with milk and honey. 7 So it was their children, whom he raised up in their 
place, that Joshua circumcised. For they were uncircumcised, because they had not been 
circumcised on the way. 8 When the circumcising of the whole nation was finished, they 
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remained in their places in the camp until they were healed. ) 9 And the LORD said to 
Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” And so the name of 
that place is called Gilgal to this day.
10 While the people of Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept the Passover on the 
fourteenth day of the month in the evening on the plains of Jericho. 11 And the day after 
the Passover, on that very day, they ate of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and 
parched grain. 12 And the manna ceased the day after they ate of the produce of the land. 
And there was no longer manna for the people of Israel, but they ate of the fruit of the 
land of Canaan that year.
Reader: The word of the Lord.   
People: Thanks be to God. 

Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the Gospel, with the 
congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel.  At services where there is a hymn or 
canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be said between the Old Testament and Epistle, the 
people seated.)

Psalm 34 or 34:1-8
1 I will always give thanks unto the LORD; * 

his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
2 My soul shall make its boast in the LORD; * 

the humble shall hear this and be glad. 
3 O praise the LORD with me, * 

and let us magnify his Name together. 
4 I sought the LORD, and he heard me; *  

he delivered me out of all my fears. 
5 They looked unto him, and were made glad, * 

and their faces were not ashamed. 
6 Look, the poor man cries, and the LORD hears him, *  

and saves him out of all his troubles. 
7 The angel of the LORD camps round about those who fear him, * 

and delivers them in time of need. 
8 O taste and see how gracious the LORD is; * 

blessed is the one who trusts in him.
( 9 O fear the LORD, you that are his saints; * 

for those who fear him lack nothing. 
10 The lions lack and suffer hunger, * 

but those who seek the LORD shall lack nothing that is good. 
11 Come, children, and listen to me; * 

I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 
12 Who among you desires to live, * 

and longs to see good days? 
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13 Keep your tongue from evil, * 
and your lips from speaking lies. 

14 Turn from evil and do good; * 
seek peace and pursue it.

15 The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, * 
and his ears are open to their prayers. 

16 The countenance of the LORD is against those who do evil, * 
to root out the remembrance of them from the earth. 

17 The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them * 
and delivers them out of all their troubles. 

18 The LORD is near to those who are brokenhearted *  
and will save those who are crushed in spirit. 

19 Great are the troubles of the righteous, * 
but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

20 He keeps all his bones, * 
so that not one of them is broken. 

21 But evil shall slay the ungodly, * 
and those who hate the righteous shall be desolate. 

22 The LORD delivers the souls of his servants, * 
and all those who put their trust in him shall not be destitute. )

Epistle Reading 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For 
our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 15:11-32
And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his 
property between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and 
took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 
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Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm verses 
are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken from 
The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  All rights reserved.

14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began 
to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, 
who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods 
that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.
17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have 
more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, 
and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 And he 
arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and 
felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.’ 22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and 
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was 
lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.
25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he 
heard music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these 
things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed 
the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry 
and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his 
father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, 
yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when 
this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 
fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that 
is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, 
and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the celebrant or preacher to 
reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

Proper Preface
Lent
You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal 
feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sac-
raments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who 
love you.


