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Year B

THE FIRST SUNDAY 
IN ADVENT

SeaSonal GreetinG

Celebrant Surely the Lord is coming soon,
People Amen. Come Lord Jesus!
Revelation 22:20

ColleCt of the Day

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on 
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus 
Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we 
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

olD teStament reaDinG

Isaiah 64:1-9a
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might 
quake at your presence—2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes 
water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, and that the 
nations might tremble at your presence! 3 When you did awesome things that 
we did not look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God 
besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. 5 You meet him who joyful-
ly works righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. Behold, you 
were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we 
be saved? 6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, 
like the wind, take us away. 7 There is no one who calls upon your name, who 
rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and 
have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 8 But now, O lorD, you are 
our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your 
hand. 9 Be not so terribly angry, O lorD, and remember not iniquity forever.
Reader: The word of the Lord.   
People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSalter VerSeS

(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the Gospel, with the 
congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel.  At services where there is a hymn or 
canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be said between the Old Testament and Epistle, 
the people seated.)

Psalm 80 or 80:1-7 
 1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, you that lead Joseph like a sheep; *  

show yourself also, you that sit upon the cherubim.
2 Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *  

stir up your strength, and come and help us.
3 Restore us again, O God; *  

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be whole.
4 O lorD God of hosts, *  

how long will you be angry with your people that pray?
5 You feed them with the bread of tears * and give them plenty of tears to drink.
6 You have made us a derision unto our neighbors, *  

and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7 Restore us again, O God of hosts; *  

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be whole.
( 8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; *  

you have cast out the nations and planted it.
9 You made room for it, * and when it had taken root it filled the land.
10 The hills were covered with the shadow of it, *  

and the boughs thereof were like the mighty cedar trees.
11 She stretched out her branches unto the sea * and her boughs unto the river.
12 Why have you then broken down her hedge, *  

that all they that go by pluck off her grapes?
13  The wild boar out of the wood roots it up, *  

and the wild beasts of the field devour it.
14 Turn again, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; *  

behold, and visit this vine;
15 And the place of the vineyard that your right hand has planted; *  

and the branch that you made so strong for yourself.
16 It is burnt with fire and cut down, *  

and they shall perish at the rebuke of your countenance.
17 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand *  

and upon the son of man, whom you made so strong for your own self.
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18 And so we will not turn back from you; *  
O let us live, and we shall call upon your Name.

19 Restore us again, O lorD God of hosts; *  
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be whole.) 

ePiStle reaDinG 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother 
Sosthenes,  
2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him 
in all speech and all knowledge— 6 even as the testimony about Christ was 
confirmed among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait 
for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, 
guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

the holy GoSPel

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Mark.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Mark 13:24-37
“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 
powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27 And then he will send out the 
angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 
the ends of heaven. 
28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly, 
I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 
31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
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Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from Texts for Common Prayer (2017). The Psalm verses 
are from the Renewed Coverdale Psalter prepared for the Book of Common Prayer (2019). Scrip-
ture quotations are taken from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permis-
sion.  All rights reserved.

32 “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard, keep awake. For you 
do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35 Therefore stay awake—for you do 
not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at mid-
night, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning—36 lest he come suddenly 
and find you asleep. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

offertory anD PoSt-Communion SentenCeS

(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the celebrant or preacher 
to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

ProPer PrefaCe

Advent
Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to 
make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in pow-
er and great glory to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to 
behold his appearing.


