
Easter & Pentecost 2019

apostle
the

+     Homeless to 
Hopeful

+  Serving Tea, 
Sharing Jesus 

+   Discipled by 
Overhearing

... and more

Reaching North America with the 
Transforming Love of Jesus Christ



the APOSTLE · Easter & Pentecost 2019   |   3

2019 is an exciting year for the Anglican Church in North America. Together, we celebrate our 10-year anniversary at the 
Assembly in Texas, launch a new prayer book, and offer our archbishop to the service of the Anglican Communion as Chair 
of the Gafcon Primates Council. As you read this issue, join us in thinking back to where our movement started and giving 
thanks for all that the Lord has done and is doing through our province in these ten short years.

The Rev. Canon Andrew Gross, Senior Editor  ·  Rachel Thebeau, Managing Editor
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Bill Murray. Danny Parker. Dan DeHaan. David Chamberlain. David 
Collins. What do all these men have in common? They discipled me. 

Bill Murray used to meet with me once a week to teach me about how 
to study the Bible and pray. Danny Parker taught me how to love high 
school students in a manner in which they would know it. Dan De-
Haan taught me how to seek God for Himself and not just for what 
He can give me. David Chamberlain mentored me in the Anglican 
faith, and David Collins taught me about the Church and the release 
of the Holy Spirit in ministry. These men are just a few of the many 
who have discipled and mentored me in how to follow Jesus Christ. 
They gave of their time, their resources, and their very lives to help me 
become a disciple of Jesus.

Jesus calls each of His followers to be about this business of disciple-
making – helping others follow Jesus as He leads them in their lives. 
When a person is born-again, she or he is like a new baby in this 
world. A baby must be cared for, loved, fed, cleaned, disciplined, 
and nurtured until such a time she or he can walk on her or his own. 
The Kingdom of God is similar. We need to be taught to walk the 
talk: How do you worship? How do you pray? How do you read and 
study the Bible? How do you hear the Lord? How do you love your 
neighbor? What do the Scriptures say about Jesus? About serving? 
About what is right and what is wrong? This is what discipleship does 
– it cooperates with the Holy Spirit to help us to follow Jesus in our 
life-situation.

Many have tried to turn discipleship into a class or course that we 
attend. As good as those courses might be, discipleship is also caught, 
not just taught. It is a lifestyle modeled and shared in the living of life 
together. I am so grateful for the many individuals who have walked 
with me over the years, sharing their lives, their families, their wisdom, 
and their knowledge of God.

As Anglicans, we have an incredible wealth of resources to aid us in 
our discipleship. We have the Catechism; we have the Book of Com-
mon Prayer; we have numerous Anglican scholars and Bible teach-
ers spanning the past fi ve centuries whose work opens the pages of 
Scriptures, and we have many godly women and men of the Church 
Catholic from the days of the Patriarchs. In today’s age of technology, 
we can access sermons and teachings from people all over the world 
and throughout the history of the Church. Our only excuse now for 
not living into discipleship and being a disciple-maker is that we just 
don’t want to. Ouch. But this is truer than most of us realize.

This week, I listened to a brother in Christ share about his ministry 
with prisoners. He works with serious and violent offenders. He made 
an astonishing statement: About 95% of these men have sat in churches 
in their younger years and have prayed the sinner’s prayer. What hap-
pened? Why didn’t it take? Could it be that they were never discipled? 
Could it be no one ever invested in their walk with the Lord, and they 
never became a disciple? They had made a decision for Christ, but 
they never became a disciple of Christ.

As a province, let’s be about making disciples. It is the best way to 
reach North America with the transforming love of Jesus Christ. After 
all, this is what the Great Commission is all about. “Therefore, go and 
make disciples….” (Mt.28:19).

The Most Rev. Dr. Foley Beach
Archbishop and Primate
Anglican Church in North America

from a Shepherd’s Heart
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Don’t miss your chance to gather with other Anglican leaders from across 

North America at Assembly this summer. As we celebrate the 10 year 

anniversary of the Anglican Church in North America, let’s learn, plan, and pray 

together about the next decade. All attendees will receive special commemorative 

editions of the new 2019 Book of Common Prayer to mark the occasion. 
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Twenty-fi ve years ago, while he was a student at Trinity School 
for Ministry in Ambridge, Pennsylvania, the Rev. Michael 
Wurschmidt, “Pastor Mike,” and his wife, Tina, founded 
Shepherd’s Heart Anglican Church in Pittsburgh. Their mis-
sion is to “share the heart of Jesus our Shepherd on the streets 
of Pittsburgh and to the ends of the earth.” Pastor Mike is also 
a federal chaplain with Veteran Affairs. 

In addition to traditional worship services on Sunday evenings, 
Shepherd’s Heart parish includes “Shepherd’s Place,” a drop-in 
center for homeless men and women; a food pantry; a shuttle 
bus to transport homeless individuals to medical and other 
important appointments; a resource center fi lled with clothing, 
shoes, boots, and more; and Shepherd’s Heart Veteran’s Home 
(“the House of Hope”), a transitional housing program for 
formerly homeless veterans. 

In August 2018, a decorated Air Force veteran and a former 
drug addict named Bill moved into the House of Hope. 
Through the ministry, Bill has now – at 43 years old - com-
mitted his life and work to Jesus Christ. He will never be the 
same and praises God for healing and transformation! God is 
leading him to help other homeless veterans in the future. He 
is now healthy - physically, emotionally, and spiritually – and 
will soon move into his own apartment. 

Pastor Mike interviewed Bill for this story. 

Tell me about your childhood.

Bill: I grew up in Toronto, Ohio, a small town near Steuben-
ville. I was a good student and loved history immensely. I am a 
huge World War II buff, and I also like to read about the Civil 
War. My parents took me to many battlefi elds (Gettysburg, 
Bull Run, Richmond) while traveling around with our family 
bluegrass band called “The Ohio River Band.” In school, I was 
in the band, choir, glee club, show choir, jazz band, and musi-
cals. I had a wonderful childhood and a loving family. 

At what age did you go to the Air Force? 
What was your specialty? What year were 
you discharged? 

I went to the Air Force in 1994 at the age of 18. In basic train-
ing, I chose Space Systems Operations. I received my technical 
training at Vandenburg Air Force Base in California as well as 
Peterson AFB in Colorado Springs, Colorado. I was a Satellite 
Data Systems Supervisor stationed at Buckley Air Force Base 
and was responsible for the detection of missiles and other 
threats to the United States and our allies. I really enjoyed 
what I did. I was a crew instructor as well as the crew evalu-
ator, certifying new crew members for mission-ready status. 
I also won Guardian Challenge 1996 [an annual Air Force 
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competition for the space warfi ghter wings]. I was discharged 
in 1998, and returned to Toronto, Ohio to live. 

What did you do after the Air Force? 

I worked as a Union Insulator (Local Union 2) out of Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania. I worked in steel mills and power plants 
insulating boiler walls and steam pipes

What year did you turn to drugs? Was there 
a particular event or situation that contrib-
uted to your turning to this temptation? 

I started dabbling with drugs around 2003. I was married in 
1994, and my wife and I were having frequent arguments. 
I was playing guitar in bars and hanging with a whole new 
group of friends.  

What was your lowest point? 

In 2008, a former girlfriend committed suicide. We had a son 
who was fi ve. He was present with her when she died. I had 
many regrets and much anger at that time. I blamed myself 
because I was doing drugs and was not more supportive of 
them both. I also used that event as a reason to relapse and to 
go deeper into drugs. I was fi nancially broken, defeated, and 
spiritually broken.  

How has your life changed since you 
came to SH? 

Shepherd’s Heart changed me immediately. The staff and vol-
unteers here made me feel that I could have a future again and 
a fresh start was possible. In turn, I started believing in myself 
again. Before I knew it, I was being productive and asked to 
perform small tasks at Shepherd’s Heart. I marveled because 
just a few short months before, I was in active addiction. With 
counseling, I was enabled and empowered to give attention to 
many areas in my life that needed change.  

How have you come closer to God? 

The most important fact is that God has transformed me. I now 
have a desire to be closer to Him. I don’t need the drugs. I’m in 
the praise and worship band at Shepherd’s Heart. I volunteer for 
everything I can, I try to help all my fellow veterans, and I share 
the Word of God with them as well. I am also writing gospel 
music and plan to make a CD in His praise in the future. 

Where is God leading you next? 

I feel the Lord is leading me to work with homeless veterans. 
I would like to get a degree in social work focusing on those 
with substance abuse/addiction. I also want to work with 
homeless men and women. I am thankful to God for Shep-
herd’s Heart. The love here is truly the best blessing I could 
ever have received. 

What are your plans, hopes, and goals for 
the future? 

I want to praise God forever. I plan to keep giving back, prais-
ing and worshipping God through my music, and being a 
positive role model for others who are homeless. 
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Tessa’s story is only one of the mighty things that God did when 
we were together, and we’re looking forward to what He’s go-
ing to do at this year’s Provincial Youth Gathering! The theme 
this year is about making disciples, and it promises to be just as 
incredible and just as life-changing as the PYG in 2017. We have 
an amazing line up of speakers, (including Archbishop Foley 
Beach and Nigerian Archbishop Ben Kwashi), Eucharist from the 
new ACNA Prayer Book, incredible worship by United Adora-
tion, a night of worship and prayer led by the Rev. Keith Hartsell 
and Equipped to Heal, and another planned game of Aliens!

Discipleship isn’t just about teaching, it’s about doing. So, we’re 
going to follow the three-day conference with four days of serv-
ing the community of Dallas. We’ll be serving at:
•   Bonton Farms: Dallas’ fi rst urban farm for a South 

Dallas community ravaged by generational poverty, crime, 
and identifi ed by the USDA as a food desert. 

•   Project Transformation: a one-to-one reading program with 
at-risk youth 

•   The Nations Outreach: sharing the good news of Jesus 
Christ with the children of DFW area refugees. 

•  Youth With a Mission at YWAM Dallas

Contents
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in the middle of it. I kept asking God why I was there, and in 
the middle of my crying this guy from my group sort of awk-
wardly put his arm on my shoulders to comfort me. And I had 
this thought that here is this stranger comforting me better 
than my friends at home ever had.

That night, there was a prayer and healing service, and Ben 
Kwashi, the Archbishop of Jos in Nigeria, started talking; I was 
really struggling. Again, I just started sobbing. And I told God, 
I need to really tell you everything that I’ve done and I need 
to tell you how sorry I am and I need to know if you can ever 
forgive me. And it was like a weight lifted off. I just got rid of 
my need to defi ne myself by my friends and by my sexuality or 
by what I could give people, and it was like chains were falling 
off of me. I needed Jesus and without Jesus, trying to love my 
school friends was dragging me down.

I remember that night, it was really powerful. 

After that did your group do the mission trip?

Yes. I was super happy and felt so free and light, and I’m so 
glad I did the mission trip because it cemented everything that 
I was feeling. It was time to be with God and new friends. I 
think that if I had gone straight home after the conference, 
what God did wouldn’t have had a chance to stick.

The problem with defi ning yourself by your friends or your 
sexuality is that it’s very self-centered. It just feels so sad to try 
to defi ne yourself that way, because there’s no purpose. The 
mission trip brought me out of myself. I remember it was so 
different from the last few years because my friends at home 
couldn’t care for me because they were focused on themselves. 
They weren’t bad, they just didn’t know how to love each 
other. These people that I’d known for a week wanted to care 
for me more than my friends did. 

Tessa, any last words?

The Provincial Youth Gathering is life-changing. 
And it was so fun to meet other Anglicans. 
It’s hard to fi nd a place where 300 people 
you just met want to be your friends. I 
learned that the Church is more than 
a community, it’s God’s family that 
you’re invited into. 

For more information about the 
Provincial Youth Gathering go to 
younganglicans.com/pyg2019/. 

By Tessa Turner
and The Rev. Canon Steven Tighe 

The Provincial Youth Gathering (PYG) is an incredible event 
and an amazing opportunity for young people and those who 
work with them. It’s a time when the Anglican Church comes 
together to meet, listen to apostolic teaching, celebrate the 
Eucharist, praise and worship God, and expect that God will 
do wonders and miraculous signs among us. That’s been the 
experience of previous Gatherings, like the miraculous thing 
that God did in the life of Tessa Turner at the PYG in 2017.

Tessa, tell us a little about your story

I grew up in a super Christian house in Attleboro, Massa-
chusetts. My mom, my grandpa, and my uncle are all priests. 
Even with that background, in high school I drifted away from 
my faith. More and more I found my identity in my school 
friends. I went ahead and got confi rmed by my bishop, Bill 
Murdoch, when I was 16, but mostly because my mother 
wanted me to. After that, though, everything went downhill.

What was going on in your life before the 
summer of 2017?

In my drama group at school, I started experimenting, fi rst 
with boys and then with girls and then I decided I was bi-
sexual. I pretty much completely walked away from my faith. 
I knew it was wrong, but I didn’t know how to be right again. 
I was lying to my mom, and she knew there was something 
wrong. So, the summer before my senior year she decided I 
was going to go to the Provincial Youth Gathering in Whea-
ton. I was so mad, but she said, “No, it’s going to happen.”

What happened at the Youth Gathering?

I remember arriving Tuesday night, and at the opening Eucha-
rist I was miserable. On Wednesday night, we played a game 
called “aliens;” it was really fun and that made me willing 
to pay attention to the talks and the worship on Thursday. I 
loved that they led worship in different languages. One of the 
songs they played that morning was “Oceans.” I started crying 

www.younganglicans.com/pyg2019/
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•   The great work of our committees, teams, staff, and 
support systems to maintain the structure and function 
of the province. 

•   The sacrifi cial generosity that has made the Anglican 
Church in North America possible.  

As we celebrate these amazing things the Lord has done over 
our fi rst 10 years as a province, we also celebrate where He is 
leading us.

At Assembly in June, we will offi cially be launching our fi ve-
member roundtable of roundtables. These networks will pro-
vide opportunities for collaboration and the sharing of ideas 
in order to better reach North America with the transforming 
love of Jesus. Some of these networks are already familiar to 
you and others are new:

Global Mission: The new Director of Global Mission for 
the Anglican Church in North America is Mrs. Jenny Noyes, 
leader of the New Wineskins Missionary Network. We thank 
God for all the agencies that partner to see the Gospel taken 
literally to the “ends of the earth.”

Multigenerational Mission: A network focused on reaching 
the next generation of leaders whether they are in the womb, 
nursery, children’s group, youth ministries, college campuses, 
churches, seminaries, and even Bishop Training Institutes. 
Congratulations to The Rev. Dr. Esau McCaulley who will 
lead this emerging work of Next Generation Leadership in our 
province.

Church Planting: Praise God for The Rev. Dr. Dan Alger who 
has led the charge for church planting in our province and 
serves the nearly 18 canons for church planting found in our 
dioceses. The Anglican Church in North America is now, on 
average, planting a new church every ten days. 

Multi-Ethnic Mission: We celebrate the rapid diversifi cation 
of North America and how in our cities, states, territories, and 
communities we see every tribe, tongue, and people in our 

midst. Congratulations to The Rt. Rev. Bill 
Murdoch who will give leadership to this 
new network of multi-ethnic and multi-
national leaders. 

Matthew 25: We celebrate the great 
ministry of Matthew 25 and the leader-
ship of Rev. Mike Wurschmidt who gives 
such energy to the work. Matthew 25 is 
the heart and soul of our provincial ministry 
reminding us of our call to the last, the least, 
and the lost. 

We have seen the Glory of God present with us. We 
have seen the unmistakable and powerful hand of God in our 
midst. Let us break forth in praise that the Lord has indeed 
kept His promises to His people.

Each season, we appeal to you to help us fi nish strong. Will 
you prayerfully consider another generous gift to the Anglican 
Church in North America? If you have never given, would you 
pray for wisdom and consider the opportunity to become a 
regular supporter of the Anglican Church in North America? It 
has been a true work of generosity to watch this fl ower bloom 
all these years. Enclosed is a giving envelope to help. We need 
nearly $80,000 this year to support the various ministries to 
make this a special 10th anniversary year.

As we prepare to come together this June, let us pray that 
our Church will be used by God to see many more in North 
America and around the world come to know, love, worship, 
and obey the Lord Jesus Christ. May we be used mightily in 
this day and season to ‘make disciples’ of all nations that God 
might be glorifi ed.

In Christ,
Alan

Assemblies from left to right: 2012, 2012, 2017
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Assemblies from left to right: 2009, 2014, 2009

FROM THEFROM THE

COO
The Rev. Canon Alan J. Hawkins  

Every year, the beautiful tulip is one of the 
fl oral symbols of the Easter season. A perennial 

plant, they usually bloom in spring and return 
year after year. Most of us aren’t aware that tulips 

have a storied history. They originated in Persia, moved 
to Turkey, and then became the rage of Europe, especially in 
the Netherlands where the tulip fl ower actually crashed the 
economic market in the 1600’s due to a market bubble.

For many of us in the Anglican world, the last few decades 
have been a crash. We have watched people lose their faith, we 
have watched churches lose their property, we have watched 
clergy lose their livelihoods, all because of the erosion of truth 
in our historic Anglican fabric. It looked like all was lost. Yet 
Anglicanism, like the tulip, is a picture of resilience. By God’s 
grace, what was lost, what was sacrifi ced, and what was cor-
roded is being restored. By God’s grace, we are stepping into a 
season of blooming spring.  

This year, we get to celebrate what the Lord has done!

We celebrate…

•   10 years as a Province. What was a dream, is now a reality.  

•   Changed lives. We have watched people of all ages 
transferred from the Kingdom of Death to the Kingdom 
of Light (Eph 2).  

•   The release of our very fi rst and very signifi cant 
Book of Common Prayer 2019. 

•   The authorized version of “To Be a Christian, the Catechism 
of the Anglican Church in North America.” The Catechism 
has been translated into numerous languages and is being 
used well beyond North America.  

•   The more than 1,000 churches in our province and how 
they labor for the Gospel in their communities. More than 
93,000 people show up for worship in our churches on a 
regular basis.  

•   Our 29 dioceses, their leaders, and their people as well as the 
Special Jurisdiction of Armed Forces and Chaplaincy.  

Contents
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By The Rev. David Glade

“Wait right here,” said John*, as he disappeared into a crowd of 
people. So, there we waited. It was my fi rst mission trip. Ever. 
And, I was nominally in charge. A small group from my church, 
Christ the King, had fl own into Nairobi and, after a quick nap, 
began a long drive north. As we circled Mt. Kenya, the land-
scape changed from lush and green to arid and brown. As Mt. 
Kenya faded in our rearview mirror, the road, which I found 
lacking to begin with, disappeared altogether. For the next six 
hours, we bounced around in John’s car over wash¬board dirt 
roads, around crater-sized potholes, while avoiding thundering 
“Lorries.” As we continued north, the landscape became more 
and more strange and people less and less frequent. At one point 
in the journey, as evening was fast approaching, our car began 
making strange sounds. We stopped, got out, and discovered 
that our car, due to one too many enormous pot-holes, was liter-
ally falling part. Undeterred, John untied our luggage and used 
the rope to lash some parts of the car together. “Bush mechan-
ics!” he said as we climbed back in. 

Finally, much later than anticipated, we ar-
rived at our destination: a little town in north 
central Kenya. It was dark. It was dusty. We appeared 
to be the only non-locals in the town center. There, John 
dropped us off saying, “wait right here,” as he drove away to 
take care of some unknown detail. So, there we waited, four 
people, who twenty-four hours earlier, had been sipping coffee 
at a Starbucks in Alexandria, Virginia. I recall looking at my 
fellow team members one by one and then saying, “I have 
never felt so far from home.” 

Thankfully, John did return and we enjoyed a wonderful trip. 
After a few days, we made the long journey back home, but I 
have returned numerous times, as have many from Christ the 
King, including my wife and two of my children. 

John is one of the plenary speakers at the New Wineskins 
Global Mission Conference 2019. He is the founder of the 
Eleventh Hour Network, a group of fearless church planters 

&
who serve in Northern Kenya, Ethiopia, and Somalia- areas 
which are majority Muslim and include many unreached 
people groups. Their work is the initial proclamation of the 
Gospel and humanitarian support as well. 

Currently, he is building a community outreach project in the 
middle of a majority Muslim town north of Nairobi. It will 
house a library, a dispensary, a tailoring training center, and a 
much needed maternity ward. Eventually, the facility will host 
teams visiting from far and wide. 

I have known John for the past ten years. He has become a 
close friend and we have developed a meaningful partnership. 
As uncomfortable as those fi rst few hours in Kenya were for 
me, I am convinced that it is good to occasionally be “far from 
home.” 

Prior to launching Christ the King, I served 
at The Falls Church Anglican. There, 
I witnessed the many global 
connections within that 
church and the positive im-
pact of those connections. 
Although I could not have 
explained why at the time, 
I knew I wanted these rela-
tionships to be part of Christ the King. 

Soon after our fi rst worship service, Barb 
Nelson, a founding member, and I decided 
to fi nd one overseas missionary partner for the 
church. We thought one was enough for our church 
in order to be deeply involved with one, rather than 
broadly involved with many. This faithful member made a 
list of potential partners, the fi rst of whom was John. After 
one cup of coffee, I called Barb and said, “Stop looking. 
We’ve found our partner.” And we did! 

While we have reaped many, many benefi ts from our partner-
ship with John, two things stand out. First, our partnership 
helps us develop a “global vision.” Second, our partnership 
with John ensures that the fi re for evangelism remains lit in 
our own setting. So, two benefi ts: vision and fi re. 

It is easy for us to let the fi re for evangelism at home fade. 
We need good global partnerships to help us develop a global 
vision; good global partnerships that inspire us to remain faith-
ful to our own evangelistic work by exposing us to the church’s 
primary evangelistic work to the nations. Your church may be 
small – many are in our young movement. So, start intention-
ally and remain focused. You will fi nd, as we have found, that 
you receive far, far more than you give.

*A pseudonym has been used to protect the identity of this front-line evangelist.

Fr. David’s daughter with Kenyan womenCar problems on the journey to Marsabit
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We all know that a vital church plays a key role in a commu-
nity. But how can one measure this? The Anglican Relief and 
Development Fund traveled to Northeastern Brazil to fi nd out!

A history of fl ooding

Salvation Anglican Church is located in a rough neighbor-
hood. Located outside of any commercial centers, this com-
munity is one of “squatters.” Residents here are those who 
have been forced off land elsewhere and end up here. They 
claim their land simply by occupying it. 

Needless to say, living in a situation where you fear your land 
might be grabbed at any moment by someone else does not 
foster a sense of community!

This land is not very valuable. It is located next to the Paraíba 
river, which fl oods often. But it has become home for these 
residents. An Anglican Church building stood there and served 
the community. 

When this church fl ooded, the government gave the commu-
nity land for a new church to be located outside of the fl ood 
plain. But as is often the case, there was no money to rebuild it.

Building a new church

Surprisingly, the community gathered together to fi nd a solu-
tion. The government plot was not ideal as it was located far 
away from the original church and was not convenient for 
residents. One community member donated her land to the 

By Christine Jones

church, in exchange for the government land. She was no 
longer using all of her land to farm, and her extended family 
could use the government plot. 

Now on this better site, a church was built with funds from 
an ARDF grant. When we visited in 2018, we saw a dynamic 
church on top of a beautiful hill. We met the Rev. Eliane 
Chacon who has been at this church for 12 years. 

A transformed community

Pastor Eliane reports that she has seen amazing changes since the 
new building was completed and the neighbors can more easily 
attend church. They were not, after all, wading through mud on 
the fl oor of the church or unable to enter the church at all!

Pastor Eliane told us that before, “They didn’t have a peace-
ful culture. Violence culture is very common in Brazil.” She 
went on to tell us of one instance when one woman murdered 
another over a dispute about a dog!

However, being able to hold regular services has changed this. 
Now, the community is much calmer and willing to be in com-
munity together. “They understand how important forgiveness 
is. Their relationships are more peaceful.” Pastor Eliane says this 
is a direct result of preaching the Gospel! Hallelujah! 

One concrete example is in the number of couples now want-
ing to marry or wanting their unions blessed. Before, no one 
wanted to invest in the commitment of marriage. 

“[This year] I will bless 5 more couples because we teach this 
in the church – how important it is to receive the blessing of 
God in your marriage.”

Looking ahead

Pastor Eliane has future plans for the church. She dreams of 
creating a space for women to gather during their time off. 
Currently, women stay in their homes alone when they are 
not working. Bringing them together at the church will only 
continue to foster this sense of community.

It is amazing to see what a big difference a local church can 
make, year after year, in a diffi cult community. 

Pastor Eliane’s bishop, Marcio Meira, has an explanation: 
“We believe Jesus can change every thing, in every time, for 
everybody. But we need sometimes a miracle. Jesus specializes 
in miracles.”

Bishop Marcio Meira and Rev. Eliane Chacon

Community worshipping in their new buidling

Salvation Anglican Church, in the Sao Miguel de Taipu neighborhood outside of 
João Pessoa, Brazil, is indeed a savior to this community.
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By Matthew Swab 

In 2018, the Diocese of Western Anglicans planted six churches. 
When asked about the diocesan church planting process, Bishop 
Keith Andrews explained that it is much more about prepared-
ness than planning. The need is “to so develop a diocesan cul-
ture to promote and implement church planting practices that 
everyone at every level sees it as a normal Christian behavior for 
the church, whatever its context or circumstances.”

As a diocese cultivating a sense of “readiness,” Bishop Keith rec-
ognizes that that “readiness” looks different for different church 
plant leaders. In his experience, he has seen leaders who simply 
need permission to go while others require detailed models or 
years of building towards a plant. The key, then, is asking the 
question of “what lowers the barrier to everyone participating in 
the work of church planting?” Leaning into this question leads 
to a growth of support for church planters who know that they 
are not alone. Or, as Bishop Keith appropriately summarizes, 
“their ministry is everyone’s and everyone’s is theirs.”

To support a diocese that covers such a large geographic area 
spanning 30 million people, the Diocese of Western Anglicans 
formed four deaneries: San Diego, Arizona, Rocky Mountain, 
and Greater Los Angeles. The deaneries support the process of 
a new, growing diocese by working together while also build-
ing structures that make sense in each of their distinct regions. 
Each is led by a dean and teams focused on accomplishing four 
essential functions under the direction of the bishop:

•  Church Planting: a system to encourage, implement, and 
support church planting habitually.

•  Clergy Formation: identifying, forming, ordaining, and 
deploying new clergy.

• Governance: administrative, legal, and fi nancial resources.

•  Clericus: ministry resourcing, inspiration, and encour-
agement for presbyters and deacons in a highly relational 
environment.
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Prepared toPrepared to
PLANT
HOW ONE DIOCESE 

PLANTED SIX CONGREGATIONS IN ONE YEAR

With church planting as a primary function, the deaneries of 
the Diocese of Western Anglicans partner with the diocese 
to share the resources needed to plant churches through an 
intern program. This collaboration enables them to plant more 
churches with the continued expectation of growing their 
efforts through disciple-making and the building of communi-
ties with effective missional leaders. 

Maintaining the idea that church planting should be a normal 
and habitual part of Christian behavior, Bishop Keith notes 
that “every congregation is essential for the work of church 
planting.” Support may look different depending on the 
church. Some may be ready to extend themselves and form a 
new missional community while others may be better posi-
tioned to apply their resources to support a new congregation 
where it is needed. Still, others might fi nd themselves best 
suited to giving their time and energy to their local deanery 
while others may provide tithes to support the intern and 
curacy programs. Each congregation should contribute in the 
best way possible. 

It is through this mentality and approach that the Diocese of 
Western Anglicans successfully planted not just six churches, 
but six very different congregations in 2018. 

These are their new congregations:

1. Transfi guration, Los Angeles, CA

A Nigerian church plant birthed by a Nigerian pastor who has 
been part of the diocese for several years.

2. Anglican Campus Fellowship, Tempe, AZ

A church plant on the campus of Arizona State University, 
birthed by the diocese in partnership with Living Faith 
Anglican Church in Tempe.

3. Iglesia de Gracia, Oceanside, CA

A church plant begun by missioners working with Grace An-
glican to initiate work among the Hispanic people in northern 
San Diego County.

4. Desert Oasis, N. Las Vegas, NV 

This house church is committed to biblical orthodoxy in an 
area of the city that lacks such a presence.

5. Grand Canyon University Church Plant, Phoenix, AZ

A university-based church plant.

6. Bozeman Church Plant, Bozeman, MT

A new community led by a parachute church planter from Vir-
ginia, sponsored by the diocesan church plant intern program.

What a privilege and encouragement to 

see our brothers and sisters answer the 

call and serve the Lord. Bishop Keith said 

it best, “The Lord is doing this work and 

we are stumbling forward, offering Him 

our very modest efforts. Any success is 

due to His Life and work among us and 

through us.”
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By Scott Hunt

Crimson Teas is a small teashop in downtown Toronto, 
Canada nestled along the very busy Chinatown stretch of 
Spadina Avenue. They boast the “Best Pu-erh Tea in Town” 
and serve green tea, noodles, dim sum, and desserts among 
other things. Inside, one wall is painted bright crimson red 
and large sketches of unnamed faces hang there. Tree trunk 
stools surround a long, angular wood table which runs the 
length of the narrow room. And if you just happened upon 
this unique, little establishment it might not be where you’d 
expect to fi nd an Anglican church. But it is where you’d fi nd 
Christ the King, Toronto (CTK) – a growing, Bible-based, 
Christ-centered, multicultural parish in the Anglican Network 
in Canada (ANiC).

“We had to get a few ducks in a row,” Sandra Guinness, mem-
ber of the church council, said when asked about fi nding a 
place to meet in busy and expensive downtown Toronto. “The 
challenge of both fi nding a suitable location and the fi nancial 
cost of renting – let alone buying – a place downtown was 
daunting.” 

Christ the King launched as a church plant in 2009 under the 
name “Toronto Centre Project” and met in a leader’s living 

room. In 2010, they began meeting in the afternoons at a local 
Baptist church and chose the name Christ the King Anglican 
Church. In 2016, they joined with another ANiC church 
plant in the city, Christ the Redeemer, to experiment with 
holding some services together. In early 2017 the two congre-
gations offi cially merged with the Rev. Keith Ganzer as rector.

“Back in 2016, we were a very small church with about 20 
members coming each Sunday,” Ganzer said. “We felt it was 
important to move to a location closer to downtown Toronto 
and the university context.”

Then, God opened a door through a small business owner 
named Phillip Chan. Passionate about the benefi ts of tea, 
Chan opened Crimson Teas in Chinatown and happily opened 
his doors to CTK for their Sunday services free of charge.

By God’s grace, Chan’s generosity gifted the small congrega-
tion with a wealth of opportunities.

With access to a commercial kitchen, food quickly became a big 
part of life at CTK. Before services, you can get a cup of milk tea 
(Hong Kong-style, minus the sugar) and homemade muffi ns. 
Afterwards, the congregation has lunch together every Sunday.
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“Phillip graciously prepares lunch for us each week, 
and the food is just great every time - tasty and 
nutritious!” said Jerry Gu, who joined the church 
in 2017.

As well as the fi nancial freedom and fellowship opportunities, 
the teashop has made CTK more known in the city and visible 
to the neighbourhood. On Sundays, anyone walking the busy, 
downtown street can see their service through the fl oor-to-
ceiling teashop windows. Chan makes a point to invite his 
customers through the week and some have begun attending 
on Sundays.

“The number of times – since we started meeting in Crimson 
Teas – where there have been no visitors on a Sunday can be 
counted with the fi ngers on one hand,” said Ron Bales, the 
church treasurer.

The large windows have also blessed the congregation while 
they worship. Roger Ong, the assistant minister explained: 
“The snow falling, people walking by, the street car, curious 
onlookers, a homeless man, and once the Chinatown Festival 
fl oat parade! It is a great reminder that the church exists for the 
world and that we are called to be on mission.”  

Positioned now in Chinatown and near universities with 
many international students, CTK has a beautiful variety of 

people, young and old, worshipping and fellow-
shipping together. With some space limitations 
at the teashop they are looking at adding a third 

Sunday service, fi nding more room for a children’s 
program, and prayerfully considering the possibility 

of a new church plant in the future.

Of course, being such a diverse congregation isn’t without its 
challenges. “Where messiness increases, His grace abounds 
all the more,” Ong answered. “God could have chosen to 
stick with one people, but He didn’t. Making disciples of 
all nations? That sounds a whole lot more messy and less 
effi cient. But when it all comes together - what a thing of 
beauty to behold!”

In a world getting smaller and more interconnected every 
day, more and more churches face the challenges and won-
derful opportunities of drawing together people from all 
backgrounds and cultures. And as society continues to shift 
and change, our models for church planting, buildings, and 
growth may need to fi nd new shapes and strategies as well. 
In some cases, it may look like meeting in a teashop on a 
busy street in Chinatown.

“One of the things we have been sharing,” said Ron Bales, 
“with some of our visitors who were keen to church plant is, 
‘Don’t pray for a church building; pray for a Phillip Chan!’” 

CHRIST THE KING

Chinatownh
in

SERVING TEA AND SPREADING THE GOSPELSERVING TEA AND SPREADING THE GOSPELSERVING TEA AND SPREADING THE GOSPEL
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Sharpen your perspective while deepening your understanding 

of other traditions across denominational and ethnic lines. 

Gordon-Conwell provides both a formal Anglican Studies track and an 

informal community of kindred spirits—including regular opportunities 

for liturgical worship and a shared sense of the Anglican ethos.

Contact us to find out more  
1-800-428-7329  |  anglicans@gordonconwell.edu

www.gordonconwell.edu/anglican

anglican studies track

Experience a Broad & Deep Seminary Community

modern christians seeking ancient roots

ancient evangelical future conference 
june 6-7, 2019

To learn more, visit:
webbercenter.tsm.edu/aef-conference/aefc-2019/

sponsored by the Robert E. Webber Center 

Celebrating 40 years of retrieving ancient 
Christian wisdom for the church today.

Speakers: Winfield Bevins, Hans Boersma, Timothy George, Christopher Hall, Tish Warren, John Witvliet
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FROM THE ANGLICAN CHURCH IN NORTH AMERICA

By The Rev. Cn. David Roseberry 

This year, the Anglican Church in North America is launching 
The Evergreen Project, a fi ve-year effort to help every congre-
gation and diocese know, grow, and show the biblical value 
of generosity. The training and resources provided by this 
program will strengthen churches to become ambassadors for 
Christ in their communities.

The movement isn’t just about helping churches provide 
enough in the offering plate to meet internal needs. It’s about 
recapturing an understanding of giving as central to the work 
of the gospel. The early church was known for its generosity. 
What if our churches became famous for their giving? What if 
they were known for their ability to bless, give, share, and help 
others around us fl ourish? Imagine that!  

As The Evergreen Project gains momentum over the next 
several months, there are two ways for parishes to connect with 
this movement:

1. The Evergreen Project will publish accessible and biblical 
teaching on stewardship, giving, generosity, outreach, and in-
volvement in your community. Along with a quarterly newslet-
ter for clergy, resources will be available for churches this fall for 
a parish-wide stewardship emphasis. These resources will include 
adult study material, preaching outlines, devotional writing, 
video-based testimony preparation, and more. All content will 
be easy to adapt for any church’s particular context. A preview 

of these materials will be 
released at the Assembly 
in June; the full program 
will be available for download
by August 1.

2. As we go, churches can participate in The Evergreen Proj-
ect as ‘pilot’ congregations. After collecting benchmark data, 
pilot churches will receive special training to launch generosity 
programs in their own context. With hands-on coaching to 
guide the process, churches will develop a year-round focus 
on generosity, set a vision and strategy with the vestry and 
leadership, and ignite a movement in their own congregations. 
To join in our Pilot Program, please visit the Contact page on 
www.theevergreenproject.org and put ‘Pilot Program’ in the 
subject line.

Generosity is how churches grow. Giving sacrifi cially is at the 
heart of Jesus’s message and it was how the apostle Paul raised 
up churches across the continent. Generosity breaks barriers; it 
crosses borders and reveals to all the God who loved his children 
enough to give his only Son. When a church “gets” giving, 
people take notice, lives are changed, and disciples are made. 

We are excited about this project. I believe it can further 
the work of the Anglican Church in North America. Visit
www.theevergreenproject.org to learn more, discover re-
sources that will help your congregation, and begin to imagine 
how The Evergreen Project can be ‘ever good’ for your church.

www.theevergreenproject.org
www.nashotah.edu/summer
www.gordonconwell.edu/anglican
www.webbercenter.tsm.edu/aef-conference/aefc-2019
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By Rachel Thebeau

Though a well-known Baptist, Dr. Russell Moore’s personal 
story of discipleship began in large-part with a well-known 
Anglican. In a bookstore, at age 15, in the middle of a spiritual 
crisis, Russell Moore stumbled upon a name he recognized after 
growing up venturing to the literary land of Narnia: C.S. Lewis. 
Lewis’s Mere Christianity led Moore back into the Church.

“I had a major spiritual crisis when I was 15 because of seeing 
some things in Bible-belt Christianity that didn’t line up with 
the New Testament – to put it mildly,” Dr. Moore shared. 
“And because I had read the Chronicles of Narnia when I was 
a child, I recognized C.S. Lewis’s name on the spine of a book 
in the local bookstore and took it home. So, reading Mere
Christianity probably saved my life.” 

He explained the impact of Lewis: “What mattered to me was 
not so much the arguments that Lewis was making, as the 

tone of his voice. It was clear he was not trying to sell me on 
anything, he was bearing witness to something.”

Driving through the Carolinas on his way to an engagement, 
Dr. Moore took the time to share his personal story of disciple-
ship. He acknowledged the importance of “relationship and in-
tegrity” as he described the meaningful moments of his youth. 

“One youth pastor, when I was struggling with a call to 
ministry, patiently listened to me as I was going through that 
struggle of decision-making in a way that I think was probably 
determinative in my life… And then [there was] a pastor who 
I was able to see up close in terms of his personal integrity. I 
think the Lord knew I needed to see someone who was for real 
up close, and he was.”

Growing up in the Bible-belt, a place known for its “cultural 
Christianity,” Dr. Moore was exposed to a Christianity that 
lacked integrity by overhearing conversations and witness at 

OVERHEARDOVERHEARD
DISCIPLESHIP THROUGH WITNESS

Dr. Russell Moore
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a young age. This led to his spiritual crisis. Yet, it was also by 
overhearing the witness of Lewis and others in a positive sense 
that the Lord began to solidify his faith. “So, I try to keep that 
in mind, that when it comes to discipleship, one is not only 
talking to one’s immediate audience, one is also speaking to all 
kinds of people one cannot imagine at the time.”

“Obviously, [Lewis] was not writing to a teenaged Southern 
Baptist Mississippi kid who was disillusioned with the Bible 
belt. He was writing in a very different context, but he was 
being overheard many years after his death.”

Dr. Moore is now the president of the Ethics and Religious 
Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention. He 
explained, “My role now is essentially a discipleship role which is 
to teach people how to carry the cross through various issues of 
ethical decision making. So, the issues that we confront, whether 
they are how to think about racial reconciliation and justice, or 
how to care for foster children in one’s community, or how to 
think through end of life or reproductive technology decisions, 
those are not abstract issues, they’re all questions of ‘how does 
one faithfully live as a disciple with diffi cult questions?’”

As he serves the Church in his Baptist context, Dr. Moore is 
encouraged by the role of Anglicans in the body of Christ. 

“When I’m looking around at some of the most vibrant 
expressions of Christian leadership around the world, and in 
North America right now, they’re often Anglicans,” Moore 
acknowledged. “Some of the most remarkable evangelism and 
church planting movements that I know of right now are com-
ing out of Anglican churches, and that is really encouraging.”

At Assembly 2019, Dr. Moore is one of fi ve plenary speak-
ers who will encourage the Church in making disciples in the 
context of our North American culture. One thing he knows 
for sure about his talk: “It’s going to be a word of Hope! I 
think there are too many Christians who are pessimistic. But 
what I think we have in front of us is an incandescently bright 
future because of the promise of Christ but also because of 
what we can see the Spirit doing around us, including within 
the younger generations within the church.”

He continued: “The praying and working together that will 
happen at the Assembly is not just for the sake of the ACNA 
but for the rest of the broader body of Christ.” Christians of 
other denominations will be overhearing what is being done 
and said. Dr. Moore concluded, “A strong and healthy Angli-
canism is needed by the rest of the body.”

“... IT’S 

GOING 

TO BE A 

WORD OF 

HOPE! ...”
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Please visit us online and fi nd more at:

www.anglicanchurch.net

Visit us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/TheAnglicanChurch

Follow us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/The_ACNA

Follow us on Youtube:
www.youtube.com/AnglicanChurchNA

Follow us on Instagram:
www.instagram.com/the_acna

Follow Archbishop Beach at:

Follow him on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/ArchbishopFoley

Visit him on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ArchbishopFoleyBeach

Reaching North America with the 
Transforming Love of Jesus Christ

800 Maplewood Avenue
PO Box 447
Ambridge, PA 15003-0447
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