ASCENSION DAY
Holy Day

Seasonal Greeting
Celebrant		
People		

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Collect of the Day
Almighty God, whose only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ ascended into
heaven: May our hearts and minds also there ascend, and with him continually
dwell; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

First Reading
Acts 1:1-11
In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do
and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented
himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
4
And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem,
but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me;
5
for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit
not many days from now.”
6
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know
times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing
into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who
was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him
go into heaven.”
Reader:
The word of the Lord. 		
People:
Thanks be to God.
1

Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the Gospel,
with the congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel. At services where
there is a hymn or canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be said between the
Old Testament and Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 47
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O clap your hands together, all you peoples; *
O cry aloud unto God with shouts of joy.
For the LORD Most High is to be feared; *
he is the great King over all the earth.
He shall subdue the peoples under us, *
and the nations under our feet.
He shall choose our inheritance for us, *
the pride of Jacob whom he loved.
God has gone up with a shout of triumph, *
the LORD with the sound of the trumpet.
O sing praises, sing praises unto our God; *
O sing praises, sing praises unto our King.
For God is the King of all the earth; *
think upon his mighty acts and praise him with a song.
God reigns over the nations; *
God sits on his holy throne.
The princes of the peoples are gathered with the people of the God of Abraham; *
for the mighty upon earth have become the servants of the LORD, and he
is very highly exalted.

OR
Psalm 110:1-5
1

2

3

4

The LORD said unto my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, *
until I make your enemies your footstool.”
The LORD shall send the scepter of your power out of Zion: *
“Rule in the midst of your enemies.”
In the day of your power the people, in holy raiment, shall offer you freewill
offerings; *
from the womb of the morning, the dew of your youth belongs to you.
The LORD has sworn and will not recant: *
“You are a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.”
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The Lord at your right hand *
shall smite kings in the day of his wrath.

Epistle Reading
Ephesians 1:15-23
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your
love toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering
you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him,
18
having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us
who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one
to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all
things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Reader:
The word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel
Deacon:
People:

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Luke.
(St. Mark if using second Gospel reading.)
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 24:44-53
Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for
the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are
clothed with power from on high.”
50
And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed
them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into
heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53
and were continually in the temple blessing God.

OR
3

Mark 16:9-20
Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. 10 She went and told
those who had been with him, as they mourned and wept. 11 But when they
heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it.
12
After these things he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were
walking into the country. 13 And they went back and told the rest, but they did
not believe them.
14
Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they
had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 15 And he said to them,
“Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name
they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up
serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt
them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
19
So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached
everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by
accompanying signs.
Deacon:
The Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the celebrant or
preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

Proper Preface
Ascension
Through your dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who after his most
glorious resurrection appeared to his Apostles, and in their sight ascended into
heaven to prepare a place for us; that where he is, there we might also ascend,
and reign with him in glory.

Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from Texts for Common Prayer (2018). The Psalm verses
are from The Book of Common Prayer (1979). Scripture quotations are taken from The ESV®
Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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