CHRISTMAS EVE
DECEMBER 24

Holy Day

Seasonal Greeting
Celebrant
People
Isaiah 9:6

For unto us a child is born.
Unto us a son is given.

Collect of the Day
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may
also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives
and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 9:1-7
But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the
latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the nations. 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great
light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You
have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil.4 For the
yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you
have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping warrior
in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the
fire.6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government
and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
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Reader:
People:

The word of the Lord. 		
Thanks be to God.

Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the Gospel,
with the congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel. At services where
there is a hymn or canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be said between the
Old Testament and Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 96
1

O sing unto the LORD a new song; *
sing unto the LORD, all the whole earth.

2

Sing unto the LORD, and praise his name; *
tell of his salvation from day to day.

3

Declare his honor to the nations, *
and his wonders to all people.

4

For the LORD is great, and highly to be praised;*
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;*
but it is the LORD that made the heavens.

6

Glory and majesty are before him; *
power and honor are in his sanctuary.

7

Ascribe unto the LORD, O you families of the people;*
ascribe unto the LORD worship and power.

8

Ascribe unto the LORD the honor due unto his name; *
bring presents, and come into his courts.

9

O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth stand in awe of him.

10

Tell it out among the nations, “The LORD is King;*
it is he who has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; he shall
judge the people righteously.”

11

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;*
let the sea make a noise, and all that is therein.
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12

Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it;*
then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the LORD.

13

For he comes, for he comes to judge the earth; *
and with righteousness to judge the world, and the people with his truth.

Epistle Reading
Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training
us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled,
upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave
himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.
Reader:
People:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel
Deacon:
People:

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to
St. Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 2:1-14(15-20)
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor
of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph
also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of
David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And
while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear.

8

3

And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of
great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you:
you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God and saying,
10

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he
is pleased!”

14

( 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it,
they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18
And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them. )
Deacon:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the celebrant or
preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

Proper Preface
Christmas
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary his mother, was made truly man, yet without the stain of sin, that we might be cleansed from sin and given the right to
become your children.
Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm verses
are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken from
The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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