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Holy Day

ST. THOMASST. THOMAS
DECEMBER 21

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Blessed be God: the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 

Amen.

Collect of the Day
Everliving God, you strengthened your apostle Thom-
as with firm and certain faith in your Son’s resurrection: 
Grant us so perfectly and without doubt to believe in Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and our God, that our faith may never be 
found wanting in your sight; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading 
Habakkuk 2:1-4 
I will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself 
on the tower, and look out to see what he will say to me, 
and what I will answer concerning my complaint. 2 And 
the LORD answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain 
on tablets, so he may run who reads it. 3 For still the vision 
awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not 
lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will 
not delay. 4 “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright 
within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith.
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Reader: The word of the Lord.   
People: Thanks be to God. 

Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the 
Epistle and the Gospel, with the congregation standing in 
preparation for the Gospel.  At services where there is a hymn 
or canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be said between 
the Old Testament and Epistle, the people seated.)
Psalm 126 
1 When the LORD overturned the captivity of Zion, * 

then were we like those who dream. 
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter * 

and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
3 Then they said among the nations, * 

“The LORD has done great things for them.” 
4 Indeed, the LORD has done great things for us already, * 

whereof we rejoice. 
5 Overturn our captivity, O LORD, * 

as when streams refresh the deserts of the south. 
6 Those who sow in tears * 

shall reap with songs of joy. 
7 He who goes on his way weeping and bears good seed * 

shall doubtless come again with joy, and bring his 
sheaves with him.

Epistle Reading
Hebrews 10:35-11:1
35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has 
a great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that 
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when you have done the will of God you may receive what 
is promised. 37 For, “Yet a little while, and the coming one 
will come and will not delay; 38 but my righteous one shall 
live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no plea-
sure in him.” 39 But we are not of those who shrink back 
and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve 
their souls.
11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the con-
viction of things not seen.
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

according to  
St. John.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
John 20:19-29
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the 
doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad 
when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am send-
ing you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you with-
hold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 
24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples 
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Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm 
verses are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken 
from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Cross-
way, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission.  All rights reserved.

told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place 
my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand 
into his side, I will never believe.”
26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place 
it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to 
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Bless-
ed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are 
chosen by the celebrant or preacher to reinforce the lessons or 
teaching of the day.)

Proper Preface
Apostles and Ordinations
Through the great shepherd of your flock, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who after his resurrection sent forth his apostles to 
preach the Gospel and to teach all nations, and promised 
to be with them always, even to the end of the ages.


