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CPA Study Cheatsheet 
 

Hi- 

My name is Nate, and I passed the CPA exams about a year ago. The #1 

thing that passing the CPA exams comes down to is your studying… that 

sounds obvious, but most people just sit down each day and think 

they’re studying, when they’re really just wasting time. 

Effective studying comes down to a few specific processes, and in my 

opinion, the way the main review courses tell you to do it involves a lot 

of unnecessary headache. 

My First Time 

For example, after I finished my Master’s degree, I had a few months 

until I started my new job in public accounting. So my plan was to study 

really hard for 3 months and then pass FAR before I started working. 

So each day I would sit down, turn on a video lecture, and stare at the 

screen. Then after having no idea what the person on screen was 

talking about, I would realize after 10 or 15 minutes that I had 

completely zoned out. 

Then I would try and skim the chapter to try and get an idea of what 

was going on. That never worked very well either, so then I would try to 

look through some questions.  

By the time I had gone through this process, 30-45 minutes had gone 

by, and then I would start to feel overwhelmed, and because this had 
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happened the day before, and the day before that, before long I started 

feeling pretty discouraged. 

So I went through this process of stumbling through the lessons each 

day, and after 3 longs months of it, my test day came around. 

Once I saw the test in person, I knew I had made several big mistakes in 

my study process. I had a feeling I was going to fail on that attempt, but 

seeing the exam gave me several specific ideas for completely changing 

how I studied. More on that later. 

When my score finally came, it was a 74. 

 

What Failing Taught Me 

I had scheduled all 4 exams at one time, and I really didn’t want to re-

schedule any just so I could re-take FAR. So, I just scheduled my FAR 

retake a week apart from my AUD exam. My senior at work tried to 

nicely tell me that it was idiotic and that I would just end up failing both 

of them. 

But… I was determined. 

I had also completely changed the way I was studying. With my “new 

way” of studying, I was blowing through lessons, studying less each day, 

and I was more focused than ever because of it. 

To make a long story short, by using my “new way” of studying, I ended 

up passing all 4 sections all within 3 months. 

I don’t say that to brag (maybe a little), but to point out that I think 

anyone, including you, can cut entire months off the study process just 

by changing a few small things in how you study and approach the 

process. 
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So here’s what to do: 

When you study, study. What this means is that most people press play 

on a video lecture, and think “Ok… I’m studying”. But video lectures can 

be a double-edged sword. They definitely have their place, but it’s 

really easy to convince yourself that you’re studying when you’re not 

really learning anything. You most likely only have 1-2 hours a day of 

real study time. You cannot afford to mess around on Facebook or 

Youtube during that time. When I would study, I would set a timer for 

50 minutes, and I would actually say to myself, “Okay, I’m not going to 

do anything for the next 50 minutes except actively study CPA 

questions.” And by ‘actively’ I mean you sit up straight, you take notes, 

you read the answers out loud to yourself- you’ve got to spend that 

precious time each day getting the absolute most out of it. Enjoy 

making progress. Wasting a study block kills motivation for the next 

time. 

Study at your best time. Are you a night owl? Morning person? This 

might be cliché, but you really need to study when your brain works 

best. For me, it was early in the morning. I just couldn’t focus at the 

level required once I got home from work. So, I got up between 4 and 5 

each morning and studied 2-3 hours before work. To reward myself for 

getting up, I would stock the fridge with my favorite caffeine sources 

(Monster drinks, Zipfizz, etc) so that getting up to study had some sort 

of reward. And again… enjoy making progress and being productive. 

Don’t think about how bad it sucks to study CPA material… instead 

focus on all of the benefits that will come with being a CPA. For me, the 

single idea of simply being done with exams was extremely motivating. 

If you have to, go Tony Robbins style and write a goal/benefit 

statement and read it every morning before you study. 
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Here’s my #1 tip:  

A.B.S. (always be studying). This was my biggest key to success. I swore 

off playing games on my phone and listening to music on the way to 

work. Instead, I would read review notes on my phone every chance I 

got, go over questions, and I would listen to audio notes in my car, on 

the train, and while I was working out. I would even wear headphones 

so that I could listen to audio notes every time I went golfing. Just think 

about this, if you can add 1-2 hours a day of secondary study time 

(listening to audio notes and/or reading review notes on your phone), 

over 7-8 weeks that can be an additional 100 hours or more of 

studying. That really adds up and you better believe that it will make a 

big difference. 

If you want more help: 

Over the last 6 months I’ve spent countless hours creating my own 

study supplements to help other candidates pass the CPA exams as fast 

as possible. 

The biggest problem I saw with other study supplements that are 

available online, is that they are either way too general (not helpful), or 

they include way too much information (also not helpful). 

Update: I’ve moved my products to a new digital product delivery 

platform that is way better. What this means to you is that once you 

purchase any of my study supplements, you’ll be able to instantly 

read/stream/watch/listen on your computer, or your smartphone. You 

can even send the review notes to your Kindle if you want. You’ll be able 

to access your purchase instantly. 

I have 3 different study supplements available: 
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The Study Hacks Course 

This course is 13 videos that walks you 

through exactly what I did to pass all 4 

exams in 3 months. Some of the things 

you’ll learn are: 

 the accelerated study methods I used 

 how I structured my study sessions 

 how I stayed focused 

 how I stayed motivated  

 my version of the “final review” 2 weeks before a test 

 how to create your own flashcards the right way 

 specific strategies for each section 

 time metrics to practice for test day 

 most of all, my 2 “secret sauces” for the study process 

You can get the Study Hacks course here: 

http://www.superfastcpa.com 

Superfast CPA Review Notes 

These review notes are easy to read, easy to 

understand, and they’re very complete. 

I’m confident in saying that these are the best 

CPA review notes you’ll find anywhere online. 

I’ve had several customers tell me that as well. 

These review notes give you the information 

that you’re most likely to see on the exam, in 

the context you’ll see it on the exam, and 

worded like you’ll see it on the exam. 
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The most annoying thing about the review notes I bought when I was 

studying is that they had a bunch of example problems that were really 

hard to follow if you were just trying to read the notes on the go. So, I 

wrote these notes so that you can read them and have a productive 

mini-study session every time you have a chance. No calculator or 

scratch paper needed. 

You can get the Review Notes at www.superfastcpa.com, as well as 

read a sample of them. 

Superfast CPA Audio Notes 

These notes are meant to be listened to, a lot. 

Again, my biggest gripe with the audio notes I 

purchased when I was studying, was that there 

was an unending amount of content to listen 

to. 

In the Superfast CPA audio notes, I’ve condensed each section into 4-5 

hours of audio that is complete yet very concise. I make sure to point 

out the context of how you might see a question, as well as things to 

watch out for. 

These audio notes will be extremely valuable to you because you can 

listen to them and be studying CPA while you do other things. My 

suggestion is that you listen to them from start to finish as many times 

as possible based on which section you’re studying for.  

You can get the audio notes at www.superfastCPA.com, as well as listen 

to a sample. 

Thanks for reading, good luck with your CPA journey, and email me any 

questions/comments you have to nate@superfastcpa.com 
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One More Thing… 

I almost forgot about choosing a review course. I get asked all the time 

what my opinion is on which review course is the best, so here’s my 

rundown. 

Without listening to me rant for 5 pages, I like CPAexcel the best for 

one simple reason: your access never runs out until you pass. 

Becker on the other hand costs $3,000 and you only have 18 months. If 

that 18 months runs out, you either have to buy Becker again or you 

have to buy another course. I personally know about 10 people that 

have had that happen… 18 months goes by faster than you think. 

But, if you firm is buying Becker for you, then of course go for that. The 

info in Becker is fine… it’s solid, it’s reputable, and you can definitely 

pass using it. 

But, if you’re using your own money, definitely go with CPAexcel. I also 

think that the actual content of CPAexcel is better and easier to 

understand than Becker or the other major review courses. 

If you want to read a full review I wrote about CPAexcel, click here: 

http://www.accounting101.org/cpaexcel-review-course-in-depth-

review/ 

www.superfastCPA.com
http://www.linkconnector.com/ta.php?lc=118695038224004557
http://www.accounting101.org/cpaexcel-review-course-in-depth-review/
http://www.accounting101.org/cpaexcel-review-course-in-depth-review/

