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If students demonstrate that they failed to master the material 
the first time (i.e. they fail the test or quiz), don’t let them off the 
hook. Instead, require that they take some sort of corrective 
action to relearn the material and then retake the test. In this 
way, you make it more likely that students master the material. 
Here are some examples of corrective actions.
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 ❑ Complete an electronic or online tutorial: Many AP textbooks or courses come with CDs or 

online resources that provide tutorials on key concepts. If yours does not, simply enter your topic and 

the word “tutorial” into an Internet search engine to find a tutorial online. Have students complete 

the tutorial and print out their results before they can retake the assessment.

 ❑ Practice Problems: Sometimes giving students more practice on a particular skill will help them 

learn the material. Assign students practice problems to complete and go over their answers (or have 

them go over their answers themselves) before they can retake the assessment.

 ❑ Test Correction: Have students review their first assessments to analyze their errors. Require them 

to explain why their answer was incorrect, and what they should have written instead. Students 

should submit their error analysis before they can retake the assessment.

 ❑ Re-teaching: Sometimes students’ poor assessment grades reveal that they did not understand 

much of the material. This may require some re-teaching on your part to help them understand. 

Require that students attend a re-teaching session before school, during lunch, or after school (at 

your convenience) before they can retake the test.

 ❑ Peer Tutoring: Tap some of your former AP students to tutor your current AP students for 

community service. Then require that students spend a set amount of time working with a tutor 

reviewing specific concepts before they are allowed to retake the assessment.

 ❑ Rewrites: If you are using a rubric to grade writing assignments, have students review the rubric 

and identify trouble spots in their writing, then set goals for their rewrite. Then, allow them to rewrite 

their essay under similar conditions with those specific goals in mind. Rather than grading the entire 

essay, look to see that students have met their goals and addressed the concerns on the rubric.

 ❑ Improving Study Habits: If students’ poor performance on an assessment is due to poor 

learning habits, then require that students use a better learning strategy before they can retake the 

assessment. Have students come in and organize their notebooks, or rewrite their notes using your 

lecture outline, or re-view a film on the topic and take organized notes. You can have them create 

a graphic organizer to organize their thoughts, or use a particular review strategy to prepare for the 

reassessment. Only after they have applied the new strategy should they be allowed to retake the 

assessment.


