
Things To Come                                                                          Session 12: Into Eternity 
 
Questions: pastornick@htchurch.com                      Watch: https://www.youtube.com/@htchurch 

 
New Study begins April 12, with a morning seminar on April 29. 

 
 
Question 1: What is the point of the Millennium? 
 
It’s the prime opportunity in history for God to demonstrate His faithfulness and 
fulfill the promises He has made: He will fulfill His Word to the Patriarchs and to 
Israel as a whole. God will also show people why He acted as He did: 

 
When I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them out of their 
enemies’ lands, and I am hallowed in them in the sight of many nations, then they 
shall know that I am the LORD their God, who sent them into captivity among the 
nations, but also brought them back to their land, and left none of them captive 
any longer. And I will not hide My face from them anymore; for I shall have poured 
out My Spirit on the house of Israel,’ says the Lord GOD.” (Ezek. 39:27-29) 
 
In the Millennium God will continue to demonstrate that no matter what the 
external conditions may be, humankind will always rebel against Him. We will 
always need God's grace and the Spirit’s help to live out our salvation. Humanity  
will even fail in part under the near-perfect conditions of the Millennium. 
 
 
Question 2: Why is there rank or hierarchy? 
 
Let’s avoid thinking that God's rewarding us or His granting us authority is in any 
way patronizing or playing favorites. 
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• God is well within His rights to reward people He deems worthy of reward. 
• This is a matter of God’s generosity and goodness. 
• The idea of rewards doesn’t imply that people are saved by works. 
• However, if we have works that survive the inspection of Christ, we will 

indeed be rewarded for them (for their quality). 
 
For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, 
because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what 
sort it is. If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a 
reward. If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be 
saved, yet so as through fire. (vv.11-15) 
 
Will God give authority to the unfaithful? “And behold, I am coming quickly, and 
My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.” (Rev. 22:12) 
 
Abraham asked, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is right?” It seems to 
make sense that Christ will judge us according to our faithfulness. 
 
 
1. Introduction: the end of the Millennium. 
 
The Millennium is a wonderful “Sabbath” – but then what? When all the purposes 
for the Millennium have been fulfilled, sovereignty will return to the Father. 
 
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. But each one in his 
own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. 
Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He 
puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign till He has 
put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. 
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For “He has put all things under His feet.” But when He says “all things are put 
under Him,” it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted. Now 
when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject 
to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all. (1 Cor. 15:24-28) 
 
 
2. The Final Rebellion. 
 
We have little information about this, but it results in Devil’s destruction. 
 
Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison 
and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, 
Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the sand 
of the sea. They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of 
the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and 
devoured them. The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented 
day and night forever and ever. (Rev. 20:7-10) 
 
 
3. The Great White Throne. 
 
This seems to be a final judgment covering: 
  

• People who had a natural body during the Millennium. 
• Everyone who wasn’t previously raised from death. 
• Even Death (as well as Hell/Hades, the temporary resting place of the 

wicked dead) is cast into the Lake of Fire. Death is being done away with! 
 
“Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” 
(Rev. 20:14-5) 
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4. A New Heaven and a New Earth. 
 
What are the main features of this new creation? 
 
4.1. Permanent righteousness. Peter says we’re looking for a new heaven and a 
new earth in which righteousness dwells. In eternity future, the love of God will 
be the underlying principle of all that is and all that happens. 
 
 
4.2. In the new creation God is fully present with His People. God will be present 
with us, and there will be perfect fellowship between God, redeemed humanity, 
and the holy angels.  
 
And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself 
will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more 
pain, for the former things have passed away.” Then He who sat on the throne 
said, “Behold, I make all things new. (Revelation 21:3-5a) 
  
 
5. The New Jerusalem and our eternal blessedness. 
 
God has given us just enough detail to be encouraged and excited! “Eye has not 
seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God 
has prepared for those who love Him.” (1 Cor. 2:9) 
 
5.1. Where is the New Jerusalem now? Perhaps it’s not yet in our “dimension.” 
But God is bringing His house here! 
 
A construction project 2,000 years in the making? 
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Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. (Rev. 21:2) 
 
 
5.2. Where will the New Jerusalem be situated? 
 
The City seems much too big to rest on top of the Earth. More likely, it will rest 
above the Earth at some distance, assuming our size calculations are good. 
 
 
5.3. How big is the New Jerusalem? 
 
The Millennial (earthly) Jerusalem will be large. Ezekiel says that Jerusalem will be 
4,500 measures (perhaps 10’ each) on each side. And this means that the earthly 
Jerusalem is perhaps 70 square miles.  
 
However, the New Jerusalem is enormous: The city is laid out as a square; its 
length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city with the reed: twelve 
thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are equal. (Rev. 21:16) 
 

• Revelation is full of number symbolism: 12 stands for Divine Government. 
“Twelve thousand” shows the fullness of the power of God’s government. 

• An English furlong was a surveyor’s measurement, one-eighth of a mile. 
• In Greek, John said the City was 12,000 stadia (plural of stadion). 
• A stadion was a stadium, but also the name of the original race that was 

run in the Olympic Games when they were first begun. 
• A stadion was a 200-yard sprint, therefore a stadion was about 600 feet. 
• This suggests that the New Jerusalem is close to 1400 miles on each side.  
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• This is roughly half the distance across the United States. 
• John also says the City is just as high as it is long. So, not only is it 1400 

miles square at the base, it’s also 1400 miles high! 
 
 
5.4. What is the shape of the City?   
 
The City’s dimensions lead people to speculate that it can only be one of two 
shapes: either a pyramid or a cube. Which one makes sense to you? 
 
 
5.5 What is the construction of the City? 
 
Next to seeing God Himself, nothing will ever blow your mind like seeing His City. 
A few highlights from Revelation 21: 
 

• The wall is 144 cubits, which is over 200 feet, and made of jasper. 
• Its twelve foundations are decorated with precious stones. 
• The city itself and its street are pure gold, so pure they are almost clear.  
• Each of the twelve gates is made from a single pearl. 
• It has no Temple because God and the Lamb are its Temple. 
• It has no need for lighting, because the glory of God illuminates it, and the 

Lamb is its light. 
 
 
5.6 Who is permitted in the City and who is excluded?  
 
Those who have served God will be there: And there shall be no more curse: but 
the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him… 
Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree 
of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. (Rev. 22:3, 14, KJV) 
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However: …outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers 
and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. (Rev. 22:15) 
 
John was given a wonderful word for those who have served, in Revelation 14:13: 
And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, “Write, Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord from henceforth.” “Yea,” saith the Spirit, “that they may rest 
from their labors; and their works do follow them.”  
 
 
5.7. What are we going to see there? Three wonderful details from Revelation 22: 
 

• A pure river of the water of life. 
• The Tree of Life. 
• The face of God and Christ!  

 
And they shall see his face… (Rev. 22:4) Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (1 John 3:2) 
 
 
 
Last Things: The Last Words of God and Christ 
 
Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said 
to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.” And He said to me, “It is 
done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the 
fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall 
inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. But the cowardly, 
unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all 
liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is 
the second death.” (Rev. 21:5-8) 
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“Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy 
of this book.” (Rev. 22:7) 
 
 
“And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one 
according to his work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, 
the First and the Last.” (Rev. 22:12-13) 
 
 
“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am 
the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.” (Rev. 22:16) 
He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” 
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! (Rev. 22:20) 
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