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1. What is the Rapture of the Church? 
 
The Rapture is the doctrine that near the end of the age, Jesus will remove from 
the Earth those who believe in Him, giving them their glorified (resurrection) 
bodies. This means that believers will not experience the end time wrath of God. 
 
 
 
2. Where do we find the Rapture in the Bible? 
 
The word rapture is not found in the Bible; however, the Rapture is a biblical 
teaching. This is the case with many other doctrines of the faith. Where do we see 
the Rapture taught in the Bible? 
 
 
2.1 The Rapture in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 
 
The most famous rapture passage begins at 1st Thessalonians 4:13.  
 
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have 
fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in 
Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and 
remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are 
asleep. 
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16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 
 
5:1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I 
should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord 
so comes as a thief in the night. 3 For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then 
sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. 
And they shall not escape. 
 
4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a 
thief. 5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of 
darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 
7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 
 
8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, 
but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that 
whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. 11 Therefore 
comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing. 
 
 
2.1.1. Christians who are living when Jesus comes will be raised from the dead 
together with those have fallen asleep in Christ. 
 
2.1.2. God has not appointed us to wrath. But believers in Christ cannot 
experience the wrath of God: He already poured out his wrath against your sin, 
when He poured it out upon Jesus, on the cross.  
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The wrath of God will surprise unbelievers, but not believers. For the world, the 
Rapture will be a catastrophe, since it marks the beginning of God’s wrath. 
 
 
2.2 The Rapture in 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 
 
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52 in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
 
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality. 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal 
has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: 
"Death is swallowed up in victory." 55 "O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, 
where is your victory?" 
 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to 
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
 
 
2.2.1. Paul calls the Rapture a mystery. In the Bible, a mystery is something that 
was not fully revealed in times past, but which God has now chosen to tell us. 
 
2.2.2. Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, and there is coming a 
generation that will become immortal without having to die.  
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2.3 The Rapture in Philippians 3 
 
20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be 
conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even 
to subdue all things to Himself. 
 
We will be transformed and receive a glorious body like Jesus now has! 
 
 
2.4 The Rapture in 1 John 3 
 
2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we 
shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as 
He is pure. 
 

• We will be like God, because in order to be in the fullness of God's presence 
and survive… you need to be like God! 

• There is coming a day, as Paul said in 1st Corinthians 13, when you shall 
know even as you are known. 

• You will be caught up. In Greek the word is harpazo, which means to catch 
up or to seize. The Latin translation of that word is raptus, which gives us 
our English word rapture.  

 
 
 
3. When is the Rapture? 
 
For 200 years or so the timing of the rapture has been hotly debated.  
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An important principle: But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels of heaven, but my Father only. (Matthew 24:36 KJV) 
 
There are several different views as to the timing of the Rapture, and we typically 
categorize them with reference to Daniel’s prophecy of the 70 Weeks. In other 
words, when will the Rapture take place in relation to those seven years – before, 
in the middle, at the end, or at some other time? 
 
 
3.1 The Pre-Tribulation Rapture 
 
The most common view among Evangelicals in the English-speaking world is the 
pre-tribulation rapture view. This view says that the Rapture happens before the 
last seven years. 
 
An important feature of this system is that the Rapture is “imminent” – it can 
occur at any moment. This is called the doctrine of imminence. 
 
Why do many people see the rapture as pretribulational? 
 
 
3.1.1. A pre-trib rapture satisfies the requirement that the Rapture happen at an 
unknown time. 
 
3.1.2. The pre-trib system takes into account the fact that God will not pour out 
His wrath upon believers. 
 
3.1.3. The pre-trib system also believes that there is a strong separation between 
the way that God deals with the church and how He deals with Israel. Pre-trib says 
the Church must be removed so God can once again focus His attention on Israel.  
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3.1.4 Finally, pre-trib asserts that the presence of the Holy Spirit within the 
Church is what is restraining evil in the world. In 2nd Thessalonians 2, Paul teaches 
that someone/something is keeping the Antichrist from being revealed. 
 
 
3.2 Mid-Tribulation Rapture. 
 
This theory says the Rapture will occur right in the middle of the seven years. 
 
Why do people hold to this belief? In 2nd Thessalonians 2, Paul says the Day of 
Christ will not come until the Man of Sin is revealed. If the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in the Church is keeping Antichrist from being revealed, and Antichrist is 
revealed in the middle of the week, that must be when the Church departs.  
 
This viewpoint has declined in popularity. A major problem of mid-trib is that one 
would seem to know when Jesus is coming. 
 
 
3.3 The Post-Tribulation Rapture 
 
The second-most popular theory is the post-tribulation viewpoint. As the name 
implies, post-trib says the Rapture happens at the end of the 70th Week. This 
means the church will go through the entire seven years or almost the entire 
seven years and will be preserved by God through His wrath. 
 
Why do people believe post-trib? 
 
3.3.1. There is no explicit text or indication in the Bible that God removes us from 
the difficulties of the seven years. In other words, pre-trib is only an argument 
from silence; it’s only an inference. In fact, post-trib would say that the Bible 
definitely shows the Church to be present on the Earth during the 70th Week. 
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3.3.2. Post-trib would also assert that the whole seven years is not the wrath of 
God. The Great Tribulation isn’t the wrath of God, but the wrath of the Devil. 
 
3.3.3. The New Testament only teaches one gathering to Jesus, not two phases 
separated by seven years. 
 
 

 
 

Chart by Lamorak, used by permission under Creative Commons License. 
 
 
 
3.4 The Prewrath Rapture  
 
The more recently developed prewrath view has already passed the mid-trib view 
in terms of its popularity and how much it is being discussed. 
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Prewrath adopts most post-trib arguments. However, prewrath (like the other 
views) says post-trib has a problem: it seems you know when Jesus is coming! 
 
In prewrath, the Rapture happens at some unknown time after the Antichrist is 
revealed, after the Abomination of Desolation at the midpoint of the 70th Week. 
 
Prewrath says that God’s wrath (and therefore the Rapture) doesn’t become 
imminent until we see the “cosmic signs,” such as the sun being turned to 
darkness and the moon to blood, described in several different books of the Bible. 
 

• Prewrath places those events in Revelation chapter 6, at the opening of the 
sixth seal. For this reason, some people call it a “sixth seal rapture.” 

 
• Prewrath says it’s only then that the Rapture becomes imminent (can 

happen at any moment). 
 
 

 
Chart by Alan Kurschner, used by permission under Creative Commons license. 
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3.5 So, what is Harvest Time’s position? 
 
The Assemblies of God holds to the pre-tribulation rapture view. The Assemblies 
of God believes that the Day of the Lord and the time of God's wrath is the entire 
70th Week of Daniel, in other words the entire seven years. The Assemblies of God 
makes available (at www.ag.org) a position paper explaining their stance in detail. 
 
No matter what your view, if you believe Jesus is coming again, the same Jesus 
who left, I can count you as a brother, even if you don’t believe the way I believe! 
 
 
 
4. Where does the “Marriage Supper of the Lamb” fit in to this? 
 
The actual phrase “marriage supper of the Lamb” only appears once, in  
Revelation 19:9: Write, “Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage 
supper of the Lamb.”  
 
The fact is that we simply don’t know what this supper is. There’s also in the Bible 
something called the Supper of the Great God, but that is a feast in which God 
invites the vultures to come and eat the bodies of the slain enemies of God and 
His people. (See: Revelation 19 and Ezekiel 39). 
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