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1. Antichrist: an overview. 
 
Antichrist is the last days enemy of God and His people. He represents: 
 

• The ultimate expression of the Gentile world's hatred of Israel. 
• The ultimate expression of Satan's hatred of Christ. 
• The ultimate expression of Man's opposition to God. 

 
 
 
2. The character of Antichrist is displayed in his names. 
 
2.1. The Beast: highlighting his cruelty and viciousness. 
 
2.2. The Man of Lawlessness: defying God’s laws; changing times and seasons. 
 
2.3. Son of Perdition (Destruction): the epitome of those who cause destruction. 
 
2.4. Antichrist: 
 
In English, anti means “opposite.” But in Greek, anti could also mean instead of, 
or as a substitute for. Therefore, strictly speaking, Antichrist isn’t the opposite of 
Christ. It means he is presented to people as a substitute for Christ.  
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3. Three different aspects of the “antichrist” concept. 
 
3.1. The Bible says there are many antichrists. 
 
Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so 
now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. (1 
John 2:18, ESV) 
 
Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he 
who denies the Father and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father. 
Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. (1 John 2:23, ESV) 
 
John says that if you deny Jesus, you don’t have the Father either! 
 
 
3.2. There is also the spirit of the antichrist, which works to prepare the world for 
the personal Antichrist. 
 
1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you 
know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. 
This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the 
world already. 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he 
who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are from the world; 
therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from 
God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to 
us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. (1 John 4:1-6, ESV) 
 
This spirit opposes the Gospel and spreads false doctrine. The most important 
question: is Jesus of Nazareth the chosen one of God who became incarnate? 
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3.3. Finally, there is the personal Antichrist, an actual man who will fully embody 
these evil principles in himself.  
 
1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 
together to Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either 
by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had 
come. 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless 
the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 
who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, 
so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 
 
5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 6 
And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time.7 
For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will 
do so until He is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, 
whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the 
brightness of His coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the 
working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders,10 and with all 
unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the 
love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this reason God will send 
them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12 that they all may be 
condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  (2 
Thessalonians 2:1-12)  
 
 
 
4. The course of the Gentile empires in world history. 
 
The Antichrist represents the height of Man’s power and opposition to God. Two 
important dreams in the Book of Daniel speak of Gentile world-empires. 
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These dreams describe history from two different perspectives: 
 

• Daniel chapter 2: King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a giant statue. 
• Daniel chapter 7: Daniel dreams about wild beasts. 

 
 
4.1. Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (Dan. 2:31-45) 
 
31 “You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, 
whose splendor was excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome. 32 
This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs 
of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 You 
watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its 
feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the 
bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together, and became like chaff from 
the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away so that no trace of them 
was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and 
filled the whole earth. 
 
36 “This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king. 37 
You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, 
power, strength, and glory; 38 and wherever the children of men dwell, or the 
beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven, He has given them into your hand, 
and has made you ruler over them all—you are this head of gold. 39 But after you 
shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours; then another, a third kingdom of 
bronze, which shall rule over all the earth.  
 
40 And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in 
pieces and shatters everything; and like iron that crushes, that kingdom will break 
in pieces and crush all the others.  
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41 Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, 
the kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you 
saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. 
 
42 And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the 
kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile. 43 As you saw iron mixed with 
ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but they will not adhere to 
one another, just as iron does not mix with clay. 44 And in the days of these kings 
the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the 
kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 45 Inasmuch as you saw that the stone 
was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, 
the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has made known to 
the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its 
interpretation is sure.” (Daniel 2:31-45, NKJV)  
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Most scholars see this statue as various empires which persecuted God’s people: 
 

• The head of gold is Babylon. (606–539 BC) 
• The silver chest and arms represent the Medo-Persians. (539–331 BC) 
• Next, Alexander’s Empire and the four pieces into which it split. (331–146 

BC) This is represented by the belly and thighs of bronze. 
 
People debate the identity of the next empire. Most think it was Rome. 
 

• Rome didn’t completely fall in 476 AD; the Eastern Empire went on until 
1453 AD, when they lost the capital of Constantinople to the Muslims. The 
lower parts of the two legs may represent the two divisions of Rome. 

• Others say the fourth empire was actually the Islamic Caliphate, because 
that matches up better with the description in the text than Rome does. 

• The ten toes are ten kings, and we will see those kings again in Daniel 
chapter 7. Those ten kings will give their authority to the Antichrist. 

• The stone is Jesus and His kingdom – a stone not cut by human hands! 
 
 
4.2. Daniel’s Vision of the Beasts: Daniel 7:1-28 
 
1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of 
his head while on his bed. Then he wrote down the dream, telling the main facts. 
2 Daniel spoke, saying, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of 
heaven were stirring up the Great Sea. 3 And four great beasts came up from the 
sea, each different from the other. 4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s 
wings. I watched till its wings were plucked off; and it was lifted up from the earth 
and made to stand on two feet like a man, and a man’s heart was given to it. 
 
5 “And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was raised up on one side, 
and had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And they said thus to it: ‘Arise, 
devour much flesh!’ 
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6 “After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard, which had on its back 
four wings of a bird. The beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 
7 “After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and 
terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, breaking in 
pieces, and trampling the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts 
that were before it, and it had ten horns.  
8 I was considering the horns, and there was another horn, a little one, coming up 
among them, before whom three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots. 
And there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking 
pompous words. 
 
9 “I watched till thrones were put in place, and the Ancient of Days was seated; 
His garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head was like pure wool. His 
throne was a fiery flame, its wheels a burning fire; 10 A fiery stream issued and 
came forth from before Him. A thousand thousands ministered to Him; ten 
thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and the 
books were opened. 
 
11 “I watched then because of the sound of the pompous words which the horn 
was speaking; I watched till the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given 
to the burning flame. 12 As for the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion 
taken away, yet their lives were prolonged for a season and a time. 
 
13 “I was watching in the night visions, and behold, One like the Son of Man, 
coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, 
and they brought Him near before Him. 14 Then to Him was given dominion and 
glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. 
His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His 
kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed. 
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15 “I, Daniel, was grieved in my spirit within my body, and the visions of my head 
troubled me. 16 I came near to one of those who stood by, and asked him the 
truth of all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of these 
things: 17 ‘Those great beasts, which are four, are four kings which arise out of 
the earth. 18 But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and 
possess the kingdom forever, even forever and ever.’ 
 
19 “Then I wished to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was different 
from all the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its nails of 
bronze, which devoured, broke in pieces, and trampled the residue with its feet; 20 
and the ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn which came up, 
before which three fell, namely, that horn which had eyes and a mouth which 
spoke pompous words, whose appearance was greater than his fellows. 
 
21 “I was watching; and the same horn was making war against the saints, and 
prevailing against them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came, and a judgment was 
made in favor of the saints of the Most High, and the time came for the saints to 
possess the kingdom. 
 
23 “Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, 
which shall be different from all other kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, 
trample it and break it in pieces. 24 The ten horns are ten kings who shall arise 
from this kingdom. And another shall rise after them; he shall be different from 
the first ones, and shall subdue three kings. 
 
25 He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, shall persecute the 
saints of the Most High, and shall intend to change times and law. Then the saints 
shall be given into his hand for a time and times and half a time. 26 ‘But the court 
shall be seated, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and destroy it 
forever. 
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27 Then the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under the 
whole heaven, shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High. His 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him.’ 
28 “This is the end of the account. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly troubled 
me, and my countenance changed; but I kept the matter in my heart.” 
 
Notice again there are four empires, with the fourth one apparently in two parts. 
It is dissolved but comes back in the form of ten kings. The Antichrist, then, is the 
11th horn, a little horn that sprouts up and plucks up three out of the ten.  
 
 
4.3. Daniel chapters 11-12 
 
At the end of Daniel 11, Daniel begins to speak about an evil end time ruler, and 
this is the Antichrist. 
 
36 “And the king shall do as he wills. He shall exalt himself and magnify himself 
above every god, and shall speak astonishing things against the God of gods. He 
shall prosper till the indignation is accomplished; for what is decreed shall be 
done. 37 He shall pay no attention to the gods of his fathers, or to the one beloved 
by women. He shall not pay attention to any other god, for he shall magnify 
himself above all. 38 He shall honor the god of fortresses instead of these. A god 
whom his fathers did not know he shall honor with gold and silver, with precious 
stones and costly gifts. 39 He shall deal with the strongest fortresses with the help 
of a foreign god. Those who acknowledge him he shall load with honor. He shall 
make them rulers over many and shall divide the land for a price. 
 
40 “At the time of the end, the king of the south shall attack him, but the king of 
the north shall rush upon him like a whirlwind, with chariots and horsemen, and 
with many ships. And he shall come into countries and shall overflow and pass 
through.  
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41 He shall come into the glorious land. And tens of thousands shall fall, but these 
shall be delivered out of his hand: Edom and Moab and the main part of the 
Ammonites. 42 He shall stretch out his hand against the countries, and the land of 
Egypt shall not escape. 43 He shall become ruler of the treasures of gold and of 
silver, and all the precious things of Egypt, and the Libyans and the Cushites shall 
follow in his train. 
 
44 But news from the east and the north shall alarm him, and he shall go out with 
great fury to destroy and devote many to destruction. 45 And he shall pitch his 
palatial tents between the sea and the glorious holy mountain. Yet he shall come 
to his end, with none to help him. 
 
1 “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your 
people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there 
was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, 
everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. (Dan. 11:36-12:1, ESV)  
  
Some nations slip through his fingers or rebel against him. Edom, probably 
present-day Jordan, appears to slip out of his grasp. 
 
 
 
5. What is the nationality of Antichrist? 
 
The Antichrist’s nationality is much debated. Many claim he will be a Jew, but 
there doesn’t seem to be strong evidence to support that idea. Most people 
believe he is a Roman, but that doesn’t necessarily make him a European. 
 
 
5.1. OT References to the Assyrian: this means he’s from the Assyrian Empire, not 
modern Syria. This is an ancient view.  
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5.2. Rome and the Middle East: a Roman could still be a Middle Easterner.  
 
 
5.3. Daniel 9 could support a Middle Eastern Antichrist. 
 
... the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary… (Daniel 9:26b)  
 
The Roman troops at Jerusalem were largely Syrians and other Middle Easterners. 
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6. The Antichrist’s Regime. 
 
He exalts himself above everything that is called God. He creates a regime in 
which people are forced to serve him in order to buy and sell. 
 
1 Then I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, 
having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads 
a blasphemous name. 2 Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet 
were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon 
gave him his power, his throne, and great authority. 3 And I saw one of his heads 
as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And all the 
world marveled and followed the beast. 4 So they worshiped the dragon who gave 
authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the 
beast? Who is able to make war with him?” 
 
5 And he was given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was 
given authority to continue for forty-two months. 6 Then he opened his mouth in 
blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who 
dwell in heaven. 7 It was granted to him to make war with the saints and to 
overcome them. And authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. 
8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written 
in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
 
9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 10 He who leads into captivity shall go into 
captivity; he who kills with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the 
patience and the faith of the saints. 
 
11 Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two horns like 
a lamb and spoke like a dragon. 12 And he exercises all the authority of the first 
beast in his presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship 
the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
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13 He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven 
on the earth in the sight of men. 14 And he deceives those who dwell on the earth 
by those signs which he was granted to do in the sight of the beast, telling those 
who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who was wounded by the 
sword and lived. 15 He was granted power to give breath to the image of the 
beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would 
not worship the image of the beast to be killed. 16 He causes all, both small and 
great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on 
their foreheads, 17 and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark 
or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. 
 
18 Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the 
beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is 666. 
(Rev. 13:1-18)  
 
 
 
Common questions about the Antichrist’s reign 
 
6.1. What is the deadly head wound? Revelation suggests that one of the heads of 
the beast is raised, meaning an empire and not a person. 
 
6.2. What is the Mark of the Beast? The Greek seems to indicate something 
physical, an imprinted mark. 
 
6.3. What does “666” mean? Six is the number of Man, so tripling this number 
could mean that people want to make Man into God.  
 
Be aware of the Solomon connection: his apostasy and his 666 talents of gold. 
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6.4. Who is the False Prophet? 
 
His goal will probably be to unite all religions in the worship of the Antichrist.  
 
Revelation seems to speak of a worldwide system of false religion that will unite 
people and, for a time, even control the Antichrist system. However, at some 
point the ten kings who make up Antichrist’s power base will destroy the 
“Prostitute”. In the future only one worship will be permitted, and that is the 
worship of the Antichrist.  
 
 
 
7. What is the ultimate destiny of the Antichrist? 
 
In the midst of the final week, Antichrist commits the abomination of desolation 
that Jesus spoke about in Matthew 24. Paul discusses it also in 2 Thessalonians 2. 
Persecution follows until the return of Jesus Christ, who destroys him and the 
False Prophet.  
 
And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered 
together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. 
And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles 
before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, 
and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire 
burning with brimstone. (Rev. 19:19-20) 
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