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1. What was God’s purpose in calling Israel? 
 
God wanted to call out a people who would reveal Him. How would they do that? 
 
 
1.1 By receiving and sharing His Word. 
Almost the entire Bible was written by Jews. 
 
1.2. By being a light to the nations. 
Israel would be a nation of priests, teaching the Gentiles the nature of God and 
revealing His glory. 
 

1. Teaching the nations about the character and holiness of God. 
2. Teaching the nations about Man's sinfulness and need of redemption. 
3. Jesus said, “You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, 

for salvation is of the Jews.”  (John 4:22) 
 
 
1.3. By bringing forth the Redeemer. 
The line of Messiah would run through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob: 
 
…to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 
worship, and the promises.  To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, 
according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen. 
(Romans 9:4-5 ESV) 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 



 2 

2. Their call and shaping as a nation. 
 
God did not choose Israel out of favoritism, but purely as a matter of His grace.  
 
“For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen 
you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the face 
of the earth.  The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you 
were more in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; 
but because the LORD loves you, and because He would keep the oath which He 
swore to your fathers, the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand, and 
redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. (Deuteronomy 7:6-8) 
 
Being chosen by God brought wonderful blessings, but also discipline. 
 
2.1 The Patriarchs 
God appeared to Abraham in Ur, in Mesopotamia, and called him out of idolatry. 
In Genesis 15, God made a covenant with him: 
 
Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in 
a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four 
hundred years. And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they 
shall come out with great possessions. Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers 
in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. But in the fourth generation they 
shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”  
 
….On the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your 
descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 
River Euphrates— the Kenites, the Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the 
Jebusites."  (See: Genesis 15:13-21) 
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2.2 Bondage in Egypt 400 years 
God confirmed His covenant to Abraham’s son Isaac, then to Isaac’s son Jacob. 
Jacob's name was changed to Israel, which means a "prince with God." Jacob had 
12 sons who became 12 tribes. 
 
2.3 The Exodus 
God chose Moses to bring the people out of bondage into their own Land. 
 
2.4 Covenant at Sinai 
God appeared at Mount Sinai and made His Covenant with them:  
 
“You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings 
and brought you to Myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and 
keep My covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for 
all the earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation…" (Exodus 19:4-6) 
 
The Law promised blessings for obedience and punishment for disobedience: 
 
“Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God, 
to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the 
LORD your God will set you high above all nations of the earth. And all these 
blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of 
the LORD your God…” (Deut. 28:1-2) 
 
Moses said disobedience would mean chastisement and captivity: 
 
“And you shall become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword among all 
nations where the LORD will drive you.” (Deut. 28:37) 
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3. The two prophesied Exiles. 
In addition to the Babylonian Captivity, the Romans caused a second exile, this 
one more or less worldwide, which would begin to end in the latter days. 
 
25“When you father children and children's children, and have grown old in the 
land, if you act corruptly by making a carved image in the form of anything, and 
by doing what is evil in the sight of the Lord your God, so as to provoke him to 
anger, 26 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that you will soon 
utterly perish from the land that you are going over the Jordan to possess. You will 
not live long in it, but will be utterly destroyed. 27 And the Lord will scatter you 
among the peoples, and you will be left few in number among the nations where 
the Lord will drive you. 28 And there you will serve gods of wood and stone, the 
work of human hands, that neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. 29 But from 
there you will seek the Lord your God and you will find him, if you search after him 
with all your heart and with all your soul. 30 When you are in tribulation, and all 
these things come upon you in the latter days, you will return to the Lord your God 
and obey his voice. 31 For the Lord your God is a merciful God. He will not leave 
you or destroy you or forget the covenant with your fathers that he swore to 
them. (Deut. 4:25-31 ESV) 
 
Gabriel had said, “...Messiah shall be cut off… and the people of the prince who is 
to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.” (Daniel 9:26) 
 
 
4. Regathered in unbelief. 
Israel would exist for a long time outside their national home, but God would 
cause them to live again, and their national fortunes would be restored: 
 
In the latter years you [the evil prince Gog] will come into the land of those 
brought back from the sword and gathered from many people on the mountains 
of Israel, which had long been desolate; they were brought out of the nations, and 
now all of them dwell safely. (Ezekiel 38:8) 
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This means there will be a regathering of Israel in their land before they receive 
the testimony of Jesus as Messiah. 
 

• In Ezekiel 38 how God says this will happen in the latter years. 
• We who live today can see a nation of Jewish people who have been 

regathered, although not yet believing in Jesus. 
 
 
5. The Time of Jacob’s Trouble. 
There is one more furnace of affliction through which Israel must pass, during the 
70th Week of Daniel – the seven-year period before Jesus returns.  
 
In the middle of that “week” they will be double-crossed by the Antichrist. This 
begins the Great Tribulation. The OT also calls it the Time of Jacob’s Trouble. 
 
5.1 Moses said evil would befall them in the last days 
Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may speak 
these words in their ears, and call heaven and earth to record against them. For I 
know that after my death ye will utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn aside from 
the way which I have commanded you; and evil will befall you in the latter days; 
because ye will do evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to anger through 
the work of your hands. (Deut. 31:28-29) 
 
5.2 Confirmed in Jeremiah 
1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2 “Thus speaks the 
LORD God of Israel, saying: ‘Write in a book for yourself all the words that I have 
spoken to you. 3 For behold, the days are coming,’ says the LORD, ‘that I will bring 
back from captivity My people Israel and Judah,’ says the LORD. ‘And I will cause 
them to return to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it.’” 
                                                                                                                                     (over >) 
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4 Now these are the words that the LORD spoke concerning Israel and Judah. 5 
“For thus says the LORD: ‘We have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not of 
peace. 6 Ask now, and see, whether a man is ever in labor with child? So why do I 
see every man with his hands on his loins like a woman in labor, and all faces 
turned pale? 
 
7 Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s 
trouble, but he shall be saved out of it. 8 ‘For it shall come to pass in that day,’ 
says the LORD of hosts, ‘that I will break his yoke from your neck, and will burst 
your bonds; foreigners shall no more enslave them. 9 But they shall serve the 
LORD their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up for them. 
 
10 ‘Therefore do not fear, O My servant Jacob,’ says the LORD, ‘Nor be dismayed, 
O Israel; For behold, I will save you from afar, and your seed from the land of their 
captivity. Jacob shall return, have rest and be quiet, and no one shall make him 
afraid. 11 For I am with you,’ says the LORD, ‘to save you; though I make a full end 
of all nations where I have scattered you, yet I will not make a complete end of 
you. But I will correct you in justice, and will not let you go altogether unpunished.’ 
(Jeremiah 30:1-11) 
 
 
5.3 Great trouble foreseen in Daniel  
1 “At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch over the 
sons of your people; And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation, even to that time. And at that time your people shall be 
delivered, every one who is found written in the book…. 
                                                                                                                                     (over >) 
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5 Then I, Daniel, looked; and there stood two others, one on this riverbank and the 
other on that riverbank. 6 And one said to the man clothed in linen, who was 
above the waters of the river, “How long shall the fulfillment of these wonders 
be?” 7 Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the 
river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by 
Him who lives forever, that it shall be for a time, times, and half a time; and when 
the power of the holy people has been completely shattered, all these things shall 
be finished.  (Daniel 12:1; 5-7) 
 
The NT shows this to us somewhat symbolically, in Revelation 12: 
 
1 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was 
pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 3 And 
another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads 
and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. 4 His tail swept down a third of 
the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the 
woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might 
devour it.  
 
5 She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of 
iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne, 6 and the woman fled 
into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be 
nourished for 1,260 days. 
 
7 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. 
And the dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but he was defeated, and there was 
no longer any place for them in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was thrown 
down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the 
whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown 
down with him. 
                                                                                                                                     (over >) 
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10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power 
and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the 
accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night 
before our God. 11 And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by 
the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. 12 
Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth 
and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows 
that his time is short!” 
 
13 And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he 
pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was 
given the two wings of the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into 
the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, 
and half a time. 15 The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the 
woman, to sweep her away with a flood. 16 But the earth came to the help of the 
woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon 
had poured from his mouth. 17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman 
and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the 
commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus.... (Rev. 12:1-17a ESV) 
 
 
5.4 The full harvest of antisemitism 
In the Time of Jacob’s Trouble, we see the full harvest of antisemitism. It is a 
demonically inspired hatred! The enemy will inspire hatred of whatever God 
chooses, whatever God sets His love upon. The Devil will fail in his attempt to  
cause the Word of God to fail. But God will preserve His ancient people.  
 
35 Thus says the LORD, who gives the sun for a light by day, the ordinances of the 
moon and the stars for a light by night, Who disturbs the sea, and its waves roar 
(the LORD of hosts is His name): 
                                                                                                                                     (over >) 
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36 “If those ordinances depart from before Me, says the LORD, then the seed of 
Israel shall also cease from being a nation before Me forever.” 37 Thus says the 
LORD: “If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth 
searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have 
done, says the LORD. (Jer. 31:35-37 NKJV) 
 
Satanic jealousy will help to drive the final rebellion before Jesus returns: 
 
1 Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 2 The kings of the earth 
set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and 
against his Anointed, saying, 3 “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their 
cords from us.” 4 He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in 
derision. 5 Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, 
saying, 6 “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” (Psalm 2:1-6) 
 
God gets to choose what King He wants, what people He wants, what nation He 
wants, and what City. The issue of Jerusalem and its ownership is a primary issue 
of the last days and Satan desires to own the City of God. 
 
Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling to all the people round about, 
when they shall be in the siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. And in 
that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden 
themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be 
gathered together against it. (Zech. 12:2-3) 
 
 
6. Messiah Jesus and the salvation of Israel. 
What Israel will experience before Jesus returns is part of their final discipline 
before the Kingdom Age. God will break all pride and resistance against God and 
against His grace. They will not fully understand it until the end of the age. 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________



 10 

Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, 
when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who 
lives forever, that it shall be for a time, times, and half a time; and when the 
power of the holy people has been completely shattered, all these things shall be 
finished. (Daniel 12:7) 
 
Behold, the storm of the Lord! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will 
burst upon the head of the wicked. The anger of the Lord will not turn back until 
he has executed and accomplished the intents of his heart. In the latter days you 
will understand it clearly. (Jer. 23:18-20 ESV) 
 
“When I have brought them back from the peoples and gathered them out of their 
enemies’ lands, and I am hallowed in them in the sight of many nations, then they 
shall know that I am the LORD their God, who sent them into captivity among the 
nations, but also brought them back to their land, and left none of them captive 
any longer. And I will not hide My face from them anymore; for I shall have poured 
out My Spirit on the house of Israel,” says the Lord GOD. (Ezek. 39:27-29) 
 
 
 
7. The purpose of Israel’s “fall and rise.” 
They will fall and rise so that the grace of God might be glorified and 
demonstrated to both the Jews and the Gentiles. 
 
11 I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But through 
their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. 12 Now 
if their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how 
much more their fullness! 
                                                                                                                                     (over >) 
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13 For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I 
magnify my ministry, 14 if by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who are 
my flesh and save some of them. 15 For if their being cast away is the reconciling 
of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?....  
 
25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest 
you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to 
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be 
saved, as it is written: “The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob; 27 For this is My covenant with them, when I take away 
their sins.” 
 
28 Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning the 
election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers. 29 For the gifts and the 
calling of God are irrevocable. 30 For as you were once disobedient to God, yet 
have now obtained mercy through their disobedience, 31 even so these also have 
now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may obtain 
mercy. 32 For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have 
mercy on all. 
 
33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! 
(Romans 11:11-15, 25-33) 
 
 
That great day is coming when Israel will see Him and receive Him: 
 
“They will look upon Me whom they have pierced and they shall mourn for Him.” 
(Zech. 12:10) 
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