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Preliminary thoughts on Matthew 24: 
 

• Jesus is not listing every end time event here. 
• Many additional details were revealed by the Apostles in later years. 
• Jesus is giving us a thumbnail sketch of the prophetic events that will be 

vital for people living at the end of the age, especially those in Israel.  
 
 
Verses 1-2: 1 Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples 
came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. 2 And Jesus said to them, “Do 
you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left 
here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” 
 

• This happened during the week of Jesus' passion. 
• About 40 years after Jesus spoke these words, they were literally fulfilled.  
• Jesus’ words must have truly shaken the disciples. 

  
 
Verse 3: Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him 
privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of 
Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 
 

• Perhaps they came to Him privately because they were embarrassed that 
they did not understand what He was getting at. 
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• They asked a twofold question: 
 

o First, what is the sign of His coming, His parousia? 
o A parousia is a kingly arrival. 
o Second, what will be the sign of the end of the age? 

 
• They correctly connected these two questions. 

 
 
 
Verses 4-5: 4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one 
deceives you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will 
deceive many.  
 

• The Lord’s first warning was about religious deception: many would claim 
to be the Christ (Messiah). 

• Ultimately the world will see the final Antichrist, but there will first be many 
lesser antichrists. 

• Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is 
coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is 
the last hour. (1 John 2:18) 

• The Scriptural test for an antichrist is simply someone who denies that Jesus 
is the Christ. However, we usually reserve the term for those who oppose 
Jesus and His work, or who seek to substitute someone for Him. Examples: 
 

o Reverend Moon 
o New Age religions that teach that Jesus was not the Christ 
o Islam, as it denies Jesus’ Sonship, Sacrifice and Messiahship 
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Verses 6-8: 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not 
troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For 
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be 
famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the 
beginning of sorrows. 
 

• There will be both the tragedy of war and the fear of war breaking out. But 
this is not necessarily a sign that the end will be immediate. 

• There will be wars, possibly ethnic wars (from the Greek ethne.) 
• Jesus called these events the beginning of sorrows or, more literally, birth 

pangs.  
 
There are different conceptions of the “beginning of sorrows.” 
 

• Some see these events as having taken place all throughout church history. 
In other words, we are already living in this time period. 

• Others believe that all these events take place inside the 70th Week of 
Daniel (the last seven years). 

• Both those views could be correct. However, at the start of the 70th Week 
God may begin to release things He never has before. 

• Many people see a direct connection between the events in Revelation (the 
seals) and Jesus’ outline of events here in Matthew 24. 

 
 
Verses 9-14: 9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you 
will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 10 And then many will be 
offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 11 Then many false 
prophets will rise up and deceive many.12 And because lawlessness will abound, 
the love of many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be 
saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a 
witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. 
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• People will be hated by all nations because of the Name of Jesus! 
• Even at the battle of Armageddon in Revelation 19, the hatred and the 

opposition are against God and against His anointed one. 
• Betrayal will be an important element in this persecution, as it has been so 

many times in church history. 
• False prophets will arise and deceive many people. A false prophet is 

someone who points you to a false Christ. During the 70th Week, the False 
Prophet will point people to the false Christ. 

• People will need to maintain a red hot, fervent love for Jesus in order to 
hold on to Him and endure the persecution. 

• Jesus ends this section on a note of faith: the Gospel cannot be stopped, 
and it will be preached all over the world. 

 
 
Verses 15-22: 15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him 
understand), 16 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.  
17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his 
house. 18 And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 19 But woe 
to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those 
days! 20 And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For 
then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of 
the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless those days were 
shortened, no flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be 
shortened. 
 

• Jesus now gives a time marker, and specifically references Daniel’s words 
concerning the Abomination of Desolation (“AOD” for short).  

• This is the answer to the question that the disciples asked Jesus privately: 
What will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age? 
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• Daniel and Revelation reveal that the AOD will take place precisely at the 
midpoint of the 70th Week. That day marks the beginning of what Jesus 
called the Great Tribulation, which will last 1260 days (42 months). 

• Notice that the AOD will stand in the Holy Place. Antichrist and his idol(s) 
will be placed within in a rebuilt Temple in Jerusalem. This agrees with 2 
Thessalonians 2. 

• The Jews will have resumed their sacrifices, but Antichrist will cause 
sacrifices to stop in the midst of the week. 

• Persecution of Jews will begin. People living in Jerusalem will then need to 
flee without delay. Jesus seems to prophesy that Sabbath restrictions on 
travel will continue to increase in Israel. 

• The Lord speaks of great tribulation. The Greek is stronger: it means the 
tribulation, the great one. 

• This period is also called the time of Jacob's trouble. 
• There is much speculation over Jesus’ saying the days will be shortened. 

 
 
Verses 23-28: 23 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ 
do not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great 
signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you 
beforehand. 26 “Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go 
out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning 
comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of 
Man be. 28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered 
together. 
 

• The world is hungry for the supernatural and can easily be swayed by it. 
• Paul says in 2 Thess. 2 that the coming of the Lawless One will be according 

to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders. John says 
in Rev. 13 that the False Prophet will cause fire to fall out of heaven. 
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• People debate under what possible guise the Antichrist might come. 
 

o Will Antichrist and False Prophet come as Muslim leaders? 
o Will the human race unify under a new global religion that looks to 

“alien saviors”? 
o The Bible says people will also worship the Dragon who gives his 

authority to the Beast. 
o Others envision Antichrist as a bloodthirsty political ruler – someone 

perhaps outwardly secular but supported by New Age religion. 
 

• Jesus doesn’t give us those details. His concern is for people to know that 
He is coming from Heaven, like lightning. 

• Matthew 24:28, concerning the vultures, is much debated. It is thought to 
have been an expression meaning that something is obvious. 

 
 
Verses 29-31: 29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and 
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see 
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. 
 

• The sign of the sun being turned to darkness and the moon to blood is seen 
in multiple Old and New Testament passages: Isaiah, Joel, Jesus in the 
Gospels, and John in Revelation 6. 

• We are not told in Scripture what the sign of the Son of Man is. 
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Verses 32-35: 32 “Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has 
already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that 
summer is near. 33 So you also, when you see all these things, know that it is 
near—at the doors! 34 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means 
pass away till all these things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
My words will by no means pass away. 
 

• This is not a reference to Israel, as is often taught, but only a parable. 
• The generation which sees these things will not pass away until Jesus 

comes. This is not a time reference for people to set dates with! 
 
 
Verses 36-44: 36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 
heaven, but My Father only. 37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the 
coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the days before the flood, they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, 
so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 
 
40 Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other 
left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other 
left. 42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is 
coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour 
the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be 
broken into. 44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
hour you do not expect. 
 

• A famous warning from Jesus: no one knows the time of His coming. 
• One generation of Christians will avoid physical death (1 Corinthians 15).  
• God will raise the dead in Christ and change living believers so that they 

receive their resurrection bodies without undergoing death. (1 Thess. 4) 
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• The timing of the Rapture (relative to other events in the 70th Week) has 
been the subject of heated debate over the past 200 years.  

 
 
Jesus then compares the days before his coming to the days of Noah. In one of 
the other gospels, He also refers to the days of Lot.  
 

• Careless and unsuspecting people will be swept away in judgment when 
God's people are removed, just as in in the days of Noah and Lot. 

• Jesus concludes by saying to be ready, because we simply don't know when 
He is coming – and it will be at an hour that we do not expect. 

 
 
The focus of prophecy is that we be prepared, not necessarily that we know 
everything that's going on. 
 
Prophecy was not given to us so that we could prophesy. 
 
Believers in Jesus in every generation must not live in fear, but live instead in 
joyous anticipation that Jesus could come during their lifetimes. 
 
Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus! 
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