
Things To Come   Session 04: God’s Timeline: Daniel’s Prophecy Of The 70 Weeks 
 
Questions: pastornick@htchurch.com                      Watch: https://www.youtube.com/@htchurch 
 
Examining one of the most remarkable prophecies: Daniel 9:1-3, 17-27. 
 
1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the Medes, who 
was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans— 2 in the first year of his reign I, 
Daniel, understood by the books the number of the years specified by the word of 
the LORD through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish seventy years 
in the desolations of Jerusalem. 3 Then I set my face toward the Lord God to make 
request by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes…. 
 
17 Now therefore, our God, hear the prayer of Your servant, and his supplications, 
and for the Lord’s sake cause Your face to shine on Your sanctuary, which is 
desolate. 18 O my God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your eyes and see our 
desolations, and the city which is called by Your name; for we do not present our 
supplications before You because of our righteous deeds, but because of Your 
great mercies. 19 O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act! Do not 
delay for Your own sake, my God, for Your city and Your people are called by Your 
name.” 
 
20 Now while I was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my 
people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy 
mountain of my God, 21 yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, 
whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, 
reached me about the time of the evening offering. 22 And he informed me, and 
talked with me, and said, “O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to 
understand. 23 At the beginning of your supplications the command went out, and 
I have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter, 
and understand the vision: 
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24 “Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city, to finish 
the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to 
bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint 
the Most Holy. 
 
25 “Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the command 
To restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven 
weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in 
troublesome times. 
 
26 “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; 
and the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war 
desolations are determined. 
 
27 Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in the middle of 
the week he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of 
abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even until the consummation, 
which is determined, is poured out on the desolate.” 
 
 
 
1. What are these 70 Weeks? 
 
The first thing to understand is that the 70 weeks is a period of 490 years. These 
weeks are not weeks of seven days: they’re weeks of seven years. 
 
1A. The Hebrew text reads not as “70 weeks” but “70 sevens.”  
 
In the Hebrew, the word translated as “week” is really the word for “seven.” So, 
what Gabriel actually said was “70 sevens are determined for your people.”  
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The number seven is critical to the Hebrew Calendar: 
 

• Not does Israel have a seven of days, they also have a seven of weeks. 
• There's also the seventh month, that contains important Fall festivals. 
• Every seventh year they celebrated the year of release. 
• There was also a seven of seven years or 49 years, followed by the 50th 

year, called the Year of Jubilee. 
 
 
1B. The context of Daniel 9 shows that these are 70 sets of seven years.   
 
The Jewish people had been sent by God into captivity, to Babylon, for 70 years. 
Why not 50 or 100 years? It has everything to do with this prophecy.  
 

• When the Babylonians were about to destroy Jerusalem, God gave the Jews 
a chance to keep the year of release and be blessed. After agreeing to do 
so, the people went back on their word and refused to release their slaves. 
God therefore “released” them to Babylon. 
 

• For centuries the people had been disobeying God’s command to let the 
land lie fallow every seventh year. Now God would make sure the land got 
its sabbaths. 
 

• The land would enjoy 70 sabbaths because there had been 490 years in 
which the people had disobeyed, and the land did not get its Sabbaths. So, 
Israel was captive for 70 years because they owed the land 70 Sabbaths.  
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…they burned the house of God, broke down the wall of Jerusalem, burned all its 
palaces with fire, and destroyed all its precious possessions. And those who 
escaped from the sword he carried away to Babylon… to fulfill the word of the 
LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her Sabbaths. As long 
as she lay desolate she kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years. (2 Chron. 36:19-21) 
 
 
 
2. Another 490 Years Are Given 
 
490 years were determined upon Jerusalem or decreed for the people in which to 
do certain things:  
 
“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city, 
To finish the transgression, to make an end of sins, 
To make reconciliation for iniquity, 
To bring in everlasting righteousness, 
To seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. (Dan. 9:24) 
 
 

• These are all things God wants to be accomplished in another set of 70 
sevens. They had disobeyed for 70 sevens, but now God was giving them 
another 70 sevens. 
 

• When Jesus spoke about forgiving “70 times seven” He was reminding 
people of Daniel 9 and teaching us the bigger lesson: 490 stands for God 
forgiving His people and giving them another chance to accomplish their 
original mission – only this time with His power! 
 

• When we fall flat on our faces, God graciously forgives, and gives us 
another chance to fulfill our task. 
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3. How long are these years? 
 
These years are not 365 days long, but 360 days long. 
 

• The length of a month in ancient times seems to have been 30 days only.  
• Ancient peoples had a circle of 360 degrees, and we still do today. 
• The prophecy itself seems to reveal that these are years of 360 days. 

 
 
 
4. When do the 490 years start? 
 
Gabriel says the weeks will begin when the Jews receive a decree allowing them 
to restore and rebuild Jerusalem. Only one decree matches this description: a 
decree from King Artaxerxes, which is recorded in Nehemiah, in March of 445 B.C.  
 
 
 
5. When do the 490 years end? 
 
Gabriel gives us two initial time periods: one of seven weeks and one of 62 weeks. 
That adds up to 69 weeks, or 483 years. From the time Nehemiah received that 
decree, it would be 483 years until the Messiah came.  
 
Making these calculations we come to April 6, 32 A.D. In that particular year, that 
was the 10th day of Nisan: the day lambs were brought into Jerusalem to be 
inspected for the Passover sacrifice a few days later. 
 
Christians know this as Palm Sunday: Gabriel predicted the exact day that Messiah 
the Prince would come and allow Himself to be proclaimed as King! 
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Jesus actually knew about that day, and He seems to have referred to it as the 
Jews’ special day. In Luke 19:42-44 He says: 
 
“If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for 
your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. For days will come upon you 
when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close 
you in on every side, and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; 
and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know 
the time of your visitation.” 
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6. What was prophesied to happen after Messiah came? 
 
“And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; and 
the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. 
The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war desolations are 
determined.” (Dan. 9:26) 
 

• After the 69 weeks, Messiah would be killed, but not for Himself. 
• The City would be destroyed again, and the Sanctuary. 
• This would be done by the people of someone called the prince to come. 
• There will be ruin and war until the end. 

 
 
 
7. The Wicked Prince and the Remaining Week 
 
If Messiah was killed after the first 69 weeks, where is the remaining week? 
 
Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in the middle of the 
week he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of 
abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even until the consummation, 
which is determined, is poured out on the desolate.” (Daniel 9:27) 
 
 
7A. Jesus is not the person referred to as “he” in verse 27. 
 

• The people of Jesus did not destroy the City. 
• Second, Jesus never made a covenant with anyone for seven years.  
• Third, Jesus didn’t cause any sacrifices to cease.  
• Jesus didn’t defile the Temple. 
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7B. Can we identify the “he” of verse 27? 
 

• He is a prince or captain of some kind. 
• His people destroyed Jerusalem in the year 70 AD. 
• He confirms or strengthens a covenant with many for one week (i.e., for 

seven years). 
• In the middle of that week, he causes sacrifice and offering to cease. 
• He is involved in causing abominations in the Temple. 
• There is a punishment which will be poured out on him. 

 
This is not Jesus; rather, it’s the person we call the Antichrist. 
 
 
7C. When does the 70th Week begin? 
 
We are awaiting the start of the 70th Week: its events are still future. 
 

• The first 69 weeks ended when Jesus came to the City. But Jerusalem was 
destroyed almost 40 years after Jesus died. 

• No Roman or Middle Eastern leader ever made a covenant with many 
people and with the Jews for seven years, then broke it. 

• The New Testament (Jesus, Paul, John) speaks of a future Antichrist, a 
future Temple, and an abomination or idol within the Temple. 

 
Since the time of Christ, we’ve been living on borrowed time: “For when… Christ 
has come, and the Gospel is preached in every place, the times being then 
accomplished, there will remain only one week, the last… and in the midst of it the 
abomination of desolation will be manifested, that is, Antichrist, announcing 
desolation to the world.” (Hippolytus: Commentary on Daniel, c. 200 AD) 
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Why did God set things up this way? 
 

• God has eternal purposes He will fulfill! 
• The Bible speaks about Divine purposes such as: the mystery of the Church; 

the times of the Gentiles; the mystery of iniquity; and the mystery of Israel. 
 
 
7D. Events of the 70th Week 
 
We don’t know when the 70th Week begins. (Many call it the Tribulation, but that 
is a misnomer.) The 70th Week gives us God’s timeline of the end, just as the rest 
of the prophecy showed Daniel the timing of the first coming of Christ. 
 

• Those last seven years will begin when Israel makes or confirms a covenant 
with the future wicked prince, the Antichrist. 

• The seven years end with the return of Jesus. 
• Why would Israel make such an agreement? The desire to rebuild and use 

the Jewish Temple on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem is probably the key. 
(2 Thessalonians 2; Matthew 24; Revelation 11) 

• The other likely reason for Israel to sign this covenant is being worn out. 
 
Therefore hear the word of the Lord, you scornful men, who rule this people who 
are in Jerusalem, because you have said, “We have made a covenant with death, 
and with Sheol we are in agreement. When the overflowing scourge passes 
through, it will not come to us, for we have made lies our refuge, and under 
falsehood we have hidden ourselves….” Your covenant with death will be annulled, 
and your agreement with Sheol will not stand; When the overflowing scourge 
passes through, then you will be trampled down by it.  (Isaiah 28:14-15, 18 NKJV) 
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• The final seven years is divided into two halves. 
• The first three and a half years seem to be what Jesus called the beginning 

of sorrows, or birth pains. During this time there is relative peace. 
• During the second half, Antichrist will have authority to rule. The various 

time references of his rule all add up to three and a half years. 
 
 

 
 

• At the midpoint of the seven years, Antichrist commits what is called an 
abomination of desolation (defiles the Temple of God). 

• The Abomination begins what Jesus called the Great Tribulation – a time of 
trouble unequalled in the history of the world. 

• At the end of the 70th Week, Jesus returns personally from Heaven. 
 
The 70 Weeks Prophecy may be the Bible’s most amazing predictive passage! 
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