
Things To Come                        Session 03: Understanding The Prophetic Scriptures 
 
Questions: pastornick@htchurch.com                      Watch: https://www.youtube.com/@htchurch 
 
This Week: we need tools to understand prophecy, including types of biblical 
literature and different prophetic viewpoints or systems. 
 
 
1. What are the different types of literature in the Scriptures? 
 
1.1. The Law or Torah. 
The first five books of the Bible, authored by Moses: Genesis through 
Deuteronomy. Mainly history and Israel’s laws.  
 
1.2. Historical Books. 
These include Judges, Samuel, the Books of the Kings, and the Chronicles. A New 
Testament example would be the Book of Acts.  
 
1.3 . Wisdom literature and poetry. 
This takes in books such as the Psalms, the Proverbs, or the Song of Solomon. 
Some of the most important messianic prophecies can be found in the Psalms.  
 
1.4 . Prophetic books. 
Prophetic books such as Isaiah and Ezekiel actually center around prophetic 
messages and songs. However, these books can also contain historical episodes. 
 
1.5 . The Gospels. 
The Gospels are not complete biographies of Christ, nor are they modern 
biographies. They portray what God wanted us to know of Jesus’ life and 
message. For example, John wrote that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. (John 20:31) 
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1.6. Epistles (Letters). 
These are letters from some of the apostles to churches or to individual believers. 
These books contain teaching about the Christian life as well as some prophecy. 
 
1.7. Apocalyptic Literature. 
One specialized type of literature is apocalyptic literature, which employs heavy 
use of symbolism and vivid imagery.  
 

• In apocalyptic literature the writer has intense spiritual experiences and 
even encounters with heavenly beings. 

• The writer participates in the “action.” 
• Besides Revelation, other apocalyptic books include Daniel and Zechariah.  
• In apocalyptic literature we see an unveiling of mysteries by God. Most of 

the prophetic information in an apocalyptic book comes through visionary 
experiences. This makes the symbolism very important. 

• The writers use picture language to reveal something to us, and then we 
are provided with an explanation of the vision. 

 
 
 
2. How do we read and understand prophetic passages? 
 
The art and science of biblical interpretation is called hermeneutics. 
 
2.1. As with anything else in the Bible, we should read the prophetic scriptures in their 
normal and literal sense. The “Golden Rule of Biblical Interpretation” says: 
 
When the plain sense of scripture makes common sense, seek no other sense; therefore, 
take every word at its primary, ordinary, usual, literal meaning unless the facts of the 
immediate context, studied in the light of related passages and axiomatic and 
fundamental truths, indicate clearly otherwise. (Dr. D. L. Cooper) 
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2.2. We seek to interpret Scripture with reference to the historical, grammatical, 
and contextual settings of the passage. 
 
2.3. Symbolic scriptures are symbolic – but they’re not meaningless! 
 
2.4. We should value symbols, but also seek to avoid an overly allegorical 
interpretation. An allegory is when the story becomes a symbolic representation 
of something. Not everything in the Bible has a symbolic meaning! 
 
2.5. Let Scripture interpret Scripture!  
 
As Paul reminded Timothy, "All Scripture is inspired by God and is [therefore] 
useful for teaching, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness" (2 Tim. 
3:16)--all Scripture, not just our "life verses." At the same time… not everything in 
Scripture is equally plain or equally important. We have to interpret the more 
difficult passages in the light of clearer ones. Scripture interprets Scripture, and we 
learn the whole meaning of Scripture by studying its parts and its parts by learning 
the whole. You need the box-top and the puzzle-pieces. (Dr. Michael Horton) 
 
2.6. Prophetic Scripture often has a near and far application. Events that 
happened in the past often point to a similar event in the future. John the Baptist 
in a sense, fulfilled the prophecy that said Elijah would come – but Elijah is still 
coming! Peter spoke about a fulfillment of the Day of the Lord, but there is still a 
future Day of the Lord. 
 
2.7.  Some prophetic passages seem to be divided into parts, and are only partially 
fulfilled. Jesus did this Himself when He began His ministry: The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he has 
sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are bruised, to proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord. (Luke 4:18-19)  
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However, Jesus ended that quote in mid-sentence. That sentence actually finishes 
like this: …to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord and the day of vengeance of 
our God. What seems plain can sometimes be complex. 
 
2.8 . We ought to approach the prophetic scriptures with special humility. 
 
2.9. In all cases, approach the Scriptures prayerfully and reverently, because 
you’re handling the Word of God! 
 
 
 
3. Systems of Prophetic Interpretation. 
 
The way we read the Bible will determine what we get out of prophetic passages. 
People have developed different systems through which they read prophecy.  
 
3.1. Idealism or Allegorism. 
If we say that Bible prophecy is an allegory, we are saying that we don't believe 
there will be a literal fulfillment of the visions and predictions in the Bible. 
 
3.2. Preterism. 
Preterism says Bible prophecy did have a literal fulfillment, but that it has mostly 
all been fulfilled. Preterists believe that major prophesied events happened in the 
first century AD. Some go so far as to say that the second coming itself has 
already occurred, and that it was only a spiritual event. 
 
3.3. Historicism. 
This approach sees Revelation as a kind of outline of world history. Historicists do 
believe in a literal fulfillment of prophecy, but they would look for its fulfillment in 
historical events. A weakness of this view is that it may cause people to engage in 
the dangerous and unscriptural practice of “date-setting.” 
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3.4 Futurism. 
Futurism says that the events we see in the prophetic Scriptures are things which 
for the most part have not yet come to pass.  
 

• For example, John talks about the Beast persecuting Israel and believers for 
1260 days. Historicism says that this means 1260 years, but Futurism says 
this speaks about a literal person (the final Antichrist). 
 

• To read the Word of God literally you must read many prophecies as still 
being future. For example: Paul, John, and the Lord Jesus all made 
reference to a literal temple and a personal Antichrist. 
 

• Despite passages such as Acts 1, some preterists will say Jesus already came 
in the clouds. However, Scripture says: Behold, he cometh with clouds; and 
every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of 
the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. (Revelation 1:7 KJV) 
 

• Revelation 11 describes a scenario that could explain how the world 
resolves the current disputes concerning the Temple Mount. 

 
 
 
4. Basic Overview of the Second Coming (the “what”) 
 
A good starting point in talking about the Second Coming is this: What is the story 
that Bible prophecy tells? What is the point of it all? 
 
God created us to glorify Him and to enjoy fellowship with Him. When Mankind 
fell, God began to operate His plan to redeem us back to Him through Christ, so 
we can ultimately experience His glory again. 
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Behold, the dwelling place of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and 
they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away. And he who sat upon the throne said, “Behold, I 
make all things new.” (Rev. 21:3b-5a) 
 
Through the salvation of Jesus Christ, God is preparing a people who will be an 
eternal companion for the Son, a people who will live and reign with Him. Bible 
prophecy is God telling us ahead of time how He will bring this about! 
 
 
4.1 This is a literal event, not a spiritual event.  
The return of Christ is a literal, physical event – not just a spiritual event! “You 
men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as you have seen him 
go into heaven!” (Acts 1:11, para.) 
 
4.2 It is a visible event that people will be able to perceive with their senses.  
The literal Jesus Christ of the Gospels is returning. “And then shall appear the sign 
of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and 
they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.” (Matt. 24:30 KJV) 
 
4.3 The Second Coming is not the end of the world.  
The return of Christ is not the end of the world; rather, it’s the end of the age. 
 
4.4 The coming of Christ brings dramatic changes to the Earth itself. 
Nature will be dramatically affected. This seems to involve: a partial lifting of the 
curse; heightened lifespans; changes in animal life; incredible productivity. 
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4.5 His coming marks a change in relationships between the nations of the world. 
Some nations may no longer exist; some may be elevated. But all will serve God 
and worship Jesus. There will be a major political shift as God honors his ancient 
promises to Israel, which will be the leading nation in the world. Christ will reign 
in Jerusalem, and He will rule from Jerusalem with his church. 
 
4.6 Religious service will change. 
There will be a new Temple in Jerusalem and Christ will be there in person. The 
nations will have to come up to Jerusalem every year during the Feast of 
Tabernacles and worship Him. (Zechariah 14) 
 
4.7 Government will change. 
Mankind will no longer rule the Earth directly, but Christ will rule the nations with 
a rod of iron. The Church of God will rule with and for Him.  
 
4.8 A change in the spiritual atmosphere. 
Satan is bound and unable to affect the nations while Christ reigns for 1000 years. 
The coming of Christ brings a new situation – one in which righteousness dwells in 
the Earth instead of sin. It will be enforced by the personal presence of Jesus. 
 
 
 
5. God’s purposes for the Second Coming (the “why”) 
 
5.1. To rescue His people. 
He will save His people from their persecutors and their captors.  
 
5.2. To fulfill the promises made to His ancient people. 
Romans 9–11 reveals how when Christ returns, all surviving Jews will receive Him. 
Jesus said, “You will not see Me again until you say, ‘Baruch ha ba b’shem 
Adonai.’” Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!  
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5.3 To raise believers from death. 
Many Scriptures speak of how the dead are raised when Jesus returns. 
 
5.4 To give rewards to his faithful followers. 
Jesus is coming to render to each one according to his or her works. 
 
5.5. To punish all sin and rebellion against His authority. 
Psalm 2 tells us about the final rebellion against God’s authority. 
 
5.6 To establish righteousness in the nations. 
Jesus will come to institute justice. 
 
5.7 To bind Satan and his princes. 
The enemy of our souls will be sealed up in the abyss for 1000 years. (Rev. 20). 
 
5.8 To lift the curses which sin had caused to be imposed upon Creation. 
While death itself is not then destroyed, the curse of sin seems greatly lifted. 
 
5.9 To get glory for himself over every other name. 
And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall 
be made low: and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. (Isa. 2:17, KJV) 
 
5.10 To demonstrate his faithfulness to his Word in every area. 
He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all 
faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the 
LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have 
waited for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” (See Isa. 25:6-9) 
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