
Things To Come                                                                     Session 02: Prophecy In Your Life 
 
Email questions to pastornick@htchurch.com 
 
 
Review 
 

• Bible prophecy is God's own record of what will come to pass 
• The Bible has a tremendous track record in predicting the future 
• God wants his people to read and understand the entire Word of God 
• If we believe we’re in the last days, then we need to know what the Bible 

says about living in the last days 
 
 
 
What is the purpose of prophecy in my life? 
 
1.  To get glory from us as we see His power.  
 
“Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy 
of this book.” Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, 
I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 
Then he said to me, “See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow servant, and 
of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. 
Worship God.” (Rev. 22:7-9 NKJV) 
 

• Here in Revelation, John was overwhelmed after receiving a tremendous 
series of visions dealing with the coming and the kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

• Apocalypse is a Greek word that means to remove the covering. 
• The Apocalypse, then, is the unveiling, or the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
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• God pulled the curtain away to show John and the Church the glory of 
Christ conquering His enemies. 

• Seeing such dramatic displays of God’s power, and His ability to show us 
the future, should cause us to give Him glory.  

 
Let all the earth fear the Lord: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of 
him. For he spoke, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast. 
(Psalms 33:8-9 KJV) 
 
 
2. To point us to the truth of the Word. 
 

• Last week we gave examples of fulfilled prophecy. 
• A famous story concerns Alexander the Great showing favor to the Jews 

because they showed him that Daniel had predicted his conquests. 
• Daniel was accurately shown how Alexander’s empire would be split into 

four separate kingdoms. 
 
 
3. To point us to the truth of Christ.  
 
Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the 
prophets have spoken! Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to 
enter into His glory?” And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded 
to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. (Luke 24:25-27 NKJV) 
 

• The Old Testament was meant to point to Jesus. It helps us recognize Jesus 
as the Son of Man from Heaven. 
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It is vital to know something about the prophetic record God gave about His Son.  
 
…Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” And he said, “How can I, unless someone 
guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. The place in the 
Scripture which he read was this: “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and as 
a lamb before its shearer is silent, so He opened not His mouth. In His humiliation 
His justice was taken away, and who will declare His generation? For His life is 
taken from the earth.” So the eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of 
whom does the prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?” Then Philip 
opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. 
(Acts 8:30-35) 
 

• Apollos “powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures 
that the Christ was Jesus.” (Acts 18:28, ESV) 

• Living in the NYC area, we should have some understanding of messianic 
prophecy in order to share the Gospel with our neighbors. 

• Seeing how God predicted Jesus the Messiah, you’ll have greater 
confidence in His prophetic word for the future. 

 
 
4. Prophecy keeps us in the truth of Christ.  
 
Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not 
believe it. For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs 
and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you 
beforehand. So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If 
they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as the lightning 
comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son 
of Man. (Matt. 24: 23-27) 
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(4., cont’d) Important takeaways from Jesus’ warnings on spiritual counterfeits: 
 

1. We should not believe anyone who says that Christ has arrived. 
 

2. There will be false Christs. People will impersonate Him. 
 
Muslims also believe Jesus is coming, but they believe He will be 
subservient to Islam’s promised Messiah, called the Mahdi. 
 

3. There will be false prophets who point people to a false Christ. 
 

4. There will be false Christs and false prophets with the ability to perform 
signs and wonders. This world is being set up for false religious leaders with 
demonic, supernatural abilities. 
 

5. There will not be a secret manifestation of Christ. Jesus will not secretly 
arrive on the Earth, etc. 
 

6. Jesus’ coming will be like lightning. It will be sudden and unmistakable. 
 

7. The One who is returning is the Son of Man – in other words, the same 
Jesus of the Gospels. “This Jesus will return in a similar manner as you have 
seen Him go up.” (Acts 1:11) 

 
 
Prophecy can keep us from being deceived by demonic impostors!  
 
“And now I have told you before it comes to pass, so that, when it is come to pass, 
you might believe.” (John 14:29)  
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5. To keep us pure.  
 
Beloved, now we are the sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall be; 
but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him 
as he is. And every man that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is 
pure. (1 John 3:2-3) 
 

• The thought of Christ’s return should inspire us to walk in purity. 
• Knowing that Jesus is coming soon keeps us in a state of watchfulness.  

 
“Watch therefore, for you know not when the master of the house is coming, at 
evening, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning; lest coming 
suddenly he find you sleeping. And what I say unto you I say unto all: watch.” 
(Mark 13:35-37) 
 
 
6. To keep us in His service.  
 
“…the night is coming, when no man can work.” (John 9:4) 
 
History is moving towards a definite conclusion, and there will be a point beyond 
which it may be hard to work or to produce any fruit for Him. 
 
 
7. To keep us in His encouragement.  
 
And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but 
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching… 
For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you 
may receive the promise: “For yet a little while, and He who is coming will come 
and will not tarry…” (Hebrews 10:24-25, 36-37) 
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• The message of Christ’s return should keep us working hard for the Master. 
• He also encourages us to hold on to Him, steadfast to the end. 
• We have to be together more, not less! 

 
“Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the 
early and latter rain. You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of 
the Lord is at hand.” (James 5:7-8) 
 
 
8. To make us wise. 
 
9. To enable us to minister spiritual truth to others.  
 
Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and those 
who turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever. (Daniel 12:3 NKJV) 
 

• God gave us the prophetic Scriptures to make us wise! 
• If you know the prophetic Scriptures, you can provide a context and provide 

understanding for people. 
• The Gospel of the Kingdom, the full gospel, must include the message of 

Christ’s coming, and of His kingdom.  
 
 
The Church may soon become a very lonely voice: “…scoffers will come in the last 
days, walking according to their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of 
His coming?”  (2 Peter 3:3-4) 
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10. To keep us in a place of expectant joy! 
 
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation 
of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God… For we know 
that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 
Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our 
body. For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why 
does one still hope for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we 
eagerly wait for it with perseverance. (Rom. 8:18-19, 22-25)  
 
Our own “unveiling” is coming soon – that means we can hold on and wait, 
waiting eagerly, with perseverance.  
 
Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither have there entered into the heart of man 
the things which God has prepared for those who love him. (1 Cor. 2:9) 
 
In that spirit of joyful expectation, we can work, endure, and wait… with joy! 
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