&} SERMON CHEAT SHEET

PRISONERS OF HOPE | ZECHARIAH 9:9-13

Main Theme: Jesus is the humble king who willingly entered our deepest pits to
purchase our rescue and secure our lasting peace.

The Character of Our King

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, He fulfilled an ancient promise of a
righteous and humble ruler. The crowd expected a political conqueror. Jesus brought a
perfect righteousness to stand before God on our behalf. He endured the ultimate
ordeal of the cross and the tomb to emerge entirely victorious. His deep humility
brought Him all the way down to exactly where we are.

A Kingdom of True Peace

God removes human instruments of military power to establish a kingdom built
completely on His perfect peace. This comprehensive wholeness is called shalom. You
can rest completely because God holds your days securely. This sweeping reign of peace
extends into every single corner of your life.

The Price of the Rescue

We often find ourselves trapped in a waterless pit we cannot escape on our own. Our
rescue rests entirely on the blood of the covenant initiated by God. Jesus became the
perfect sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and secure our permanent freedom. His journey
from Palm Sunday straight to the cross guarantees our deliverance from the deep
places.

Return to the Stronghold

God calls us prisoners of hope who confidently await the full realization of our rescue.
When trials press heavily upon you, you can run directly to Christ as your ultimate
stronghold. Jesus chose to climb all the way down into the darkness to lead us out by
the hand. He has been to the deepest place and knows the exact way out.

LIVE IT OUT THIS WEEK PRAYER PROMPTS
e Surrender your reliance on personal ¢ Ask God for the humility to receive Christ's
strategies and completely trust the finished rescue.
work of the cross. e Pray for a profound experience of shalom to
e |dentify an area of anxiety and ask God to guiet your troubled thoughts.
establish His deep shalom there. e Praise Jesus for willingly entering the pit to
e Run directly to Jesus as your primary refuge purchase your freedom with His blood.

when life feels overwhelming and dark.
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